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The Theme: 
 Before the Foundation of the World.
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The Text: 
Thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.
Jn. 17:24


You loved me before the creation of the world.
Jn. 17:24, NIV
The Thots: 


Intro. : 
The phrase before the foundation of the world occurs only 3 times in the Bible.
A. Christ was Loved by the Father before the Foundation of the World.
Jn. 17:24


For Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world.

1. He was in the Divine Trinity at the Creation of the World.
Gen. 1:1-3
a. In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
Gen. 1:1
b. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
Gen. 1:2
c. And God said, i.e. Christ, The WORD, Who is God.
Gen 1:3a
2. He was The Word as Confirmed in the Word.

Jn. 1:1-5

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  1:1

a. He was at the Commencement with God, i.e. at and even before the creation of the world.
1:2

The same was in the beginning with God.

b. All things were Created by Him


1:3


All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

c. He brought forth light and the darkness Comprehended [overcame] it not.


1:5 cf. NRSV

In Him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; 
4, 5

and the darkness comprehended it not.

Cf. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
Gen. 1:3

3. He was The Word of Life – the Centre (focus/emphasis) of John’s Witness.
I Jn. 1:1

That which was from the beginning … the Word of Life;
a. He was the Word that was made flesh and lived among us…

Jn. 1:14 cf. I Jn. 1:1

which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, 

and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;

b. He was the Life, that eternal life that was with the Father.

I Jn. 1:2

And bear witness, and show unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father
c. He was the Light in whom there was no darkness.

I Jn. 1:6, 7 cf. Jn. 1:5

If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:


But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another,
B. Christ was the Lamb of God before the foundation of the World.
I Pet. 1:18-20


Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot… foreordained before the foundation of the world.
1. He was Inwardly without Blemish.



Cf. He was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin.
I Jn. 3:5
2. He was Outwardly without Spot.

Cf. Behold, I bring Him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in Him.
Jn. 19:4, 6
3. And He was Sovereignly Foreordained before the Foundation of the world…
I Pet. 1:19-21

a. To be God’s Appointed Lamb – a Lamb without blemish and without spot:

1:19
b. To make Atonement for our sins – redeemed with…the precious blood of Christ
1:18, 19
c. With the Aim that your faith and hope might be in God.

I Pet. 1:21b

C. We were chosen to Live in Him before the foundation of the world.
Eph. 1: 3, 4

He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, 

We are Predestined from before the foundation of the world…
1. Inwardly to live Holy lives – that we should be holy…before Him.


}Cf. Christ
2. Outwardly to live Blameless lives – that we should be…without blame before Him
} in #B.1, 2 above.
Con.: 
In the meanwhile, we continue to remember this Passover Lamb, Foreordained before the Foundation of 
the world, until He takes us back to be where He is that we may behold His glory Forevermore.  Jn. 17:24
Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am;
that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me:
for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world.
Now I have found the ground wherein Sure my soul’s anchor may remain,
The wounds of Jesus, for my sin Before the world’s foundation slain;
Whose mercy shall unshaken stay, When Heaven and earth are fled away.
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Reflections for the Week
R. 103

1. Reflect on this amazing thought this week: that even before the creation of the world God already had you in His mind – to plan for your redemption even if it cost Him the Son Whom He loved, and by and through Whom He had created the world, to be the Spotless Sacrificial Lamb to be offered in order to appease His Standard of Holiness and Righteousness. There was no other way to bring you back to Him than this. He loved you to the extent that He spared not the Son Whom He loved for you!
He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
How shall he not with Him also freely give us all things?

Rom. 8:32
2. Does it not humble you at this awesome thought that God chose you, even before the world was formed or founded, to be His own? He did so in order to bless you with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies so that you may live a holy life before Him and without blame in this world – in other words, He has enabled and empowered you to live Heaven on Earth.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:

According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world,

 that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love:
Eph. 1:3, 4
