58.
Rumination for Apr. 2, 2006
The Theme: 
O fools

The Text: 
O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken

Lk. 24:25 
The Thots: 

Intro.: Yesterday was April 1st, regarded universally as April Fools’ Day.


The two disciples on the way to Emmaus were called “fools” (KJV)/”foolish” (NIV, NRSV) by Jesus.

A. What does it mean to be a Fool?
To be a Fool is to be unwise. It is the opposite of wise. Thus…
1. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.
Rom. 1:22
2. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, 

let him become a fool, that he may be wise. 

I Cor. 3:18
3. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ.
I Cor. 4:10
4. See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise.
Eph. 5:15
B. What does it take to be a Fool?
To be slow or not to believe.
1. The Fool Says in his heart, "There is no God."
Psa. 14:1; 53:1 NIV

2. The Fool Sins and knows not. He makes a mock at Sin:
Pro. 14:9

3. The Fool is Slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken.
Lk. 24:25
C. What have the Prophets Spoken?

Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?
Lk. 24:26


Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently…


Searching … beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow
I Pet. 1:10, 11
1. Christ’s Sufferings (and Sorrows).

Psa. 22:1-21

a. His Physical Sufferings:



i. I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: 
Psa. 22:14
ii. My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws.
22:15

iii. They pierced my hands and my feet. I may tell all my bones.
22:16, 17
b. His Social Sufferings:

i. I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people.
22:6
ii. All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip,
22:7a

iii. They shake the head, saying, He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him:


let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.
22:7b, 8

c. His Mental Sufferings:

i. O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; and in the night season.
22:2
ii. But be not thou far from me, O LORD: O my strength, haste thee to help me.
22:19
d. His Spiritual Sufferings:

i. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 
22:1

ii. Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog.
22:20

iii. Save me from the lion's mouth.

22:21 cf. I Pet. 5:8
2. Christ’s Glory that Follows

Psa. 22:22-30
a. For the kingdom is the LORD'S: and he is the governor among the nations.
22:28

b. All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship: 


all they that go down to the dust shall bow before him:
22:29

c. All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: 

and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee.
22:27

Con.: 
How the “Fools” became Wise:


And it came to pass, as he (Jesus) sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, 


and brake, and gave to them. And their eyes were opened, and they knew him.
Lk. 24:30, 31
On this Lord’s Day, let us be Wise to believe all that the Prophets have spoken about Him.
As we break the bread and drink of the cup, may our eyes be opened to know Him.

Let us Remember and let us Worship Him, not as fools, but as wise. 
Eph. 5:16

The first of April, some do say, Is set apart for All Fools' Day.


But why the people call it so, Nor I, nor they themselves do know.


But on this day are people sent On purpose for pure merriment. 
-- Poor Robin's Almanac (1790)


But for us who know the Lord, This first day of the week means a lot – 

It is ever a day of reverent purpose: Our Lord to remember, worship and put in focus.
