33. Rumination for October 09, 2005

The Theme: 
A Place Called…
The Text: 
Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane.
Mt. 26:36

The Thots:


A. a place called Gethsemane.
Mt. 26:36
Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane.

1. 
Its Meaning – A Greek word from Aramaic = an Oil press or Olive press.

It was a garden (Jn. 18:1) Outside the city, across the Kidron Valley on the Mount of Olives.

2. It Marked the Commencement of Jesus’ Mission to the Cross.

a. There He agonised and Sweated drops of blood as He Struggled with His coming mission.  Lk. 22:41-44

i. Being in an agony He prayed more earnestly: 

and His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.
ii. He…kneeled down, and prayed, saying, Father, if Thou be willing, remove this cup from Me: nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done.
b. There Judas Turned Traitor and betrayed His Lord for Thirty pieces of silver. 

i. His earlier Conspiracy with the Chief Priests:

Mt. 26:14, 15

Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, and said unto them, What will ye give me, 

and I will deliver Him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.

ii. His later Commitment in pointing out Christ with a kiss.

Mt. 26:48, 49

Now he that betrayed Him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is He: 
hold him fast. And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed Him.
B. A Place called Golgotha
Mt. 27:33; Mk. 15:22; Jn. 19:17
When they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull.

Cf. And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary,
Lk. 23:33
1. Its Meaning – 

a. Its Aramaic name means “the skull”.

b. Its Alternative names:

i. The Hebrew word gulgoleth also means “head” or “skull”.

cf. II Kgs. 9:35; I Chr. 10:10

And they went to bury her: but they found no more of her than the skull (gulgoleth)

Or as in the NRSV - they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). Mt. 27:33
ii. The Greek version is kravion, cf. Eng. Cranium which is translated “Calvary”

Lk. 23:33

When they were come to the place, which is called Calvary [From Lat. Calvaria = “skull” ] 
2. Its Mark of semblance:

a. Was it a Mound or a Mount?  There was a hill nearby Jerusalem that in some way resembled a skull.

Cf. 
The classic hymn: On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross…

George Bennard
Or 
Calvary’s mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at His feet,
Mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete.
“It is finished!” hear Him cry; learn of Jesus Christ to die.

James Mont​gom​e​ry
b. Or was it a Prominent Public highway where the Romans held their public executions?
Cf. Lam. 1:12

Cf. Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the LORD hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger.
3. Its Message and Challenge: It mattered not where Calvary could be –

What was Certain was that the Lord was Crucified outside the City gate: 
Heb. 13:12, NRSV
a. There He Suffered for our Sins – Jesus also suffered outside the city gate.
b. There He Sanctified us to make us Saintly (holy) – in order to sanctify the people by His own blood.
c. Our Sure response: Let us go forth…unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.
Heb. 13:13, 14

For here have we no Continuing city, but we seek one to Come.

Hence, our Commemoration of Him at the Lord’s Supper until He Comes.
I Cor. 11:26
O Calvary! dark Calvary! Where Jesus shed His blood for me;

O Calvary! blest Calvary!’Twas there my Savior died for me. 
W.M. Dar​wood
C. a place called …Armageddon
Rev. 16:16

He gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.

Gk. Armageddon from Heb. har Mgiddo, hill or city of Megiddo.



 


When Jesus comes again in Judgment…

1. His feet will Split the Mount of Olives.
Zech. 14:4

And His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives…and the mount…shall cleave in the midst thereof…and there shall be a very great valley…

2. He will aSsemble His enemies together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. Rev. 16:15, 16

And before Him shall be gathered all nations: and He shall separate them one from another, 


and He will judge them, after which He will establish His kingdom of peace on earth.
Mt. 25:31, 32
Then the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and His name one. Zech. 14:9
