75.  Rumination for July 30, 2006

The Theme: 
Faith, Hope and Love


The Text:  
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
I Cor. 13:13, NIV
The Thots: 


A. Paul Concluded his Outstanding Ode to love with…:

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
I Cor. 13:13, NIV

1. Faith – it is making the Unseen Seen.


Heb. 11:1
Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not Seen.
 

2. Love – it is making Him mine, and me His.

I am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine:


Song 6:3
3. Hope – it is to be where He is and to be Who He is.


I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
Jn. 14:3


We know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.
I Jn. 3:2

But the greatest of these is LOVE!
· Faith will one day give way to Fulfilment.
· Hope will one day give way to Heavenly Reality.

· But LOVE will ever continue even when Time gives way to Eternity.

B. Paul Commended the Thessalonian Christians for…

Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope 

in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father.

I Thes. 1:3
1. Their Work of Faith.




2. Their Labour of Love.

3. Their Patience of Hope.



C. The Lord Commented on the Ephesian Christians’ …



Rev. 2:2
I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience…
Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works;


1. They had Works but their work was not that of Faith.
2. They had Labour but their patience was not that of Love.
3. They had Patience but their patience was not that of Hope.
It is no wonder that the Lord Rebuked them for they had left out the most important element – their first Love
He therefore asked them to Remember from where they had fallen

And to Repent and Return to their first Works that would lead them back to their first Love. Rev. 2:4, 5

D. The Lord asked Us to Remember Him this Lord’s Day.

I Cor. 11:24, 25
1. We need to see Him by the eyes of Faith as the Unseen Lord at the head of the table;
2. We need to express our Love to Him for Who He is and What He has done for us; 

3. And we need to have Hope to be with Him one day.  

Until then, we need to do this, until He comes.

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.

Let us Remember and Adore Him this day.
By Faith, give us a vision, O Lord, of Thyself present in our midst,
Even as we pour out all our Love at Thy feet,

In Hope of the day when we shall meet
And our Remembrance of Thee becomes a Reality as Thee we greet.

