3.
Rumination for March 13.

The Theme: 
The Tree, the Symbol of the Cross.

The Text:
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree.
1 Peter 2:24
The Thots:

A.  The Tree – The Test of Obedience.
Gen. 2:15-17
1.
God said: 
Of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:



 for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.


2.
The Woman said what God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.


3.
But the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die  - The First and Greatest lie – a half truth!

B.
The Tree – the Tragedy of Disobedience.
Gen. 3:6 cf. I Jn. 2:16

1.
She Saw and her flesh lusted 
- when the woman saw that the tree was good for food 

2.
She Saw and her eyes lusted 
- that it was pleasant to the eyes,

3.
She Saw and her mind lusted 
- and a tree to be desired to make one wise
a.
The Tragedy of Disobedience – 
Gen. 3:6b



she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

b.
The Penalty of Disobedience – 
Gen. 3:17


And unto Adam He (God) said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;

C.
The Tree – the Test of Obedience for Christ.
Luke 23:55


It is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.
Gal. 3:13 cf. Deut. 21:22, 23

1.
Christ was made a curse for us, to redeem us from the curse of the law.

Gal. 3:13

2.
Jesus was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death.

Heb. 2:9

3.
God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them
Gal. 4:4, 5

4. 
He (God) hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin that we might be made

 the righteousness of God in him.

II Cor. 5:21

D.
The Tree – The Triumph of Obedience for Christ.
I Pet. 2:24

Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, 

1.
As Shepherd, He was smitten, now we are healed.
2:24

2.
As Sinners, we were dead in sins, now we live unto righteousness.
2:24

2.
As Sheep we were lost, now we are returned to the Shepherd of our souls.
2:25



God had said, “Eat of the tree, thou shalt surely die”;



The Serpent countered, “Thou shalt not surely die”



Adam and Eve ate of it, and they “died”! – 



The curse of sin and death passed on to me, and I died.



To redeem me, Jesus was made a curse on the tree,



In His own self, He bore my sins in His own body on the tree.



He died; I live. Hallelujah! Now I am free,



Thus, to break the bread and drink the cup, as He said, “to remember Me.”

