92.  Rumination for Nov.  26, 2006
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The Theme: 
Suffering and Sin
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The Text:  
Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent? 

or where were the righteous cut off?.
Job 4:7
The Thots: 

Intro: Eliphaz, the Temanite, represents Human Philosophy and Rationale in finding the Cause for Job’s Suffering.
A. The Human Understanding
Job 4:7
1. The innocent will not Perish – who ever perished, being innocent?
2. The righteous will not be Punished – where were the righteous cut off?

Job was suffering, therefore, he was not innocent, nor was he righteous 


– he must be a sinner and he was suffering for his sin.

B. The Lord’s Questioning
Lk. 13:1-5

1. Question 1: Were those Galilaeans who suffered at the hands of Pilate when they were 

offering sacrifices greater sinners than the other Galilaeans because they suffered thus?
13:1, 2

Suppose ye that these Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things?

2. Question 2: Were the 18 who were killed when the Siloam tower fell on them greater sinners


than the other inhabitants of Jerusalem because they suffered this kind of death?

13:4


Those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them,

 think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?

The people suffered and died; was it because they were not innocent or righteous?

And those who did not suffer or die; were they righteous and not sinners? 

C. The Lord’s Ruling – Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.
1. Suffering is no proof that a person is a Sinner.

Cf. If any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God …
I Pet. 4:16
2. All are Sinners – there is none innocent; there is none righteous.

Rom. 3:1


As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:

Rom. 3:10


For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

Rom. 3:23

All need to Repent.


Lk. 13:3, 5
D. The Lord’s Providing – For this Cause…
1. God made Christ  to be sin for us, He who knew no sin; 

that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

II Cor. 5:21
2. Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust,

I Pet. 3:18


 that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

The only Course left for all sinners now is to repent and believe in Christ and what He did for them.

And this was what we have done. From Sinners we have now become Saints!
E. The Human Remembering – Thus, in Case…
1. Job forgot, Eliphaz reminded him that only Sinners Suffered:
Job 4:7


Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent? 


or where were the righteous cut off? – but that was not true!
2. Those in Jerusalem and elsewhere forget all are sinners; they need to Remember to Repent:  Lk. 13:3, 5

Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish – and this is still true!
3. We forget Him Who suffered and died for us to be our Saviour from Sin, Jesus reminds us:

a. To eat of the bread and remember Him.

I Cor. 11:24
b. To drink of the cup, and remember Him.

I Cor. 11:25


Let us therefore do it this day in Spirit and in truth!

Jn. 4:24


For God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
King of my life, I crown Thee now, Thine shall the glory be;
Lest I forget Thy thorn crowned brow, Lead me to Calvary.

Lest I forget Gethsemane, Lest I forget Thine agony;
Lest I forget Thy love for me, Lead me to Calvary.

Reflections for the Week
R. 92
1.
I Pet. 4:16 - 
Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; 




but let him glorify God on this behalf.

Why be a Christian, if his or her lot may be suffering?


Paul himself made suffering for Christ as one of his aspirations:


Phil. 3:10 -

That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, 



and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death

Reflect on this suffering aspect of Christian living and pray for the faithful saints and servants who are 
suffering for Christ this week. The Suffering Church is a reality in many parts of the world today.

2.
Why does God allow so much suffering in the world today? Can repentance and faith in the Gospel 
guarantee a sinner freedom from suffering? Is not this the promise proffered to some people to come 
and believe in Christ in some circles of proclaiming the Gospel? If suffering can be a possible outcome 
of believing in Christ, how would you seek to win someone for Him this week?
