ZOOMING IN ON ZECHARIAH

By KC Ung

Study I – The Preliminaries, Pronouncements and Pictures - Visions 1 & 2
Zech. Ch. 1

Study II – Visions 3-5
Zech. Chs. 2-4
A. Vision 1: 
The Picture of the Horseman on the Red Horse.
Zech. 1:7-17

B. Vision 2: 
The Picture of the Four Horns and the Four Smiths.
Zech. 1:18-21


C. Vision 3: 
The Picture of the Man with the Measuring Line.
Zech. Ch. 2

D. Vision 4: 
The Picture of Joshua the High Priest.
Zech. Ch. 3
E. Vision 5: 
The Picture of the Golden Lampstand and the two Olive Trees.

Zech. Ch. 4
Study III – Visions 6-8
Zech.  Chs. 5, 6
The last three visions have to do with the administration of judgment. 

A. Vision 6: 
The Picture of the Flying Roll (Scroll)



Zech. 5:1-4


Recap.  
1st Three Visions – Outward Prosperity for Israel and Jerusalem



4th & 5th Visions – Inward blessing for the Nation



6th & 7th Visions –Wayward Judged before the Blessing.

Vision 6: 
Perjurers and thieves cursed by God’s Precepts: 




They would be Rebuked by God’s Word and would Receive God’s curse.

1. The Measurements: 20 by 10 cubits.
Cf. The Measurements of the Sanctuary.
Zech. 5:1, 2



“Men are not to be judged as to sin by their own measures in their false balances – the measure of the sanctuary is that by which man’s actions are to be weighed.” (Cf. I Sam. 2:30) – C.H.H. Wright.

a. The Question: What seest thou?
5:2a
b. The Vision: a flying roll; twenty cubits by ten cubits.
5:2b

i. Its large Size – 20 x 10 cubits, measurements of the Sanctuary?

ii. It was Spread out – readable from both sides.
5:3

iii. Its Suspended position – as flying/floating, i.e. swift to enter house and act in judgment. 
5:4

c. The Interpretation: see below.

2. The Message:

Zech. 5:3

a. The Message as a whole: A Curse over the whole earth.  


[earth = land, NIV, i.e. the land of Israel]

cf. 2:12
b. The Message on One side: every one that stealeth shall be cut off


Cf. the 8th Commandment: Thou shalt not steal 

Exo. 20:15

c. The Message on the Other side: every one that sweareth shall be cut off

Cf. the 3rd Commandment: Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain
Exo. 20:7
d. The Message on both sides: the whole Law – the two tables of the Law i.e. the whole Law.
Exo. 32:15
Cf. Moses turned…and the two tables of the testimony were in his hand: 


the tables were written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other were they written.
3. The Meaning:

Zech. 5:3, 4

a. The Breaking of the Two is the Breaking of the whole.

Cf. Jas. 2:10

i. The Breaking of the 3rd Commandment is not to Love the Lord, Thy God.
Mk. 12:30

ii. The Breaking of the 8th Commandment is not to Love thy neighbour.
Mk. 12:31

b. The Banning of the Law-breakers –“shall be cut-off”
c. The Bringing forth of the Curse into the house – hence, no escape from judgment; swift and complete.

It shall remain in the midst of his house, and shall consume it with the timber thereof and the stones thereof.
B. Vision 7: 
The Picture of the Woman in the Ephah.



Zech. 5:5-11

The Banishment of Wickedness to Babylonia

This is the second of the visions of judgment found in Zechariah 5. The two “together set forth the full and final removal, not only of the guilt of sin, but of sin itself (especially in its final and yet future form of ‘wickedness’ or ‘lawlessness’) – and one by means of judgment – from off the ‘Holy Land’ and from the very presence of His redeemed and purified people.” (Baron)

The Basket of Measurement (The Ephah)
Zech. 5:5-11

1. The Reality of the Basket – 
This is an ephah that goeth forth.

5:6a

a. A Barrel or Basket used as the largest dry measure in the Jewish household.
b. It is less than a Bushel or approximately between 5 to 10 gallons.

c. Its size was Blown up in the vision to enclose a woman.

2. The Representation of the Basket: 
This is their resemblance through all the earth. 
5:6b, KJV


This is the iniquity of the people throughout the land.
NIV

a. Its possible Reading: 
This is the appearance (or resemblance, i.e., of the ephah) in all the land.

b. Its possible Reference: the full-blown iniquity of people in the Holy Land which must be judged.

3. The Representative in the Basket – the woman represents wickedness in its full form.  
5:7, 8

a. The woman’s Attempt to Escape – He thrust her back into the basket

5:8, NRSV

b. The superior Angel Ensured that she was kept in – pressed the leaden weight down on its mouth.
4. The Removal of the Basket by two Wind-assisted “Winged-Women” 
5:9, 10

a. Symbolic of evil Spirits?

b. Symbolic of divine Servants?

5. The Return of the Basket to Babylonia.(Shinar)
5:11, NIV

To…Babylonia to build a house for it. When it is ready, the basket will be set there in its place, NIV

a. Shinar => Babylonia, the place for Sin, wickedness and idolatry.
Cf. Gen. 10:10

b. A Separation of Sin in its Set house (temple or ziggurat?) from God’s Holy Land.


“Thus where Judah had been exiled was a fitting place for wickedness to be worshipped, but not in the land 
where God had placed His Name. The idolatry of Babylon must once and for all be separated from the 
worship of the God of Israel” (Baldwin)

Conclusion: “The two visions of our chapter thus bring before us God’s twofold method of dealing with sin in His people. He pours out His wrath upon the transgressors who are impenitent and then sees to the utter removal and banishment of sin from the land that it may be in truth the holy land.” (Feinberg)

C. VISION 8: 
The Picture of the Four Chariots




ZECH. 6:1-8

Conclusion: 
This eighth vision concludes the messages which Zechariah saw in one night and which outline 
the future history of the nation of Israel.

Comparison between the first and last visions:

	
	First Vision Zech. 1:8-17
	Last Vision Zech. 6:1-8

	(1) 
	Horses in the vision: they are they whom the LORD hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth. 1:10
	Horses and Chariots in the vision: These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth. 6:5



	(2) 
	behold a man riding upon a red horse. 1:8
	No mention is made of any riders or charioteers.



	(3) 
	Judgment was determined by God on the Gentiles. I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was but a little displeased, and they helped forward the affliction. 1:15


	Judgment is by commissioned chariots. They sought to go that they might walk to and fro through the earth: and he said, Get you hence, walk to and fro through the earth. So they walked to and fro through the earth. 6:7

	(4) 
	God was angry with the nations that felt secure and were at rest:  
We have walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest. 1:11
	God was satisfied with Babylon’s just judgment after His wrath had been executed on her wickedness. He would then rest. Then he cried out to me, "Lo, those who go toward the north country have set my spirit at rest in the north country." 6:8, NRSV



	(5) 
	God would return to Jerusalem and build His house there: I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it, saith the LORD of hosts. 1:16
	Wickedness would return to her own base in Babylon and remain there. Whither do these bear the ephah? To build it an house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be established, and set there upon her own base. 6:10, 11




1. The Vehicles of Judgment.
6:1

a. The Four chariots – came four chariots out from between two mountains.
 See #3a below.
b. From the Mountains of Bronze – the mountains were mountains of brass.
6:1

Actual or symbolic mountains?

i. Article before mountains may suggest well-known Zion and Olivet 

cf. Joel 3:16; Zech. 14:4
ii. But the mountains were made of bronze – thus, symbolic?

· A mountain is symbolic of a kingdom 
cf. Isa. 2:2
· Bronze – symbolic of Judgment, cf. the Bronze Serpent; the Bronze Altar 
cf. Num. 21:9; Exo. 27:2

2. The Valley of Judgment.
from between two mountains… of brass.
6:1
a. The Kidron Valley between Mount Zion and the Mount of Olives?
b. The Valley of Jehoshaphat (= valley of decision)?
Joel 3:2, 12

Traditionally identified with the Kidron, but the location remains a problem.

Jehoshaphat means “The Lord judges”, perhaps, this may be the Valley of Bronze.

c. The Valley of Judgment? – A newly-opened up valley when the Lord comes. 
Zech. 14:4
3. The Vision of Judgment:
6:2-8 (4)

The Question and the Explanation:
cf. 1:9, 19; 4:4, 11; also cf. 5:6
6:4-7a

a. The Four Chariots – representing angelic spirits as agents of divine judgments?
6:2, 5

These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth.

b. The Four Horses – representing divine universal judgments upon the earth?
6:2-4, 6 cf. Rev. 6:1-8

Note: The divine title, the Lord (’aḏôn) standing before the Lord of all the earth 
– a millennial designation describing the universal rule of Messiah over the earth 
during the future Kingdom Age (cf. Micah 4:13, “Lord [’âḏôn] of all the earth”). 

i. The black horses which are therein go forth into the north country [Babylon]
6:2, 6

ii. and the white go forth after them.
6:3, KJV

the white ones go toward the west country
6:3, NRSV, NIV

Following KJV, it will leave the horses going north and south only cf. Israel’s location. See iii. below.

iii. The grisled and bay go forth toward the south country, [Egypt].  
6:3. 6, 7a

dappled gray horses (NRSV); the fourth dappled--all of them powerful (NIV) 6:3

Con.
God’s Wrath Satisfied with the judgments in the north, hence, the whole.
Zech. 6:8b cf. Eze. 5:13. 

Ct. God’s Wrath Stirred up because the world at peace.
Zech. 1:10, 11
I. The Culmination of Visions – the word of the LORD came unto me
6:9-15

The Termination of the night Visions: the word of the LORD came unto me.
6:9

The Introduction of a symbolic Coronation: Joshua to represent “the Branch”.

The Revelation of a coming Messiah in the Construction of a future Temple – the Priest-King
1. The Controversy.

a. Is it a Vision?
Cf. The Word of the Lord (v. 9) with 1:7 and 4:8

b. Is it a Visual?
A Symbolic representation, cf. 3:8, 6:13 – “priest upon the throne”

c. Is it a Verity?
Cf. Joshua, a priest but not a king; a priest but not a builder of the temple. (Zerubbabel)

2. The Contribution of those of those from the Captivity.
Zech. 6:9-11a

a. They were former Captives in Babylon.
6:9 cf. 14
Heldai (Helem in v. 14), Tobijah, and Jedaiah  and Josiah, son of Zephaniah (Hen = “gracious one”).

b. They were bringing their Contribution for the Construction of the Temple?

c. Their silver and gold Commandeered to make a Crown for Joshua.

3. The Crowning of Joshua.
6:11

a. The Crowns – a Composite Crown?
cf. Rev. 19:12


Then take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua


cf. 6:14

Take the silver and gold and make a crown and set it on the head of the high priest, Joshua,
NIV
cf. 6:14

“Crown” is singular though the Hebrew word for it is plural, perhaps indicating a “plural of majesty”
or having several parts or tiers (being made of two precious metals)?
b. The Coronation – Joshua would be crowned.
Cf. 3:8


Make… crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest;

i. Joshua in his position as high priest could not be crowned king. 


That would belong to Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, from David’s line. 
Ezra 3:2, 8 cf. Mt.  1:12
ii. Zerubbabel, the governor, would build the Temple of Jerusalem.


Joshua, type of the BRANCH would be crowned and build the Millennial Temple. 


The BRANCH… shall build the temple of the LORD
6:12

c. His Character – Joshua was to typify the Man whose Name is The BRANCH.
6:13
4. The Christ, the Branch.

6:12, 13 cf. 3:8.

a. The Metaphor.
The BRANCH

The title “Branch” is a messianic title.

Zech. 3:8

There shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:
Isa. 11:1

The Branch is presented in the OT in four different aspects of His character: He is…..
cf. The N.T.
i. The Branch of David
His Sovereignty. 
Isa. 11:1; Jer. 23:5; 33:15
cf. Matthew

ii. The Branch, the Lord’s Servant
His Humility.
{3:8; Isa. 42:1; 49:6; 50:10; 52:13
cf. Mark



{Eze. 34:23, 24; Zech. 3:8

iii. The Branch the Name of the Man.
His Humanity.
Zech. 6:12
cf. Luke

iv. The Branch of the Lord.
His Deity.
Isa. 4:2
cf. John

b. The Man – the man whose name is The BRANCH; and He shall grow up out of His place
Zech. 6:12

i. His Incarnation (Humanity) grows up out of its place cf. root out of the dry ground.
Isa. 53:2
ii. His Glorification (Deity) – the Priest upon the Throne.
Zech. 6:13


c. His Mission – He shall build the Temple of the Lord
cf. Eze. Chs. 40-80

d. The Messiah – Christ, the Unique Priest-King
Zech. 6:13

i. He is High Priest – he shall be a priest

Heb. 4:14

ii. He is King - he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne
Rev. 19:16; Lk. 1:32, 33

iii. He is the Priest-King – he shall be a priest upon his throne:
Psa. 110:4; Heb. 7:1-5


the counsel of peace shall be between them both.



Cf. even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.
Heb. 7:11, 17, 21 cf. 5:10; 6:20

e. The Memorial – The crown in the Temple.
6:14
i. The Crown given to the Care of the former Babylonian Captives after the Coronation. 


ii. The Crown probably to be kept in the Custody of the Temple when Completed.

f. The Merged prophecy and Millennial Temple.
6:15
i. Those who would and will build the Temple:

· The People -  they that are far off

Cf. Eph. 2:17

· People from many nations will bring their wealth for the temple – cf. Isa. 60:5, 9, 11; 61:6b; Hag. 2:7-8
· Their Participation -  shall come and build in the temple of the LORD
Zech. 8:20ff

· The Proclamation - ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you.…
ii. They would and will come to know the Truth of the prophecy.


And this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God.

· They will know the Lord’s Messiah – ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you

· When they obey the voice of the Lord – if ye will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God.

The south, of course, refers to Egypt. Rather than the NIV text, the one with the white horses toward the west, the Hebrew may read “the one with the white horses after them” (cf. niv marg. and nasb), that is, after the black horses going to the north. If that translation is followed, then north and south are the only directions mentioned. This would be appropriate to Israel’s location











