76.  Rumination for Aug. 06, 2006

The Theme: 
The Crown of Thorns


The Text:  
And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head,

Mt. 27:29
The Thots: 


A. The Symbol that was Platted for Christ.


Mt. 27:29

And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head
1. It was a symbol of the soldiers’ Twisted mind to mock Jesus!


They stripped him …and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head.
Mt. 27:29, NIV
2. It was a symbol of the soldiers’ Torture of the innocent Victim.


They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again.
Mt. 27:30
3. It was a symbol of the sinners’ curse – the Thorns in the crown.

See #B below.
B. The Symbol of the Curse Pronounced:  
1. On Sinning Mankind.

Cursed is the ground for thy sake...thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee.
Gen. 3:17, 18

2. On Stubborn Israel.


Upon the land of my people shall come up thorns and briers;

Isa. 32:13

3. On Sinful Gentiles.

For the indignation of the LORD is upon all nations (Gentiles)…
Isa. 34:2
Thorns will overrun her citadels, nettles and brambles her strongholds.
Isa. 34:13
Therefore, all have sinned, and there is none righteous, no, not one!
Rom. 3:23, 10
C. The Symbol Placed on Christ.

1. Jesus Bore the curse of sin on the cross.


Gal. 3:13a
a. The Crown of thorns was a symbol of the curse of the law that man was not able to obey.


Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us.

b. The Crucifixion was another symbol of the curse of the law – for it is written…

Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:


Gal. 3:13b


For he that is hanged is accursed of God.


Deut. 21:23
c. Christ wearing the Crown of thorns and Crucified on the Cross bore our Curse.
See below.
2. In His own Body, Jesus bore our sins on the cross.

I Pet. 2:24

Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree
a. In order to Die for our sins, Jesus took upon Himself a body.

Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith… “a body hast thou prepared me”
Heb. 10:5
b. When He Died on the cross, the veil (curtain) in the temple was rent in two:
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
Mt. 27:51, NIV


Signifying that a new and living way (has) opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body
Heb. 10:2
3. With this, a new Body is now formed, having broken down the partition between Jews and Gentiles.



a. It Comprises of Reconciled and Redeemed Jews and Gentiles in the one body.
Eph. 2:16


And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby
b. The Church is now His one body, be they Jews or Gentiles, all having been baptized into the one Spirit.

For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks…
I Cor. 12:13, NIV
D. The Symbols of Personal Remembrance.

New Symbols are now given to the Church and to us personally – no more the symbol of the thorn, but…
1. The Symbol of the Bread – it is His Body given for us.


Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.
I Cor. 11:24
2. The Symbol of the Cup – it is His Blood shed for us.
This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you.
Lk. 22:20

This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye…in remembrance of me.
I Cor. 11:25

As we partake of the symbols this Lord’s Day, let us not fail to Remember and Revere Him.
Sweet feast of love divine! ‘Tis grace that makes us free
To feed upon the bread and wine, In memory, Lord, of Thee.

That blood that flowed for sin, In symbol here we see,

And feel the blessed pledge within, That we are loved of Thee.

Sir E. Denny
