49.
Rumination for Jan. 29, 2006

[This is a Special Rumination in keeping with Chinese New Year which falls on the Lord’s Day today. 
This is indeed a rare occasion. 
For the Chinese Christians who visit this site, my wife and I take this opportunity to wish all of you…

A Blessed, Bountiful and Fruitful Chinese New Year in the Lord]

The Theme: 
That I May Win Christ 
The Text: 
I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:
Phil. 3:8

for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,

The Thots:
 

A. The Chinese New Year Resolve.
 

On this Chinese New Year Day, a good resolution to make is to follow Paul’s footsteps.

1. Paul’s Resolve in life was to Win Christ, i.e. to KNOW Him…

Phil: 3:8

a. As his Lord. Such knowledge Surpassed any greatness or glory he could ever think of.

b. In His Love because this love was Superior to whatever knowledge he could ever gain.

Cf. Eph. 3:19 

c. In his Life. For this he was prepared to Suffer the Loss of all things that he might live Christ.
Cf. Phil. 1:21 
2. Paul’s Regard of all things as Loss. He was prepared to lose…
a. All his Privileges as a Pharisee. 
Phil. 3:5

b. All his Profits in Personal gain.
Phil. 3:7, NIV
c. All his Prospects whatever they might be to be the Person after Christ.
Phil. 3:9

He Regarded all the such selfish and worldly Pursuits and Pleasures as Rubbish.
Phil. 3:8, NIV
B. Count them as Chinese New Year Rubbish For this Year of the Dog 
 
1. The Special Occurrence of the word “dung” (KJV)/”rubbish” (NIV) “skubalon” (Greek)
a. Scripturally, the word occurs nowhere else in the N.T.

b. Literally, it means what is thrown to the dogs, i.e. refuse (ordure), dung.
Strong

c. Conceptually, it means what is thrown away as worthless; filth of any kind. 

But why to the Dogs?  See my study on The Year of the Dog.
Loaves and Fishes
2. The Special Occasion of Chinese New Year.
a. It is a time when the Chinese Rid their homes of Rubbish.

b. It is a time when they Renew their family ties around the New Year’s Eve Reunion dinner table.

c. It is a time when they Resolve to put Right all things wrong.

3. The Special Option for us on this Chinese New Year of the Dog.
a. Positively, let us Resolve to Gain Christ by whatever sacrifice we may be called upon to do…
Phil. 3:10
i. In order that we may Experience the power of His Resurrection.
ii. In order that we may Enter into the fellowship of His Rejection (sufferings).

iii. In order that we may “Equal” His death and live the life of God’s Righteousness by faith.
Phil. 3:9
b. Negatively, let us Rid ourselves of all Rubbish that may hamper us from knowing Christ.


The word “rubbish” is neuter in gender; cf. Lovest thou me more than these?

Jn. 21:15


The word “these” is touton which can be masculine or neuter gender, thus “these” = persons or things.

Peter was challenged to state categorically if he loved Christ …

i. More than the Possessions (“these”, neu. gender, thus, things) he had, e.g. his boat, nets, fishing gear, etc.?

ii. More than the People (“these”, mas. gender) around him, i.e. the other disciples.

Any Possession or Person that hinders our Progress in our Relationship with Christ is
“Rubbish” that is to be thrown to the dogs in this Year of the Dog.
c. Affirmatively, for this Year of the Dog, let us Know Christ, Love Christ, and let us know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

Eph. 3:19
C. Commemorate the Remembrance of the Lord this special day

On this Chinese New Year Day, as we gather around the “Reunion” Table of the Lord, let us not forget…
1. To Correct all things wrong, and put them Right before the Lord.

I Cor. 11:28

2. To Commune with one another as we take of the bread and drink of the cup in His Remembrance. 
I Cor. 10:16

3. To Commemorate the Lord’s death and Resurrection until He comes.

I Cor. 11:24
4. To Celebrate on this Lord’s Day as we Remember and Rejoice in Him.

I Cor. 11:26

Chinese New Year Resolution:
Lord, in this Year of the Dog Reveal Thyself to me,

Rid me of all the Rubbish in my life, and make me live for Thee.

