69.  Rumination for June 18, 2006

[A Father’s Day Rumination]

The Theme: 
Father…My God…Father

The Text:  
Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.

Lk. 23:34
The Thots: 


Intro: When Jesus was on the Cross, He uttered Seven Sayings:

The first was: Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.
Lk. 23:34

The middle one was: My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
Mt. 27:46

The last one was: Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit:
Lk. 23:46

A. Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.

Lk. 23:34
1. Did Judas not know, when He said: Hail, master; and kissed him?
Mt. 26:49

Then why did he plot earlier: Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast.
Mt. 26:48

2. Did the Jews and chief priests not know, when they cried out, Crucify him, crucify him?
Jn. 19:6

Then why did they answer Pilate…he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God. 
Jn. 19:7

3. Did Pilate not know, when delivered he him … unto them to be crucified?
Jn. 19:16

Then why did he proclaim later: Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him.
Jn. 19:6



Did they not know? They knew! Yet the Victim pleaded for the Father’s Love to forgive!



The Son was prepared to suffer the requirement of the law…

Cf. Jn. 19:7



that the Father might be justified to forgive those who betrayed and crucified Him


B. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Mt. 27:46
1. Because as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be lifted up
Jn. 3:14

a. The “Son of Man” was “made” the “Serpent” (the Symbol of Sin) on the cross.

b. For he hath made him to be Sin for us, who knew no sin; 

II Cor. 5:21a

that we might be made the righteousness of God in him

II Cor. 5:21b
2. Because He Himself was bearing our sins in his own body on the tree,
I Pet. 2:24a

 that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. I Pet. 2:24b



The Father of Love must now be the God of Judgment vis-à-vis His Son 

Who was bearing the sins of the whole world upon His shoulders on the tree!

C. Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.

Lk. 23:46
That was the last saying of the Son on the cross. “God” was again His “Father”. He could say that because…
1. He had accomplished the work He Came to do: to be the Mediator between God and Men.



For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus
I Tim. 2:5
It is finished was His cry.


Jn. 19:30

2. He had Commended God’s love towards the world.


God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Rom. 5:8

3. The Son is now back in favour with His Father from Whom He came.
Jn. 16:28
I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father. 
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, 

and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 


to the glory of God the Father.
Phil 2:9-11
4. And for us, because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, 



Abba, Father.

Gal. 4:6
Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: I Jn. 3:1

· Let us remember that all this has been made possible because of…

1. the love of the Father Who loved us and gave His only begotten Son for us.
Jn. 3:16

2. the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
Gal. 2:20

· Let us therefore this Father’s day  and on this Lord’s Day 


Revere the Father and Remember the Son as He had told us to:
I Cor. 11:24

this do in remembrance of me.

Father! We, Thy children, bless Thee, For Thy love on us bestowed:

As our Father we address Thee, Called to be the sons of God.

Wondrous was Thy love in giving Jesus for our sins to die;

Wondrous was His grace in leaving, For our sakes, His home on high.


Dr. Tregelles

