77.  Rumination for Aug. 13, 2006

The Theme: 
Samson’s last hours
The Text:  
Samson called unto the LORD...“strengthen me; I pray thee, only this once”
 Jud. 16:28
The Thots: 


Intro.: Compare and Contrast the Last Hours of Samson with the Last Hours of Jesus.

A. The Person
1. Samson: He was given to deliver Israel out of Slavery.

Jud. 13:5b

For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son…he shall…deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.

2. Jesus: He was given to save sinners from their Sins.

Matt. 1:21


She shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.
B. The Posture
1. Samson: His hands were outstretched to the left and right.

Jud. 16:29

Samson took hold of the two middle pillars…of the one with his right hand, and of the other with his left.

2. Jesus: His hands were outstretched, being crucified on the cross.

Lk. 23:33


There they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left.

C. The Prayer
1. Samson: He prayed to God to enable him to avenge his enemies.

Jud. 16:28


O God, that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes.

2. Jesus: He prayed to God to forgive His enemies.

Lk. 23:34


Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.

When we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son.
Rom. 5:10
D. The Petition
1. Samson: He petitioned God twice, to be with him, and to strengthen him for this once.
Jud. 16:28
Samson … said, O… GOD, remember me, I pray thee, … I pray thee, only this once, O God…

2. Jesus: He addressed God twice, and asked why for once God was forsaking Him.
Matt. 27:46
Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, … My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
E. The Parting
1. Samson: He bowed down and Committed Suicide by pulling the temple down with him
Jud. 16:30
He bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the lords, and… all the people … therein.

2. Jesus: He bowed His head and Committed His Spirit back to His Father.
Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
Jn. 19:30, NIV
Jesus called out … "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." 
Lk. 23:46, NIV
F. The Product:
1. Samson: The end result of his life was more deaths.

So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life.
Jud. 16:30
2. Jesus: The end result of His death was more dead sinners brought to life. 
Jn. 12:24

I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed.

But if it dies, it produces many seeds.
Conclusion:

· Samson called upon God to Remember Him, and God did:


And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD, remember me.

· The thief on the cross, called on Jesus to Remember him, and Jesus did.


He said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.

· Jesus calls upon His Church to remember Him, do we?

Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.
I Cor. 11:24


This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye…in remembrance of me. 
I Cor. 11:25
Thy body, broken for my sake, My bread from heaven shall be;

The cup of blessing I will take, And thus remember Thee.

Remember Thee, and all Thy pains. And all Thy love to me;
Yea, while a breath – a pulse remains Will I remember Thee.
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