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The Theme: O fools!
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The Text:  O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:
II Pet. 1:12
The Thots: 

Intro.: Today is April 1 – April Fools’ Day. Let us not be fools on the Lord’s Day.

A. The Atheistic fool  
- The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.
Psa. 14:1 cf. 53:1
1. Nabal, the fool.


Fool = Heb. nabal = stupid; wicked (especially, impious) – foolish and vile person.
See Nabal, #2
a. His Attitude – He says in his heart, “There is no God.”

Psa. 14:1, NIV

b. His Action – This makes him corrupt, i.e. his life without God brings ruin and decay 
Heb. shachath
c. His Abomination – He does abominable works; he does abominable iniquity.
Cf. Psa. 53:1

Fools in their heart have said, There is no God of might;

Corrupt are they and base their deeds, In evil they delight.

Author Unknown

He is not unlike…

2. Nabal, the man. 
(Heb. nabal = fool)


I Sam. 25
a. He was Wicked – the man was churlish and evil in his doings

25:3

b. He was Wealthy – him that liveth in prosperity

25:6

c. He was Worthless – he is such a son of Belial (=worthless), that a man cannot speak to him. 25:17

Such is a Fool!
B. The Materialistic Fool.

Lk. 12:16
1. He is Wealthy – The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully.
12:16
2. He is Worldly – And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years;


 take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

12:19

3. He is not Wise – Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee:


then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?
12:20

Take heed to the Wisdom of God:



a. Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance 



of the things which he possesseth 

12:15
b. Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be...?

So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 
12:20, 21
C. The Scripture-Skeptic Fools
1. The Fools’ Unbelief and Skepticism.

a. They knew the Scriptures, but they would not believe.
Lk. 24:25

O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:

b. They knew the Saviour, but they could not believe.
Lk. 24:26


Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory
2. The Fulness and Uniqueness of the Scriptures.
a. Its Fulness: all things must be fulfilled… in all the scriptures
Lk. 24:44, 27
i. These are the words which I spake unto you…that all things must be fulfilled, 

which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.
ii. And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them 


in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.
Lk. 24:27

b. Its Uniqueness: that all things must be fulfilled… concerning Me
24:44 cf. 27, 46
3. The Faith “Unearthed” in the Supper
a. Their invitation – they constrained him, saying, Abide with us.
24:29

b. The Lord’s action – he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. 
24:30
c. Their recognition of the Lord – And their eyes were opened, and they knew him.
24:31

Con.: 
As we take of the bread and drink of the cup at the Lord’s Supper on this Lord’s Day, 


may our eyes be opened to see, know and Recognise the Lord to Remember and to Revere Him.
Alas for us, whose eyes are held! Why cannot we our Savior see?
With us Thou art yet still concealed: O might we hear one word from Thee!
Speak, and to our unbelief reprove, Our baseness to mistrust Thy love.

Fools as we are, and slow of heart, So backward to believe the Word!
The Prophets’ only aim Thou art: They sang the sufferings of their Lord,
Thy life for ours a ransom given, Thy rising to ensure our Heaven.
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1. There is still another Skeptic Fool mentioned in scripture. He is one who does not believe in the resurrection. Consider:
(1 Cor 15:35 – 38, KJV)  But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do they come? 
Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die:  And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain: But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body.
Do you believe in the future bodily resurrection of all believers? If so, how does this faith and hope in a life after death affect what befalls you in present living?
2. Despite all that is said about fools earlier, Paul did not mind being regarded a fool by others. Consider what he wrote:
(2 Cor 11:16 – 21, NIV)  I repeat: Let no one take me for a fool. But if you do, then receive me just as you would a fool, so that I may do a little boasting. In this self-confident boasting I am not talking as the Lord would, but as a fool. Since many are boasting in the way the world does, I too will boast. You gladly put up with fools since you are so wise! In fact, you even put up with anyone who enslaves you or exploits you or takes advantage of you or pushes himself forward or slaps you in the face. To my shame I admit that we were too weak for that! What anyone else dares to boast about--I am speaking as a fool--I also dare to boast about.
(1 Cor 4:10 – 16, NIV)  We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are honored, we are dishonored! To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally treated, we are homeless. We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; when we are slandered, we answer kindly. Up to this moment we have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world.  I am not writing this to shame you, but to warn you, as my dear children.

 Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel.  Therefore I urge you to imitate me.

The Corinthian believers treated Paul as a fool to speak the way he did regarding spiritual wisdom and to suffer the way he did for Christ’s sake. But he did not mind. Just as they would tolerate fools, he asked them to tolerate him and listen to him. He was prepared to be a Fool for Christ’s sake in order that he might be a true spiritual Father to them, and he even asked them to Follow him.

On this April Fool’s Day, are you prepared to decide to be Christ’s fool and speak up for him this week?
