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Rumination for July 17.

The Theme: 
The Blessing and the Blesser
The Text: 
And he called the name of that place Bethel:
Gen. 28:19


 and called the place Elbethel: because there God appeared unto him
Gen. 35:7

The Thots:


A. Jacob – his Bethel and Elbethel

1. At Bethel, Jacob Received God’s Blessing
Gen. 28:19


Luz (= almond tree) was renamed Bethel (= the House of God).
Gen. 28:19

a. It was Bethel because there he heard the Person of God
28:13a

b. It was Bethel because there he received the Promise of God.
28:13b-14

c. It was Bethel because there he was assured the Presence of God.
28:15a

d. It was Bethel because God would bring Him back to the same Place.
28:15b

e. It was Bethel because there he made a Pledge to God…
28:20-22


of all that Thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.


Jacob was taken up with the Blessings that he would receive from God.

2. At Elbethel, Jacob Revered God, the Blesser.
Gen. 35:7

Jacob was about to return to the place where he first started. The place had taken on a new meaning. 

Bethel (the house of God) was about to be renamed Elbethel = the God of Bethel. 

From experiencing the Blessings of God, he had come to know God, the Blesser Himself. 

It was Elbethel because…

a. God in Person had Protected him and His Presence had gone with him all the way. 

35:3


God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went.

b. The Power of God had Prevented His People from being Pursued. 


35:5

the terror of God was upon the cities … and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob.

c. That had been the Place where God first appeared unto him, but now he knew Him in Person.
35:7.

Jacob had come to know the Blesser more than His Blessings.

d. Thus, Jacob “died” and Israel was born and the Promises renewed.
35:9-15 cf. 32:28

B. Jesus – His Table and His Supper

The Lord’s Table – the Place where we Receive the Blessing of Fellowship
I Cor. 10:16, 17, 21

The Lord’s Supper – it Points to the Person Whom we Remember, the Blesser.
I Cor. 11:20, 23-26

1. The Lord’s Table and the Place of Blessing.

10:21

a. The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? 
10:16

Here, we receive the Blessing of Fellowship with Christ.

b. The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?
Here we received the Blessing of Fellowship…

i. With Christ – communion of the body of Christ.
ii. And with one another – 

For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.

2. The Lord’s Supper and the Person Who Blesses.

a. Here we meet the Host of the Supper – He Receives all those who are His.
Cf. Rom. 14:1

b. Here we greet the Head at the Table – He is our Reverent Lord: and we bow before Him.
Cf. Rom. 14:8, 9

c. Here we Heed His Reminder to Remember Him, thus, leading us in turn to worship Him.
I Cor. 11:24, 25

Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; Here would I touch and handle things unseen;

Here grasp with firmer hand the eternal grace, and all my weariness upon Thee lean.

Here would I feed upon the Bread of God; Here drink with Thee the royal wine of heaven;

Here would I lay aside each earthly load; Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven.
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