43.
Rumination for Dec. 18, 2005

The Theme: 
they Presented Unto Him Gifts
The Text: 
 And they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
Matt. 2:11

The Thots:
 

Intro.: One week more, Christmas Day Coincides with the Commemoration of the Lord on the Lord’s Day.
Let us seek to Prepare ourselves for this special day in putting Christ back where He Rightly belongs

In our Remembrance of His Birth and Death and the Reverence of His Person. Consider therefore…
A. The People – The Mysterious Magi
they




1. Were they Students of the Stars? – they saw the star in the East.
Matt. 2:9
a. The Suggestion from their name – Magi; rendered “wise men” in KJV

The magi were among “the astrologers, those who prophesy by the stars…”


Cf. lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them…

b. The “Star” led them to the young Child. What was the “star”?

i. Was it a Special Star? A Supernova? Saturn and Jupiter in conjunction?
ii. Was it a Supernatural Star? It travelled from north to south 

Stars travel from east to west, not from north to south – Bethlehem was 5 miles south of Jerusalem

iii. Was it the Shekinah Glory that led Israel in the wilderness? 
Exo. 40:36-38

Called a “star” perhaps for lack of a better term.

2. Were they Students of the Scriptures? 
The Magi asked “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?” 
Matt. 2:2

Probably through Studying the OT and other Jewish writings Sourced from the Jews living among them

Cf. there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel,

Num. 24:17

B. The Preparation – and Presentation of Gifts
presented … gifts
1. Their Preparation – They came Prepared with Gifts.
a. They Anticipated a meeting with a King - Where is he that is born King of the Jews?
Matt. 2:1a
b. They Acted on what was revealed to them earlier – we have seen his star in the east
Matt. 2:1b 
c. They came to Adore Him – and are come to worship him.
Matt. 2:1c
d. They came All set with to pay tribute to Him – when they had opened their treasures
Matt. 2:11

2. Their Presents

gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

Matt. 2:11
a. The Presents were Significant – they came out of their treasures.

b. The Presents could be Symbolic – perhaps anticipating the pure Character of Christ:

i. Gold – the Deity and Divinity of His Person.
Cf. the pure gold used for the furniture in the Holy of Holies 
Exo. 25:11, 17
ii. Frankincense – the Purity (Fragrance) of His Humanity.
Cf. the Frankincense used for the furniture in the Holy Place:

· thou shalt make an altar to burn incense upon.

Exo. 30:1

· upon the pure table … thou shalt put pure frankincense upon each row …

Lev. 24:6, 7

iii. Myrrh – His Sacrifice and Death cf. the Spice used in embalming for burial.

Jn. 19:39, 40
c. The Presents Speak of the Divine Deity, Perfect Humanity and Sacrificial Death of our Lord.
C. The Person – and His preeminence
they presented unto HIM
1. The Young Child was Prominent – the young Child and/with Mary/mother 
Mt. 2:11, 13, 14, 20, 21

2. The Young Child was Preeminent– they fell down, and worshipped Him, not the mother!

3.  Today, He is Present at the Table – Let us Remember Him!
As with gladness men of old Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, burning bright;

So, most gracious Lord, may we Evermore be led to Thee.

As they offer’d gifts most rare At the manger rude and bare;

So may we with holy joy, Pure and free from sin’s alloy,

All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King. 

W.C.Diz
