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The Theme: 
 A Child…A Son
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The Text:  Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.
Isa. 9:6
The Thots: 


Intro. : 
Why “a child is born” and “a son is given”?
(1)
“A Child” is associated with the Lord’s Humanity; “A Son” with His Deity
(2)
“A Child” was born but God gave and sent His Son.
A. The Difference between a Child and A Son


1. A Child:
Gal. 4:1-3

That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all;

But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father;

Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage
a. A Child may have a Position, but a child has no Power.
4:1a

b. A Child is the Same as a Servant though he/she has the Status of an heir.
4:1b
c. A Child is under Tutelage and “bondage” until an appointed Time.
4:2, 3

2. A Son
Gal. 4:7

No more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir.
4:7
a. A Son Steps into his inherited Status when “freed from the bondage” of being a child.

b. As a Son he would then have to learn the obedience of Sonship.
Heb. 5:8

Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience
 
B. The Distinction  between Christ the Child and Christ the Son

With Jesus, He was Different when compared to a normal child – He was a Distinguished Child!


1. He was Born a Child but He had both Position and Power.

cf. unto us a Child is born 
a. He Preceded His “mother” in the Phrase – the young child with Mary his mother Matt. 2:11, 13, 14, 20, 21

The phrase occurs 5 times in Matt. 2 and the young Child always precedes His mother!
b. The Wise men Worshipped Him, and not the mother though she was with Him!


(They) fell down, and worshipped Him: and … presented unto Him gifs. 2:11

2. He was God’s only Begotten and Beloved Son: This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
Mt. 3:17
a. And this Son, God gave to us:
cf. unto us a Son is given
i. God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son
Jn. 3:16

ii. He who did not spare his own Son, but gave Him up for us all,
Rom. 8:32, NIV
b. And this Son, God sent to us: 
i. God sent…his Son … that the world through Him might be saved.
Jn. 3:17
ii. When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son.
Gal. 4:4
C. The Distinctive Results of our Being Children and Sons.


1. We were Born again to receive the Authority to become the Children of God – 




Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.
Jn. 3:3

To all who received Him…He gave the right to become children of God
Jn. 1:12, NIV

2. We have been Bequeathed the Appointment to be Sons of God.
I Jn. 3:1

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God:

3. We are now Bestowed the Adoption of Sonship – That we might receive the adoption of sons. Gal. 4:5-7


For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:


And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ;
Rom. 8:15-17
D. The Death and Resurrection of Jesus makes all this possible
Rom. 8:16, 17, NIV

The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs--
heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings…that we may also share in his glory.
Con.: When we remember Him in His death, let us Worship Him for making us Worthy children and heirs of God.

For unto us a Child is born; To us a Son is given;
To raise our fallen nature up, And make us heirs of Heav’n.
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1. Jesus was born a Child to grow up as Man…


And as Man He had this testimony:
a. Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, I find no fault in this Man.
Lk. 23:4, 14

b. When the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous Man. Lk. 23:47

And as Son, He had this testimony:

a. Lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

Mt. 3:17
b. They…in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God.
Mt. 14:33

c. When the centurion… saw how He died, he said, "Surely this Man was the Son of God!" 
Mk. 15:39, NIV
Now reflect on the kind of testimony you should have as a child of God on this earth. 

Note: as son (or daughter) of God…

i. You are led by the Spirit 
- For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
Rom. 8:14
ii. You ought to be blameless and harmless…without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,

 among whom ye shine as lights in the world.


Phil. 2:15
iii. You know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.
I Jn. 3:2
Are you bearing a testimony as befits the son/daughter of God? Reflect.
2. There is a distinction between a Babe and a Man in their relationship to the Word of God.

How do you handle the Word of God? 

Are you still a Babe drinking Milk? 


As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word that ye may grow thereby

I Pet. 2:2

For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.
Heb. 5:13


Or are you a Matured Man (or Woman) eating Meat?


But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use 

have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
Heb. 5:14


May it not be said of you:


I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it.

I Cor. 3:2
