30.
Rumination for September 18, 2005

The Theme: 
Come together or Gathered Together
The Text: 
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together
Heb. 10:25


The Thots:


A. Assembling of Ourselves together.
Heb. 10:25

1. The Problem of living in the last days – forsaking the assembling of ourselves together
2. The needed Practice in the last days – exhorting one another
3. The Priority of living in the last days – so much the more, as ye see the day approaching
However, assembling ourselves together can be for good or otherwise:

B. Coming Together

Consider the Coming together of the Corinthian Church – what it should not be:
I Cor.


1. Their coming together for the Lord’s Supper is not for the better but for the worse.
11:17


I praise you not, that ye come together not for the better, but for the worse.

Ct. Presence at the Supper is to show the Lord’s death till He come.

11:26

2. They are Divisive:
11:18


When ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions among you.

Ct. Partaking of the Bread is to demonstrate oneness in Christ.

10:16, 17

3. They have a Diverted Purpose:
11:20


When ye come together… this is not to eat the Lord's supper.

Ct. The Purpose is for the remembrance of the Lord.

11:26

4. They are not Disciplined:
11:33


When ye come together to eat, tarry one for another.

Ct. Patience and orderliness should characterise participation.


5. They are Dishonouring to the Lord: 
14:23


If therefore the whole church be come together…and all speak with tongues, 


and there come in those that are unlearned…will they not say that ye are mad?


6. They are Disorderly: 
14:26a


When ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine… 


Ct. Participation is done unto edifying.

14:26b

Let us take care that ye come not together unto condemnation.


11:34b

Let all things be done unto edifying.
14:26b

For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace.

14:33

C. Gathered Together

Consider the Coming together for the Christian Church – what it should be:

1. It is a Coming together in His Reverent Name and He Promises His Presence.

Matt. 18:20

Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 

2. The Centre for Coming together is the Risen Christ Who makes Possible His Presence.
Lk. 24:33, 34

And … returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, 

Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon.

3. There is also a Commemoration of the Remembered Christ at a Period agreed upon.
Acts 20:7, 8 

Upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, …

 … where they were gathered together.

Gathered, Lord, around Thy table,

Now we seek Thy face;

Let us know Thy presence with us,

Lord of grace!


D. Russell

