45.
Rumination for Jan. 01, 2006

The Theme: 
The New Covenant 
The Text: 
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant….
Jer. 31:31; Heb. 8:8

The Thots:
 

Intro. : Coinciding with the Lord’s Day today is New Year Day – the day when many make Resolutions.


New Year Day should Remind us of the New Covenant. What are the Terms of the New Covenant?


A Covenant Considers its Characteristics, viz. the Parties, Prerequisites, Promises, Product and Protection.

A. The New Covenant between God and Israel.
Jer. 31:3; Heb. 8:8

The New Covenant with the Old Covenant Contrasted
Heb. 8:8-13

	No.
	Characteristics
	The New Covenant
	Heb.
	The Old Covenant
	Ref.

	1. 
	The Parties:
	God and Israel and Judah
	8:8
	God and Israel
	Exo. 19:5

	2. 
	The Period:
	Future: Behold the days come…
	
	Past: in the day when I took them…out of … Egypt
	Heb. 8:9

	3. 
	The Prerequisites:
	Unconditional: I will…


	8:10

ct. 8:9
	Conditional – if ye will obey…


	Exo. 8:5

Heb. 8:9, 13

	4. 
	The Promises:
	God’s laws written in the mind

God will be their God.

They shall be God’s People.

The earth will be full of the Knowledge of God.

There will be no more a Remembrance of Sin
	8:10

8:12
	God’s laws written on tablets of stone.

God would be their God.

They would be God’s Peculiar People and Priests.

The Earth is the Lord’s and they would be a kingdom of priests to pass on the Knowledge of God.

There was a Remembrance of Sin and Atonement was to be made yearly
	Exo. 19:5, 6

Heb. 10:3

	5. 
	The Pledge

(Security/Warranty)
	The Shed Blood of Christ once for all
	9:14, 28a, 10:10
	Not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.
	Heb. 10:4 cf. 9:18-22

	6. 
	The Product
	A Success
	8:13
	A Failure.
	Heb. 8:9 cf. Acts 7:53


B. The New Covenant between Christ and the Church.


This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Mt. 28:28, NIV


This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.
Mk. 14:24, NIV

 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.
Lk. 22:20, NIV

1. The Parties:
Christ and the believer 
– My blood…shed for many 

2. The Period:
The Present
– This is…
3. The Prerequisites: 
Unconditional, based on personal faith 
– poured out for you

4. The Promises: 
No more a Remembrance of sin 
– for the forgiveness of sins
5. The Pledge: 
The shed blood of Christ 
– This is my blood of the covenant
6. The Product:
Remembrance of Him at the Lord’s Supper 
– This cup is the new covenant
C. My 2006 Covenant with the Lord.

In the year 2006, even as I Remember the Lord at the Lord’s Supper on this first day of the week 

which is also the first day of the year, may I Resolve…
1. To be Rightly Related with the Lord always.

Cf. I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people
Heb. 8:10

2. To Regularly Read His Word every day.

Cf. I will put my laws into their mind
Heb. 8:10

3. To Remember and Revere the Lord with His people as often as I can (every Lord’s Day?)

Cf. their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.
Heb. 8:12

Cf. This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.
Lk. 22:20, NIV
Cf. This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, … in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:25, NIV

4. To Renew my Covenant with the Lord on this Special Lord’s Day of the New Year.

True, Thou hast my Saviour; Now Thou shalt be Lord of all – 

Thus, my Covenant with Thee I renew this year

In Recognition that Thou in the New Covenant didst give me Thine all
