ZOOMING IN ON ZECHARIAH

By KC Ung

Study I – The Preliminaries, Pronouncements and Pictures - Visions 1 & 2
Zech. Ch. 1
Introduction:


· Prophets of the Captivity. 
– Ezekiel and Daniel.
2 prophets.

· Post-Captivity Prophets 
– Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi.
3 prophets

· Pre-Captivity Prophets 
– all other major and minor prophets.
12 prophets


Total

17 prophets.

I. The Preliminaries:

Zech. 1:1

Two Searchlights in Studying Zechariah. Zechariah saw the Coming Messiah …... 
I Pet. 1:10, 11

· In the Light of the Cross: The Messiah in Humility and Humiliation, in Sorrow and Suffering.

· In the Light of the Crown: The Messiah in Majesty and Might and Great Glory.

A. The Period of Zechariah – eighth month, in the second year of Darius
Zech. 1:1
Nov. 520 B.C
1. Eighth month, i.e. beginning of October 27, 520B.C
· Note: The Dating by a pagan king: thus the Times of the Gentiles.


Cf. Lk. 21:24

1 The Return of the Remnant from the Babylonian Captivity 



606-536BC 

2 The Reasons for the Captivity.
II Chr. 36:14-21
3 The Return from the Captivity.
Ezra 1:1-5 cf. Neh 12.
536BC


Only about 50,000 returned – mostly priests, Levites and the poorer among the people.  

4 The Rebuilding of the Temple Founded. 
Ezra 3:8-10

536BC

5 The Rebuilding of the Temple Suspended. 
Ezra 4:23, 24

536-520BC

After 15 years, Haggai prophesied four months, two months before Zechariah who prophesied three years.

6 The
Restoration of the Temple Completed.
Ezra 6:13-15

515BC

B. The Person of Zechariah – son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet
Zech. 1:1
2. He had been a Prisoner in exile.

As Prisoner, he must have been very young, because as a Prophet he was only a young man 
2:4

Zechariah = Jah has remembered; Berechiah = knee (i.e. blessing) of Yah; Iddo = timely

In Ezra 5:1; 6:14 he was called the son of Iddo. From this fact, it has been inferred that he was not the grandson of Iddo. But his son, and that Iddo and Berechiah are names for the same person. But the fact probably is that, that his father died when he was very young, and therefore in the priestly genealogy he was reckoned as the son of his grandfather, a reckoning which the flexibility of relationship among the Jews made not uncommon.
ZECHARIAH by TB Moore, pp. 36, 37
3. He was a Priest – a Levite Born in Babylon 
Neh. 12:1, 16
4. He was a Prophet – young (2:4) relative to aged Haggai; he encouraging the People with their future Prospect.
No O.T. prophet has more prophecy concerning Christ, Israel and the nations in so short a space than has Zechariah. He predicts the second coming of Christ, His reign, His priesthood, His kingship, His humanity, His Deity, His building of the temple of the Lord, His coming in lowliness, His bringing of permanent peace, His rejection and betrayal for thirty pieces of silver, His return to Israel as the Crucified One, and His being smitten by the sword of the Lord.  – Scofield Bible.

a. 4.
His Partner in Prophecy with Haggai (=my feast.)
His Contemporaries: Haggai (prophet), Zerubbabel (governor), Joshua (high priest). Ezra 5:1-2; Zech. 3:1; 4:6; 6:11
· Zechariah returned to Jerusalem from Babylon with almost 50,000 other Jewish exiles. 
Ezra ch. 2

b. Haggai’s Ministry concerned the Temple and the People’s religious life.

c. Zechariah’s Ministry concerned the Nation and its Political life.

C. The Purpose of Zechariah.


1. Look back and Repent 
Repent from your ways – Learn from past Misdeeds; avoid past Mistakes.

2. Look as was and Return 
Return to the Lord.
-  Listen to the Lord’s Prophets; take heed to His Precepts.

3. Look forward and 
Be Ready for Restoration
- “Lift up your eyes and Look….” Cf. Zechariah, 2:1; 5:1, 9; 6:1


Be Ready for the Day of the Lord (only occ) cf. in that day (20 occ.)
Zech. 14:1 

II. The Pronouncements.
Zech. 1:2-6

A.
The Identity of the Speaker.
Zech. 1: 3

1. He is the Almighty.
Lord of hosts – 53 occurrences in 46 verses. 
[cf. Almighty, NIV] 

2. His Authority.
Thus saith the Lord – 18 occurrences in Zechariah out of the 415 times in the OT

B. The Intense Indignation of the Speaker.
Zech. 1: 2-4

· Intro.
He is Angry, with great anger, cf. Jealous with great jealousy.
1:2, 14




cf. Displeased with great displeasure.
1:15

1.
Be not what your fathers were.
Turn unto Me and I will turn unto you.
1:3

2. Be not what you are.
Turn now from your evil ways
1:4
3. Do not what you are doing.
Turn from your evil doings.
1:4

C.
The Integrity of the Speaker.
Zech. 1: 5, 6

1. The Mortality of the fore-Parents.
Where are they your fathers?
2. The Transitory Prophets.
Do they (the prophets) live forever?
3. The Perpetuity of God’s Precepts.
Did not My words overtake your fathers? (NIV)

III.
The Pictures given to Zechariah
Zech. 1:7-8:23

A. Vision 1: 
The Picture of the Horseman on the Red Horse.

Zech. 1:7-17


Israel Outcast, but not forgotten by God.

Intro.:  Night visions when work in rebuilding the Temple had resumed.
Cf. Hag. 1:14, 15; 2:18

1. The Actors at the Scene.

a. Jehovah
- the Lord of hosts.
1:7

b. Zechariah
-  I
1:8a

c. The Angel of the Lord  (1:11) = the man among the myrtle trees (10) = the man riding upon a red horse (8)

d. The Interpreting Angel - the angel who talked with me.
1:9

e. The Angelic Messengers  -  the other riders on the horses 
1:8b – 10  

2. The Action at the Scene.

a. The Nations at Peace.
- “lo, the whole earth remains at peace." 
1:11, 12, NRSV; cf. Jer. 25:9

i.
But they were Israel’s Persecutors for 70 years.

1:12

ii.
And they were God’s Instruments to Punish Israel.

1:12b cf. Jer. 25:9

b. The News to Proclaim.

1:13 - 15. 

i. God is Great.

· He is Greatly Displeased….


· With their Forefathers.

1:2

· With the False security of the nations.
the nations that feel secure
1:11, NIV

· With the Furthering of the calamity.
they added to the calamity
1:15, NIV.

· He is Greatly Jealous…..

1:14

· For Jerusalem – the political centre.

· For Zion – the religious centre.

ii. God is Good.

1:16, 17

· My House will be rebuilt.
1:16, NIV

· My Towns will overflow with prosperity.
prosperity from root = good
1:17, NIV

Con. 
The Lord shall……
1:17

· Yet Comfort Zion.
Comfort from root = comfortable in 
1:13 

· Yet Choose Jerusalem.
cf. Isa. 14:1

Note from Feinberg: The distinctive features of comfort for Israel in this vision are: 
(1) the presence of the Angel of Jehovah in the midst of degraded and depressed Israel; 
(2) His loving and yearning intercession for them; 
(3) the promises of future blessings. 
We may say, then, that the import of the vision is this: although Israel is not yet in her promised position, God is mindful of her, providing the means of His judgment on the persecution nations, and receiving glory and prosperity for Israel in the benevolent and beneficent reign of the Messiah.

a. The series of visions carry through God’s dealings with Israel from the time of their chastisement by God under the Gentile powers until they are restored to their land with their rebuilt city and temple under their Messiah King.  The first vision gives the general theme of the whole series, the others add the details…  When the world was busy with its own affairs, God’s eyes and the Messiah’s heart were upon Israel’s lowly estate and upon the Jerusalem temple. 
B. Vision 2: 
The Picture of the Four Horns and the Four Smiths.

Zech. 1:18-21



Israel Overthrown by Enemies who in turn were and will be overthrown.

1. The Four Horns.
1:18-19 cf. Deut. 28:63, 64a

“Scattered” can translate as “scattered” (NIV), “have scattered” (KJV) or present, “scatter”

b. As Scattered – Past Enemies of Israel: Assyria, Egypt, Babylonia, and Medo-Persia.

c. As Scatter     – Prophetic Enemies of Israel: Babylonia, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. (cf. Dan. 2 & 7)

a. The Four Carpenters [Blacksmiths (NRSV)/Craftsmen (NIV)].
1:20- 21


Prophetic Enemies overthrown by the Potentate: Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome and Messiah.


Con.: Those who Terrify Israel will in turn be Terrified.
1:21b
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