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  Rom. 5:12-21
By KC Ung
The Added Revelation of God’s Righteousness in Justification:

Justification: The Imputation of Righteousness.
3:20-5:21

Sanctification: The Impartation of Righteousness.
6:1-8:39

Introduction: Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin…
Rom. 5:12
 
Wherefore (KJV) = Therefore (NRSV, NIV)

· Therefore introduces the main divisions in the book of Romans, as…

Prelude or Introduction
Rom. Ch. 1:1-17
(I) Principles or Doctrines...
Rom. 1:18-8:39
Of Condemnation of Sin. Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man. 
1:18 -3:20 (2:1)
Of Justification by Faith. Therefore being justified by faith
3:20-5:21 (5:1)
Of Sanctification by the Spirit . There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
6:1-8:39 (8:1)


which are in Christ, (who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. KJV)
(II) Parenthesis – Israel’s Departure and Restoration.
Rom. 9:1-11:36 (11:22)

Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God.
(III) Practice or Deportment.
Rom. 12:1-15:33 (12:1)



Of Service: I beseech you therefore, brethren… present your bodies…which is your reasonable service.
Greetings of Grace and Peace Salutations to Partners
Rom. 16:1-27
· Therefore concludes the discussion on Justification (3:20-5:21).
5:12-21 (5:18)

Justification: The Imputation of Righteousness.
3:20-5:21

Sanctification: The Impartation of Righteousness.
6:1-8:39

A. The Therefore of the Entry of Death because of One Man’s Disobedience.
Rom. 5:12-17 cf. 19
1. The Entry of Sin and Death – Wherefore, as by one man the sin… the death…
5:12
a. It Commenced with one man’s Disobedience…
5:19

b. The Consequence was Death by sin through this one man.
5:12a

c. Thus, the Condemnation came upon all men – all men have to Die.
5:12b cf. Rom. 6:23

i. Death, the Consequence of one man’s sin, was Passed on to all men – death passed upon all men cf. Jn. 1:8
ii. Death, also became the Penalty of all [who] have sinned or who Committed sin.
Cf. I Jn. 1:10, 9
2. The Explanation:

Rom. 5:13-17

a. The Two Comparative Periods: 
5:13, 14, NRSV
i. Before the Law: From Adam to Moses. 
· Adam’s Race Stained by Sin: Sin was indeed in the world before the law.
5:13

The State (nature) of Adam’s Sin was Passed down to his Posterity.
5:12b
Cf. Levi was paying tithes to Melchizedek when he was still in the loins of Abraham.  Heb. 7:5, 9, 10
· Though sin then was not (imputed) Reckoned to the Personal breaking of the Law. 5:13b
Sin is not reckoned when there is no law.
· Ellogeo = to Reckon in, i.e. attribute:--impute, put on account.
Strong


· Note: No Reference to sin offering between Gen 4:7 to Exo. 29:14, i.e. from Adam to Moses.

·  Yet Death exercised Dominion from Adam to Moses,
5:14a, NRSV 
Death was the evidence of sin - For the wages of sin is death.
6:23

· Though Adam’s Descendants did not sin in the way Adam did, they still sinned. 
5:14b
· They sinned when they knew what was good and evil and Chose evil.   Gen. 3:22, 23 cf. 7:15-17, 11-13
· They sinned in acts not unlike those Contained in the law given later:
Cf. 2:12, 14
· They Sinned because of the law of Conscience in them:
Cf. 2:15
· Christ is the anticipated Referent: Adam is a type of the One who was to come.
5:14c


· As Adam’s one act of Offence brought death to all, even when there was no personal sin, 
So Christ’s one work of Obedience brings righteousness to those who are in Him, 
even when they have no personal righteousness.
· God had provided Reconciliation for sin in Christ. 
Cf. II Cor. 5:19

· Thus David’s Illegitimate child in its Innocence was Reconciled to God.
II Sam. 12:23

ii. After the Law: One is either in Adam or in Christ.
5:15-17 See (b) below.
b. The Two Contrastive Parallelisms – so also; Adam and Christ; Sin and the Free Gift
5:15-17, NRSV
In Adam (the offence of one many be dead); in Christ (the gift by grace… hath abounded unto many.)

i. The free gift is not like the trespass.
5:15a
· Sin by one makes many dead – through the offence of one many be dead
5:15b
[many = all - death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.]
5:12
· The grace of God, and the gift by grace…by one man, Jesus Christ.
5:15c

hath abounded unto many.
5:15d


[many = all, i.e. available to all; but only the many appropriate it in faith]
Also see #B2
ii. And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man's sin.
5:16, NRSV
· Judgment followed one Sin of disobedience: (Adam’s)
cf. 5:19a
· Justification abounds even with many sins because of Christ’s obedience.
cf. 5:19b

· Death reigns because of One man’s Offence of Disobedience.
5:17a cf. 19a
· They which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness 

shall reign in life by One, Jesus Christ.
5:17b
B. The Therefore of the Entry of Life because of Justification and Grace.
Rom. 5:18-21
Therefore…by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.

1. The Summarised Continuation from v. 12 – Therefore…therefore
5:18 cf. v. 12
a. A Continuation to Conclude:
5:18a
i. Wherefore in v. 12…Therefore (Consequently, NIV) in v. 18
ii. A Pertinent Parenthesis.
5:13-17, (KJV)
b. The Contents of the Conclusion.
5:18b
i. One Offence by One man (Adam) Concluded with the Judgment of Condemnation upon all men.
· Offence is Trespass (NRSV, NIV) is paraptoma (Gk.),  a side-slip (lapse or Deviation), 
i.e. (wilful) transgression (Strong). Thus, Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: 
for sin is the transgression of the law.
I Jn. 3:4
· The One Offence (Adam’s transgression, KJV; breaking a command, NIV) was Deliberate.
5:14
It brought the Judgment of Death upon All men, Disrupting man’s relationship with God.


ii. One’s Obedience and righteousness Justifies the Commendation of the free gift upon all men.
5:18c
· His Obedience led Him to the Point of Paying the Penalty of man’s sin, i.e. Death.
Phil. 2:8b
· His Obedience Fulfilled all Requirements of Righteousness to Justify Him with the Right 
to give life Freely to all men who believe.


Justification is dikaiosis, from dikaioo = to Render just or innocent; be Righteous.
(Strong)
Thus, the Lord because He is Just (Righteous) He is Justified to give the gift of life freely.
3:26
To declare…His righteousness: that He might be just, and the Justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
2. The Emphasised Conclusion.
Rom. 5:19
a. One Disobeyed and his sin was passed on to “many”, i.e. All were made sinners.


5:19a cf. 2:12; 3:12, 23; 5:12, 18a
b. One Obeyed and many (i.e. the all) who Believe shall Become righteous.
5:19b
i. A Present Position: that we might become the righteousness of God.
Cf. II Cor. 5:21, NIV; Rom. 3:22; 5:18b
ii. A Potential Prospect: that shall many be made (become) righteous.
5:19b

“When imputed righteousness will have become righteousness possessed in unblemished fullness.”

They are and have never been righteous. As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:
 3:10
3. The Extended Conclusion – Moreover
Rom. 5:20, 21

a. The Role of Law – Moreover the law entered
5:20
i. Temporarily the Role of Law was that the offence might abound [the trespass might increase, NIV]
· So that sin could be Recognised for what it was
I Jn. 3:4

· And to Reveal much more the need for Christ’s saving work: 
5:20b cf. 5:15; Gal. 3:19
ii. Basically the Revelation of the Law is good: 
Rom. 7:12; I Tim. 1:9-11; Rom. 6:15
iii. Permanently to Resolve the Law’s abounding effects of sin with superabounding Grace:
5:20c


· The law entered, that the offence might abound. (pleonazo = to make more, i.e. increase).
· But where sin abounded, (pleonazo)
· Grace did much more abound: (huperperisseuo = to superabound; overflow superlatively)
· Cf. the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded (perisseuo 

= to superabound (in quantity or quality), be in excess, be superfluous) unto many. 5:15
b. The Reign of Sin and Grace
5:21
i. The Reign of Sin and Death – Sin hath reigned unto death.
5:21



· Death reigned from Adam to Moses.
5:14

· By one man's offence death reigned by one;
5:17a
ii. The Reign of Grace – 
· Grace Reigns through Righteousness by Jesus Christ.
5:21

· Grace Recipients Reign by Jesus Christ.
5:17b
The glory of Christianity is that GRACE REIGNS. God, is the glory of His grace, is finally triumphant.
The death-power of sin is great. The life-power of grace is greater! GRACE REIGNS.
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