60.
Rumination for Apr. 16, 2006
The Theme: 
The First Day of the Week

The Text:  
Jesus was risen early the first day of the week.
Mk. 16:9
The Thots: 

Intro. : 
Today is the first day of the week.


It is Easter Sunday – the day Christians universally celebrate as the Day of Christ’s Resurrection.

A. The First Day of the Week.



1. In Relation to Christ and the Church.

a. The day when the Feast of Firstfruits was celebrated.
Lev. 23: 10, 11

A type of the Resurrection of Christ

Cf. I Cor. 15:23
b. The day when the Feast of Weeks was celebrated and two loaves Waved
Dt. 16:16; Lev. 23:15-17

A type of the Commencement of the Church
 - we should be a kind of firstfruits
Cf. Acts 2:1; Jas. 1:18 
c. The day First mentioned as such in the OT anticipating the end of the sabbath.
Lev. 23:11, 15; see #2
i. It was Designated as the morrow after the sabbath.
KJV

ii. It was Dated at the day after the sabbath.

NIV

2. A new Reckoning based on Christ’s Completed work on the Cross.
a. It was when the sabbath was past.

Mk. 16:1

b. It was the end of the sabbath (lit. sabbaths)

Mt. 28:1a
i. The Shadow of the Sabbaths had come to an end.
Cf. Col. 2:16, 17

ii. The Substance of the first day of the week was Starting – 


as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week
Mt. 28:1b
c. It was the day when the handwriting of ordinances (including the sabbath)


Was blotted out, taken out of the way, and nailed to his cross.
Col. 2:14
3. The Resurrection of Christ made it possible for the Commencement of the Church.
 
a. It was the day when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week:
Mk. 16:9

b. And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. I Cor. 15:14
c. And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.
I Cor. 15:17
B. The Finished Work of Christ.

Because Jesus accomplished His mission of Redemption to God’s perfect satisfaction,


He was raised from the dead on the first day of the week
1. To Fulfil the words of the Psalmist:

Psa. 16:10; Acts 2:27


For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

2. To Fulfil the words of Jesus’ Prophecy:

a. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said.

Matt. 28:6

b. He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee,


Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, 

and the third day rise again. And they remembered his words.
Lk. 24:6-8
C. Faith’s Worship of Christ.

On this Resurrection morn, let us Remember His Words and in faith and Spirit Worship Him:
1. He is not here - He is not here: for he is risen, as he said.
Mt. 28:6

2. But He is here! -
For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 

there am I in the midst of them..
Matt. 18:20
3. Yes, He is in our midst to be the Centre of our Worship this Glorious First Day of the Week.

And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain…(and) the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, …

And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.

Rev. 5:6-10
Christ the Lord is risen today, – Hallelujah; Sons of men and angels say! – Hallelujah

Raise your joys and triumphs high! – Hallelujah; Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply! – Hallelujah.



C. Wesley
