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The Year of the Rat, 2008


Introduction:

2008 is the Year of the Rat. It begins on February 7 and ends on January 25, 2009.  The Rat is the first in the cycle of 12 Animal signs, and recurs every twelfth year. 

Biblically:
· The word "rat" is not found in the King James Version of the Bible. 

· The Hebrew word, 'akbar is translated "mouse/mice/rat/rodent" in different English versions. It is probably a general term for various rats and mice. 

· In the NIV, it is translated “rat” and it occurs 6 times in the OT – 

Lev. 11:29; Isa. 66:17; I Sam. 6:4, 5, 11, 18

A. The Old Testament Day Rat.

Lev. 11:29, 42-47

1. The Pronouncement on the Rat: a Creeping Creature, hence, not “Clean” for Consumption.
11:29 [1st. occ.]
2. The Purpose of the "Unclean" Register :


11:47 

a. To make a Difference in the Food to be eaten – to safeguard Physical Health.
11:42, 47 cf. 66:17 [2nd occ.]
b. To make a Distinction in Fellowship – to safeguard Spiritual Holiness.
11:44, 45

3. God’s Punishment on the Philistines by the Rats – [4 occurrences]

I Sam. 6:4, 5, 11, 18

a. The Punishment: Bubonic plague of Boils on the Bodies and Mice that Marred the fields.
 5:9; 6:4, 5
b. The Appeasement: Gold images of tumours and rats on a new Cart pulled by milch Cows.
 6:5, 7-11, 18
B. The  New Testament and Modern Day Rats


1. Beware of those that Creep (Worm, NIV) into house/homes to Captivate, Capture and Cripple.
II Tim. 3:6

a. The Computer Rat: Spam in Emailing; Sites Surfed on the Internet; time Spent in Chat Rooms, Games, etc.

b. The Credit Card Rat – it can Bankrupt a person’s Bank account. 


Cf. The following that appeared on the front page of The Star paper on Sunday, 26th January, 2008:

PLASTIC LURE – Easy availability of credit cards leads to snowballing of debts:

· More than 40% of the 8.6 million credit card holders only manage to pay the minimum 5% of their outstanding balance.

· Credit card defaulters accounted for RM700mil of the RM18.6bil in non-performing loans.

· For any unpaid credit card loan, the true rate of interest is 19.7%. It takes just under four years for a person’s unpaid borrowings to double the size through snowballing interest.

c. The Contemporary Lifestyle Rat –

Joining the Jones’; Lowering down to current Lifestyle values; Blurring Biblical Boundaries 

2. Be wary of Crafty men who Creep in unawares or Secretly Slip in.
Jude 4 (NIV)

a. These Libertines turn the grace of our God into “a License for” Lasciviousness [immorality], NIV
i. Be wary of Crafty Cunning tricksters who Captivate gullible and vulnerable victims –
II Tim. 3:7

ii. The victims’ Immaturity and Immorality make them easy targets.

cf. Eph. 4:14

b. They Deny the Deity of the Lord - denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
i. Compare Cult Figures that Control a Following. 
Cf. Isa. 66:17
ii. Consider a Government’s Gradual erosion of the Godly rights of Christians and Churches.

3. Be Aware of our Common salvation and earnestly Contend for the Faith.
Jude 3 cf. I Pet. 3:15

C. The Reminder  For this Year of the Rat – do not be taken up with the Rat Race!


1. Sup not of Rats that are not Clean.
II Cor. 6:17, 18; I Pet. 1:16, NIV

2. Stop the Rats that Creep in Unawares.
II Tim. 3:5, 6
3. Sacrifice to God a new Cart of Golden Rats.
Rom. 12:1, NRSV
Wishing you a Blessed and *“Prosperous” (Josh. 1:8) Chinese New Year

* Josh. 1:8 – This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, 
that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, 
and then thou shalt have good success.
Visit: www.berita-bethel-ung,com for a full message outline.
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