13.
Rumination for May 22.

The Theme: 
Two Grains
The Text: 
Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 


it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

Jn. 12:24, NRSV

The Thots:


Introduction: Two grains of wheat fell to the ground and died with each bringing forth much fruit in its own way.

A. The Two “Delivered” – Samson and God’s Son.


1. Their god, Dagon “delivered” Samson to the Philistines.
Jud. 16:23
a. So they offered a great Sacrifice to Dagon.
v. 23

b. So they Sang the praise of their god, Dagon.
v. 24

c. So they would make Sport of Samson.
v. 25

2. God delivered His Son to the people. 

Rom. 8:32 cf. Mk. 9:31; 10:33
a. So they Sought His death.

Matt. 27:1, 2

b. So they Scourged Him and delivered Him to be crucified.
Mt. 27:26

c. So they Slew Him on the cross.
Acts. 2:23


– He was God’s Sacrifice for our Sin, and our Substitute!
Heb. 10:7-10a; I Pet. 2:24a

B. Compare and Contrast The Two at the time of Death.
Jud. 16:28-30; Jn. 12:24

	
	Samson
	I Sam 16
	God’s Son
	

	1. 
	The Posture of the Cross:

Samson took hold of the two middle pillars … of the one with his right hand, and of the other with his left.
	v. 29
	His Position on the Cross:

and they crucified him.

Thus, His hands were outstretched.
	Mk. 15:25

	2. 
	His Prayer to God:

O God…
	 v. 28
	His Prayer: My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
	Mk. 15:34

	3. 
	His Imprecatory Prayer:

…that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines
	v. 28
	His Interceding Prayer:

Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.
	Lk. 23:34

	4. 
	His Final Wish:

Let me die with the Philistines. 

And he bowed himself with all his might;
	v. 30
	His Finished Work:

Jesus said, "It is finished." 

With that, He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.
	Jn. 19:30

	5. 
	His Death brought forth more Death.

…and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life.
	v. 30
	His Death brought forth Life from Death

when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.

And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; … And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,
	Matt. 27:50. NIV

Mt. 27:51, 52

	.
	Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die,

 it abideth alone: 

but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 

Jn. 12:24


Behold His arms extended wide, on the cross!

Behold His bleeding hands and side, on the cross!

And now the mighty deed is done, on the cross!

The battle fought, the victory won, on the cross!


Joseph Hoskins

