50.
Rumination for Feb. 05, 2006

The Theme: All Things New 
The Text: 
And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new.
Rev. 21:5
The Thots:
 

Intro.: For the Chinese believers in the family of God, the Chinese New Year Celebration is not over until Chap Goh Meh, the 15th day of their new year. For the celebration, it is their custom to have all things new – new hairdo, new dress, new shoes, new furniture for those who can afford; in fact, where possible, all things new.

However, for the Lord when He eventually creates all things new, it will be in the future. 
In the meanwhile, take care when dealing with the following new things:
A. Beware of the New Cart
 
II Sam. 6:3, 7
1. The Goodly Resolve:
a. David had good intentions when he Sought to bring the Ark of God back to Jerusalem.
6:2

i. He would give God his best Form of transport – a new cart.
6:3a
ii. He would give God his most Faithful men – Uzzah and Ahio – to drive the cart.
6:3b

b. Uzzah had good intentions when he Stretched out his hand to Steady the Ark of God.
6:6 

2. God’s Regulations:
a. The Ark must be carried by its Staves on the Shoulders.
I Chr. 15:15

b. The Ark must be carried only by the Lord’s Levites.
I Chr. 15:2
3. The Grievous Results (when the Regulations were not observed):
a. Uzzah was Smitten dead for Steadying the Ark when the oxen Stumbled.
II Sam. 6:7
b. David was Separated from the Ark when he was Scared to bring it back,
II Sam. 6:9, 10

4. The Great lessons to Remember.
a. Take care not to do the right things in the wrong way. 

Do not leave the ancient ways for new unproved byways.
Jer. 18:15, NIV

Yet my people have forgotten Me; they … made them stumble in their ways

and in the ancient paths. They made them walk in bypaths and on roads not built up.

b. New ways are not Necessary God’s ways, no matter how Noble our intention. 
B. Take Care of the New Cloth and the New Wine 
Mt. 9:16, 17
1. The Context – Jesus was eating with sinners and publicans (tax collectors) 
Mt. 9:10, 11


The Pharisees and John’s disciples could not Comprehend how this Could be.
9:11, 14

2. The Contrast in Conduct:
a. John’s Disciples and the Pharisees were Fasting –


Like the Pharisees, they stressed more on their being Righteous in keeping the Ritual 

of fasting rather than they being sinners needing to Repent.
Mk. 1:4
b. But Jesus and his Disciples were Feasting – 

Like their Master, their mission was to heal the Sick and Save Sinners.
9:13

I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

3. The illustrative Comparisons given in reply:
a. The Bride’s Guests cannot fast as long as the Bridegroom is present.


9:15

b. An old Garment tear cannot be patched with new unshrunk cloth – it will make the tear worse.
9:16
c. New wine will Give out or the wineskins will burst, if poured into old wineskins.

9:17


The Conclusion:  Jesus new doctrine cannot mix with old Judaism.
Mk. 1:27 cf. Acts 17:19

C. Be Aware of the New Covenant in His Blood.  [See next week’s Rumination for] I Cor. 11:25, NIV

"This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me."
1. Remember the Lord according to His Commandment – bring not other items in to crowd Him out.
2. Change it not – use not a new Cart that is up to date, but out of His dictates. 
3. Compromise it not – keep the Cloth and the wine new, as often as you do it until He comes.
Lord, teach us Thy ways.

Teach us to do the right things in the right way,

And not from Thine ancient paths (Jer. 18:15, NIV) to stray 
Keep us from walking in bypaths and roads not built up,

Or even using new carts because we think they are up to the mark.
