78.  Rumination for Aug. 20, 2006

The Theme: 
Hungry and Thirsty
The Text:  
After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.
Mt. 4:2, NIV
The Thots: 


Intro.: Jesus was ever a True Man when He was on earth – it was recorded that He was hungry and thirsty.
A. Jesus Christ – Hungry and Thirsty
1. At the Commencement of His Public Ministry.


Mt. 4:2

When he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungered.
2. In the Course of His Public Ministry.

a. For His own Self: He experienced literal hunger and thirst:

i. He was Hungry: when they were come from Bethany, he was hungry.
Mk. 11:12

ii. He was Thirsty:  Jesus saith unto her (Samaritan woman), Give me to drink.
Jn. 4:7
b. To the Sinners: He offered to quench their spiritual hunger and thirst.



i. He Stated the Conditions:


Jn. 6:53


Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, 



and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.

ii. He Specified His Concept – what He meant:


Jesus said unto them…he that cometh to me shall never hunger; (because he eats of My flesh)


and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. (because he drinks of My blood)
c. To others they can Satisfy His virtual hunger and thirst:

i. His Puzzling Statement:


Mt. 25:35

I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink.


ii. The Poser and Surprise:


Mt. 25:37


Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?

iii. The Problem Solved:


Mt. 25:40


Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.

3. At the Completion of His Public Ministry.

a. On the Cross, He cried out: I thirst.


Jn. 19:28
b. It was at the Completion of His Mission. 


Jn. 19:30, NIV
When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." 
With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

c. He Completed His task as Man.  Now as Man…

Heb. 2:18; 4:15
i. … he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted

ii. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;

but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

B. The Corinthian Christians – Hungry and Thirsty
1. Their Sad State at the Supper.
I Cor. 11:21, 22

For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, and another is drunken.

a. Their Demeanour is Spiteful – despise ye the church of God?
b. Their Deed is Shameful – shame them that have not?
2. The Remedy is to Really Remember the Lord at His Supper.


I Cor. 11:24, 25
a. The Church is to eat the bread – it is the act of remembrance of His Body Broken for us.


Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.

b. The Church is to drink of the cup – it is the act of remembrance of His Blood shed for us.


This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.
3. The Reason for the Church to do this:
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.

Verily God, yet become truly human – Lower than angels – to die in our stead;

How hast Thou, long promised “seed of the woman,” Trod on the serpent, and bruised his head!

How didst Thou humble Thyself to be taken, Led by Thy creatures, and nailed to the cross!

Hated of men, and of God, too, forsaken, Shunning not darkness, the curse, and the loss!

How hast Thou triumphed. And triumphed with glory, Battled death’s forces, rolled back every wave!

Can we refrain, then, from telling the story? Lord, Thou art Victor o’er death and the grave.

Unknown
