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In the Cloud
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The Text:  I do set my bow in the cloud.
Gen. 9:13
The Thots: 

“In the clouds” is an English idiom which means imaginary, unreal, fanciful and impractical.

“In the cloud/s” is a biblical expression which means just the opposite and is very meaningful, as follows:

A. There is a Promise in the cloud.
Gen. 9:13-15
1. The bow in the Cloud was the token of God’s Covenant with Man. 
Gen. 9:13, 15

I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between …me and …all flesh.

2. The bow in the cloud was God’s Promise that the earth will no more Perish by water. 
  9:15b


The waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh
3. The bow in the cloud is ever a reminder to God of His Personal Pledge.

  9:14b, 15a

The bow shall be seen in the cloud: and I will remember my covenant.



B. There was God’s Person in the Cloud.


1. His Person in the Cloud
- for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat
Lev. 16:2
a. This was the cloud Brought about by the Burning of incense by Aaron.
Lev. 16:13

He shall put the incense upon the fire… that the cloud…may cover the mercy seat.
b. It was in this cloud that the Lord would Appear Above the mercy seat.
Exo. 25:22

There I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat.
c. The cloud covered the Person of the Lord and Protected Aaron the high priest.


That he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat.
Lev. 16:2
2. His Presence in the Cloud
- the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud.
Exo. 16:10
a. This was the cloud of His Great Glory.

Exo. 40:34-35


A cloud covered the tent…and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle…
b. Later it was to be a pillar of Bright fire by night and a Brilliant cloud by day.
Exo. 40:38


The cloud of the LORD was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by night.
c. It assured His People of His Presence in leading them in the wilderness.
Exo. 40:36-38


When the cloud was taken up…Israel went onward in all their journeys…
C. There was a Picture in the Cloud.
I Cor. 10:1, 2

All our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 

and were all baptized… in the cloud and in the sea.
1. The Picture was one of the People being immersed in baptism with the sea on both sides and the cloud above.
2. The Person in whose Personal name they were baptized unto was Moses.
I Cor. 10:2


Were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 


Cf. our baptism in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
Mt. 28:19
3. The Product of this event:  it is Put in writing that after this, they …
I Cor. 10:3, 4

Did all eat the same spiritual meat; and did all drink the same spiritual drink:

Cf. the two ordinances given by the Lord to His Church:
a. The Ordinance of Baptism: 
Mt. 28:19


Go… teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

b. The Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper:

I Cor. 11:26


For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.
D. There is Prospect in the Cloud.
1 Th.  4:17

We which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds.


to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

1. The Remembrance Feast is only till he come.
I Thes. 11:26b 
2. Then the Lord Himself will Return in the Clouds, the same way as He ascended.
Acts 1:9, 11 cf. Mt. 24:30

He was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight… this same Jesus,

 which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.

3. When He comes He will Resurrect the dead and Rapture the living to be with Him forevermore. I Thes. 4:17


Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds,

 to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Con: Until then, let us remember the Lord “till He come”.
When He comes in the clouds descending, And they who loved Him here,
From their graves shall awake and praise Him With joy and not with fear; 

When the body and the soul are united, And clothed no more to die,
What a shouting there will be when each other’s face we see, Changed in the twinkling of an eye.


Fanny Crosby
Reflections for the Week
R. 94
1.
The best possible advice for one who always lives in the clouds is to come down to earth. 
However, for Christians who centre their lives and living on the earth, who mind earthly things 
(Phil. 3:19), it is best that they be advised to live in the clouds. It is there that they will find God’s 
Person, God’s Presence, God’s Promises and get the correct Perspective of things eternal. 


What do think of this advice?
2.
Now men see not the bright light which is in the clouds: but the wind passeth, and cleanseth them.



Job 37:21, KJV

On a stormy day, on the earth, looking up to the clouds, we see their underside. They look gloomy, 
dark and threatening. We cannot see the bright light which is in the clouds the source of which is 
the sun from above. To see the sunshine, we need to be above the clouds. 

Are you going through some stormy weather in your life these days? Then you need to rise above 
your circumstances, and realise that above those dark clouds hanging and hovering over you, there 
is always the Sun that will appear, and the sunshine you will experience, once the winds come and 
blow the clouds past or cleanse them of their load of rain. 


We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine 
behind the curtain, where Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf, has entered, having become a high 
priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.
Rom. 6:19, 20, NIV

Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, 


 [and that]  we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;

 but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
Heb. 4:14-16
