Year of the Pig
(Chinese New Year, 2007)

By K. C. Ung
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(1)
Traditionally: In traditional China, dating methods were cyclical. A popular folk method which reflected this cyclical method of recording years are the Twelve Animal Signs. Every year is assigned an animal name or "sign" according to a repeating cycle: Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Sheep, Monkey, Rooster, Dog, and Pig/Boar. Therefore, every twelve years the same animal name or "sign" would reappear. The animal signs also serve a useful social function for finding out people’s ages. 

According to Chinese legend, the twelve animals quarrelled one day as to who was to head the cycle of years. The gods were asked to decide and they held a contest: whoever was to reach the opposite bank of the river would be first, and the rest of the animals would receive their years according to their finish. All the twelve animals gathered at the river bank and jumped in. Unknown to the ox, the rat had jumped upon his back. As the ox was about to jump ashore, the rat jumped off the ox's back, and won the race. The pig, who was very lazy, ended up last. That is why the rat is the first year of the animal cycle, the ox, second, and the pig last. 
[For further information visit http://www.c-c-c.org/chineseculture/zodiac/zodiac.html
]
 (2) In the English Vocabulary: 


In English, there are many idioms and expressions associated with a pig, e.g.  a person may be called a pig;

· 
 then we have a guinea pig [a person on whom new ideas or products are tested];
· 
 a pig in a poke [something bought or accepted without first seeing or knowing what it is like]
· 
 eat like a pig [to eat a lot, or to eat noisily and unpleasantly]
· 
make a pig of yourself [to eat too much]
· 
make a pig's ear of something/doing something [to do something very badly]
· 
 squeal like a stuck pig [to make a long, high sound, usually because you are hurt]
· 
 sweat like a pig [to sweat a lot]
· 
pig out [to eat a lot]
· 
in a pig's eye [something said where there is no chance that it is true or will happen].

(3)
Biblically: What does the Bible have to say about the pig or swine? 

A. The Connotation of the Pig.

1. Its Origin.
[Swine in KJV and Pig in NIV generally]

Swine, now obsolete and boorish in most uses, though retained in a few technical terms, e.g. swine fever, swineherd, swine pox. Normally, it is replaced by an equally old English word, “pig”. 

Male is boar, female is sow and the litter is a farrow of piglets.  

Wild boar is the general term of the domestic pig; most other wild species are called hogs.

2. Its Occurrences:

a. The O.T. Hebrew word  hazir/chaziyr is translated “swine” or “swine’s” 6 times and “boar” once in KJV:
 
i. Used in a Proverb.
Pro.11:22
ii. Used of a Polluted animal:  the pig's unclean nature.
Lev.11:7; Deut. 14:8; Isa. 65:4; 66:3, 17
iii. Used of A Pig running wild in the forest – translated boar.
Psa. 80:13 cf. NIV
b. The N. T. Greek Choiros is used in the plural in the Synoptic Gospels 14 times in 13 verses, as follows:

i. Do not cast pearls before swine.
Matt. 7:6
ii. Demons cast into a herd of swine.
Mt. 8:30-32 (3x); Mk. 5:11-13, 14,16 (5x); Lk. 8:32, 33
iii. The prodigal son cast among swine.
Lk. 15:15, 16
c. The Greek Hus = sow, feminine of swine is used only in II Pet. 2:22
B. Comparisons with the  Pig

1. Be a Cow (Ox), but not a Pig nor a Camel.
Lev. 11:2, 3 ct. Lev. 11:7, 8;  Deut. 14:4-8 (4, 7, 8)
a. The Qualities:
Lev. 11:3
i. The Characteristics of a Clean animal :


Whatsoever parteth the hoof, and is clovenfooted, and cheweth the cud, among the beasts, that shall ye eat.
ii. The Cow is Clean and can be eaten because it has Completely Cloven hoofs and it Chews the Cud.


These are the beasts which ye shall eat: the ox, the sheep, and the goat.
Deut. 14:4

You may eat any animal that has a split hoof completely divided and that chews the cud. (NIV)
· A Completely Cloven hoof speaks of Separation:


God is a Holy God – those who are His must be Holy as He is:
Deut. 14:2, 3

· For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath chosen thee 

to be a peculiar people unto himself, above all the nations that are upon the earth.

Thou shalt not eat any abominable thing.

· Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

I Pet. 1:16

· Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 


and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.
II Cor. 6:17

· Chewing the Cud speaks of Reading and Ruminating the Word.


Cf. the cow grazing the grass and chewing the cud later.

· Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed…to thy word. 
Psa. 119:9

· His delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.
Psa. 1:2

b. The Similarities: the Cow and the Pig have cloven-feet.
Deut. 14:4, 6, 8

"Cloven-feet" speaks of separation; though both animals possess "cloven-feet" each speaks of  


  Separation with a difference:

i. Between a Cow and a Pig – both have cloven hoofs.

ii. Between a Cow and a Camel – both chew the cud.

· The Cow's Separation is like the Separation of the Nazarite.
Num. 6:1-21

He obeys the Word and lives a life Separate from the World unto the Lord.
· The Pig’s Separation is like the Separation of the Pharisee.
Matt. 15:10-20

He separates from the World outwardly but disobeys the Word inwardly.
· The Camel’s Separation is like the “Separation” of the Mixed Multitude.
Num. 11:4-6

He is separate from the World outwardly but inwardly Longs and Lusts for the things of the World. 
c. Their Dissimilarities: 
i. The Cloven-footed pig does not chew the cud and is unclean.
Lev. 11:7

ii. The Cud-chewing camel is not cloven-footed and is unclean.
Deut. 14:7b

Thus:
· The Cow Christian Reads and Ruminates the Word of God, and being Cleansed by it from the inside,

(cf. Ps.119:9) leads a Clean Life separated from the World as a Nazarite is separated unto God.
· The Pig Christian Lives a Polluted life without the Cleansing effect of God's Word from the inside.  

While he separates himself, like a Pharisee, from any uncleanness from the outside, he remains defiled 
and polluted inside.  

Matt. 15:10-20
· The Camel Christian knows the Word and yet yearns for the World at the same time.
Cf. I Jn. 2:15-17

He is the Compromising Christian loving the world and lusting after the things of the world.


Note: The Clean and Unclean animals are so specified for their Ceremonial Character in the O. T.


Literally for the Christians there are no more Clean and Unclean animals and we can eat all of them as


What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.

Acts 10:15 even as earlier…

There came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.

Acts 10:13
2. Be neither a Dog, nor a Sow.


II Pet.  2:22 cf. Pro. 26:11


Peter quotes Pro. 26:11in mentioning the dog. The second saying is not found in Scripture.

a. The Implication:  Both animals were once cleaned from the outside and looked clean.

b. The Illustration:  Both illustrate a nature that was never Reborn, though Reformed.

Pagan sources speak of hogs delighting to bathe in a filthy mudhole. Robertson refers to  a story about a 
hog in ancient literature "that went to the bath with people of quality; but on coming out saw a stinking 
drain, and went and rolled himself in it."

c. The Instructors (False teachers, etc.):

II Pet. 2:10-21
i. Those Experiencing an External Reformation through an Intellectual Assent.
ii. Those Excluded from an Internal Regeneration by not being Born Again.
iii. Those Ending with a Final Return to their unregenerate Beginning.
C. Decorations (Adornments) of a Pig.

1. A Ring In the Pig’s Snout.
Pro. 11:22; cf. Isa.  3:21 



As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is a fair woman which is without discretion.
KJV


Like a gold ring in a pig's snout is a beautiful woman without good sense.
NRSV



The Beauty of a Fair Woman is Enhanced....

a. By her Warm Heart and Quiet Spirit and not her Poking Nose.    I Pet. 3:3, 4 "quiet" as in I Thes. 4:11

b. By her Spiritual Submission and not her Ostentatious Ornamentation.
I Pet. 3:5; I Tim. 2:9, 11

c. By her Modesty and Sobriety and not her Jewellery.
I Tim. 2:9
· Cf. Jezebel and her painted face/eyes
II Kgs. 9:30
· she painted her face, and tired her head.
KJV

· she painted her eyes, arranged her hair.
NIV

· Cf. Today’s modern youths with studs, rings, jewelry, etc. inserted into their nose, ear, tongue, navel, etc.

2. Pearls Under the Pig’s Hoofs.
Mt. 7:6 (Cf.  II Pet. 2:22) 


"Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. 


If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces.”
NIV

a. Both animals cannot appreciate Intrinsic-valued Gifts.  


The holy thing is that which is recognised as sacred and the “holy thing” probably the meat offered in 
sacrifice. The picture may be that of a priest throwing a piece of flesh from the altar of burnt offering to 
one of the many dogs found in the streets of Eastern cities.
b. Both can turn on and Intimidate the Giver.


Pearls before swine: this is another picture of a rich man wantonly throwing handfuls of small pearls to swine. It is pointed out by one commentator that swine in Palestine were at best half-tamed, the hog being an unclean animal. The wild boar haunts the Jordan valley to this day. Small pearls, called by jewellers, seed-pearls, would resemble the peas or maize on which the swine feed.  They would rush upon them when scattered, and, discovering the cheat, would 
trample upon them and turn their tusks upon the man who scattered them.  

Cf. the dogs that turn on their owners these days. We are warned of these dogs by Paul himself: 

Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision.
Phil. 3:1
D. The Degeneration Associated with the Pig.
1. The Prodigal's Degeneration.
Lk. 15:15-22.




When he sank to that Level in his Life and in his Living, when gladly 



[he would] have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating.
Lk. 15:15, NIV
a. It is to sink to the Deepest Depths of Degeneration.
Lk. 15:15, 16


To Jewish minds the prodigal son had reached the utter limits of paganism when feeding the 


swine of a Gentile (Lk.15:15). The pigs looked after by the prodigal son were in a foreign country.
b. It is to miss out the "Worst" of the Worthy from the Father's house.
Lk. 15:17

And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's

 have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!
c. It should awake us unto Repentance and seek God's Restoration.
Lk. 15:18-22

I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven,

and before thee, And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.

2. The Demons' Destruction.
Mt. 8:28-32; Mk. 5:11ff; Lk. 8:32ff
a. The Pigs were the Destination of the Demons.
Mt. 8:31, 32, NIV

The demons begged Jesus, "If you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs.

b. The Pigs were Treasured above the Teacher.
Mt. 8:34

And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: and when they saw Him, 


they besought Him that He would depart out of their coasts.
c. The Pigs were the Proof of the People's Pollution.
Mt. 8:33 "kept" = "fed" cf. Isa. 65:4; 66:17


In this incident the swine owners were apparently Jews.

3. The Worshipper's Delusion. "As if he offered swine's blood"; "their delusions" 
Isa.  66:3; 65:2-4




Marked by Adherence to External Regulations…

a. Without Internal Reflection.
Mal. 1:7

Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee
 
In that ye say, The table of the LORD is contemptible.
b. Without Spiritual Reverence.
Mal. 1:8, 13

And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil?

 offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? 
c. Without Actual and Real Obedience.
Isa. 66:3b, 4; Mal. 1:14, NIV

Cursed is the cheat who has an acceptable male in his flock and vows to give it,

 but then sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord. For I am a great king,"

 says the LORD Almighty, "and my name is to be feared among the nations.
E. The Desecration with the Pig


Pigs were frequently used in worship among heathen people [Isa. 65:4; 66:3, 17], and this may account for their 
being forbidden to the Jews as food. Evidence in Palestine shows that swine were sacrificed long before the 
Hellenistic times. Pig bones were found in the grotto below the rock-cut place of sacrifice at Gezer. A similar 
underground chamber with vessels containing piglet bones at Tirzah dates to the Middle Bronze Age; and at Ai 
were unearthed alabaster fragments of a statuette of a pig ready to be sacrificed. Among the Greeks the 
agrarian rites of the swine god Adonis were popular. Swine were sacrificed to Aphrodite and in Greece and 
Asia Minor to Venus. In addition pigs were sacrificed in connection with oaths and treaties: in the Iliad 
Agamemnon sacrificed a boar to Zeus and Helius.
1. Historically:

a. The Temptation to Iniquity in Old Testament times:

Isa. 66:17


They that sanctify themselves…in the gardens behind one tree in the midst, eating swine's flesh,


Inhabitants of Palestine were known to kill and eat pigs freely. 

b. The Test of Loyalty in inter-testament times:

Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the Syrian king, prohibited Jewish worship and introduced or substituted the 
worship of the Olympian Zeus (1 Macc 1:54; 2 Macc 6:2; Ant, XII, v, 4) bringing about an insurrection of 
the Jews, under the Maccabees, in his unsuccessful war in 167-164 bc with them.
i. Antiochus used the pig as a test of loyalty to the Jewish faith by requiring its consumption. II Macc. 6:18

ii. Pig blood was also sprinkled on the temple altar to bring about its desecration.
  I Macc.1:47
c. The Trend to Mediocrity in New Testament times:
Matt.8:30-34

Those tending the pigs ran off, went into the town and reported all this.
Matt. 8:33

The Jews had come to ignore their own law on this subject – they were keeping pigs!




d. The Token of  Orthodoxy in modern times:



The pig is regarded by Muslims with no less loathing than by Jews today.  

2. Eschatologically:

a. The Appearance of the Man of Sin in the Temple in the end times.

II Thes. 2:3, 4

Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except… that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.
b. The Abomination of the Man of Sin in the Temple:




The Sacrifice of Swine on the Altar?
i) It is Expected that on that day he will Cause all Jehovah worship to Cease 

and he will set up an abomination.
Dan. 9:27, NIV

He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.' In the middle of the 'seven' 

he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple 

he will set up an abomination that causes desolation…

ii) Jesus Explained that the setting up of the abomination was the sign for the Great Tribulation to begin.
Matt. 24:15, 16, 21

When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet,

 stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains… For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.
iii) What would be Exhibited in this setting up of an abomination be?

Could it be the desecration of the temple altar by the sacrifice of pig’s blood as in the days of Antiochus?

c. The Arrival of the Messenger and Saviour to His Temple.
Mal. 3:1

To put an end to all this, the Lord Jesus Himself will come to His Temple to save His Covenanted 
people.

i.
Immediately after the tribulation of those days … shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: 

and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
Matt. 24: 29, 30
ii.
Behold, I will send My Messenger…and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, He shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.
Conclusion:  In this Year of the Pig:
a) Do not be a Pig or Camel Christian but be a Cow Christian: 
i) A Cow Christian reads God's Word, Leads a Separated life from the World, and is Sanctified unto the Lord. 
ii) A Pig Christian Professes to know God’s Word but Possesses not its Power to live for God in the World.
iii) A Camel Christian compromises the Word, and Longs and Lusts after the World.

b) Examine yourself to ensure that you are neither a Sow nor a Dog 


- presuming to be saved when you are not; Reformation is not Regeneration.
c) Sisters need to be Spiritual, Sensible and Sobre – have golden hearts rather than golden rings on pig’s snouts. 
d) Do not cast pearls before pigs but learn to Treasure Things which are holy and of value.
e) Be Faithful and Fruitful to the Lord unto death, if it needs be, until He comes again.
Please note three things:

(1) The above Concluding exhortation is given in the Context of our study on the Year of the Pig above.

(2) The Clean and Unclean animals are with reference only to the Jews and Judaism.

(3) For the Christian Church the Lord’s injunction to Peter applies:
Acts 11-16

And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him [Peter], as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth:  Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean. And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven.

A Blessed and Fruitful Chinese New Year 
to all Chinese Christians.
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