61.
Rumination for Apr. 30, 2006
The Theme: 
The Lord’s Loving Kindness


The Text:  
the LORD deal kindly with you.
Ruth 1:8
The Thots: 

The word kindness (Heb. ḥeseḏ) occurs again in 2:20 and 3:10 in Ruth. An important word in the OT, it is usually associated with loyalty to covenant obligations. It encompasses grace that is extended to the undeserving.
A. The Kindness that was not to be
the LORD deal kindly with you.

Ruth 1:8
1. It was Naomi’s Wish for her daughters-in-law as their Mother –in-law because of…
a. The gracious actions of Ruth and Orpah. 
as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me
b. Their covenant Relationship with their former husbands – they were loyal.

2. But that Was not to be - both were from Moab. They were Gentiles, like us:

Eph. 2:11
a. They were not of the Circumcision.
b. They were aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel.

c. They were strangers from the Covenants of promise.

d. Though they could Claim the Lord’s protection because of their marriage covenant with Israelites.

3. The Lord’s Work and Mission of salvation on earth was …
a. First to Jews: I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

Mt. 15:24

b. Then to Gentiles: the gospel of Christ (is) salvation to the Jew first, and…to the Greek.
Rom. 1:16
c. Thus, His command to the Twelve: Go not into the way of the Gentiles, 


… But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

Mt. 10:5, 6
B. The Kindness that could be.


Ruth 2:20

Blessed be he of the LORD, who hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the dead.

The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen.


1. However, the Lord could fulfil this Requested Kindness through the Man.
a. For Ruth, the Man was Boaz who Could be her Kinsman-Redeemer.

b. She had been loyal in her Covenant relationship to her deceased husband. 

c. Now, this Man would Carry out his covenant relationship to her as a Kinsman Redeemer.

2. The Lord similarly brought us into covenant Relationship through the Man, Jesus.

a. Awake, O sword…against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts.

Zech. 13:7

b. Then came Jesus forth, … And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man! 

Jn. 19:5

c. For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.
I Tim. 2:5

The Man, Jesus, was our Kinsman Redeemer bringing us into Covenant Relationship with God.
C. The Kindness that became a Reality


Ruth 3:10


Blessed be thou of the LORD, my daughter: for thou hast showed more kindness 

in the latter end than at the beginning.

1. At the Beginning Ruth showed her loyalty (kindness) to her marriage covenant.

Ruth 1:8-13

ye have dealt with the dead, and with me.
2. Now she was prepared to commit herself to Boaz.

a. Following the then Custom, she uncovered his feet to make her request for marriage.


she came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down.

Ruth 1:7

b. She now asked him to Commit himself to her too.


She answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; 

for thou art a near kinsman.

Ruth 1:9
3. At the Latter End, she would be showing more kindness because…
a. She was going to enter into a new covenant Relationship with her Rich kinsman Redeemer.
b. She was Willing to take shelter under his Wings.

The phrase thy skirt is kanap, which is translated “wings” in 2:12.
Today, we too have tasted of our Lord’s Loving Kindness and have a covenant Relationship with Him.
He is our Kinsman-Redeemer. Our Covenant with Him is to Remember Him as we drink of the Cup this Lord’s Day.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood;
do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me."
I Cor. 11:25, NIV
Thy loving-kindness is better than life, Thy loving-kindness is better than life;
Rememb’ring Thee, Lord, I’m satisfied, Rememb’ring Thee, Lord, I’m satisfied:

My lips shall praise Thee, thus will I bless Thee – I will lift up my hands to Thy name.
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