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Reading: Lev. 11:1-8, 44-49; Text: Lev. 11:6; Deut.14:7; Deut. 14:1-8
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Introduction:  
Today is a very significant day…

(1) For me as I start the series of studies on The Year of the Rabbit in five assemblies in Penang.  It was in 1987, 24 years ago, that I first started this series at BRGH on The Year of the Rabbit. However, the first on CNY animals was a study on The Year of the Pig in 1983.
(2) For Christians of Chinese origin because they celebrate Chinese New Year on Feb. 3rd  my wife and I take this opportunity to wish all concerned  

A BLESSED AND FRUITFUL CHINESE NEW YEAR.
(3) For all of us here because our study of The Year of the Rabbit has valuable lessons to teach us regarding Relationships and Partnerships with the Lord, with other Christians and with the World.

Intro.

The Hebrew word "arnebeth" is translated `hare' in KJV, NKJV, RSV, LB and ‘rabbit’ in NIV, RV

It occurs twice only in Scripture: Lev. 11:6, Deut.14:7
Scholars disagree as to the identity of this animal; some even regard it as an unidentified animal. But cp. "arneb" as used of a rabbit by Arabs in Palestine and Syria.

And cp. "arnab" used of rabbit in Bahasa Melayu.  
A. THE BIBLICAL CLASSIFICATION OF THE RABBIT.

1. The Purpose of Classification

a. Probably for the Purpose of Sanitation.



Lev. 11:2


It had in view the People’s Health: their Preservation from Contamination.

i. They could not Eat the Unclean.      



} II Cor. 

ii. They could not Touch the Unclean.   
      


}6:17-7:1

· Physically, it does not Apply to Christians now.

Cf. Acts 10:13-16; 








I Tim. 4:4; Rom. 14:2, 3

· Spiritually, believers are not to Ally with those not “Clean”.
Cf. Isa. 52:11, 12; 









II Cor. 6:17-7:1
b. Probably for the Purpose of Sanctification 


Lev. 11:44, 45

It had in view the People’s Holiness: their Reservation unto Consecration.



i. God’s Person is Holy.                  



} Cp. I Pet.

ii. God’s People ought to be Holy.         
      


} 1:14-17

c. Probably for the Purpose of Separation –
Lev. 11:46, 47 - to make a difference.

It had in view things that were Hallowed: 


their Conservation from the Abomination around.  
cf. Rom. 12:2


They are not to Conform to their abominable Surroundings.   Deut. 12:30






ct. "even so will I do likewise." 


i. Idolatry is an Abomination. 

· Be it in the Christian or 


Duet. 7:25, 26 cf. I Cor. 10:14-22; Col. 3:5; 

· Be it in the City or (Congregation.)

Deut. 13:13-16 cf. Acts 17:16; 

ii. Sacrifice of blemished animals is an abomination.
Deut. 17:1 cf. Mal. 1:7, 8, 12-14

iii. Worship of sun, moon or host of heaven is an abomination.





Deut. 17:2-5 cf. astrology and horoscopes.

iv. Inter-change of sexual attire is an abomination. Deut. 22:5 cf. the roles of men and women.

2. The Principles of Classification. (re. quadrupeds)

a. The Specification of the Rules.

i. To be clean...          Lev. 11:3; Deut.14:6  ALL of the following must be fulfilled: -  
In Relation to the Walk:

· The Hoof must be Cloven.         
-  Initial Separation, i.e. he that is bathed. 





Jn. 13:10a, NIV
· The Cleft must be Complete. (NIV)
-  Subsequential Separation,




 i.e. he that is washed. Jn. 13:10b, NIV
· The Creature Chews the Cud.    
-  Continual Reading and Rumination of God’s Word



In Relation to the Word: Psa. 1:2

ii. To be unclean...      Lev. 11:4-8;  Deut.14:7, 8  any ONE of the following:

· The Hoof is not Cloven 
- No  Complete break from the World  
Cf. II Cor. 6:17ff
· The Cleft is not Complete 
- A Carnal longing for the Flesh still.
Cf. Num. 11:4-6; 



I Cor. 3:1-3; 

· Does not Chew the Cud 
- No Cleansing by the Word.  
Cf. Psa. 119:9

b. The Classification of the Rabbit.
Lev. 11:6
It is unclean because...
i. Though it “Chews” the Cud (actually it only goes through the motions, contrast the Cow) 

· An Exercise in External Motions.


} II Tim. 3:5

ii. Its hoof is not Cloven.  (The claws are joined by a membrane).

· No Complete separation in Walk.

} ct. Rom.

· Compromise in Witness.


}      12:1, 2
B. THE SPIRITUAL CHALLENGES OF THE RABBIT.

1. Do not be a Rabbit (arnebeth) Christian. To be a Rabbit (arnebeth ) Christian is ...

a. To be Worldly 
– Conforming with the World.

Hoof is not Cloven…

i. Beware of Worldly Adoration in Will Worship.

Col. 2:23 ct. Jn. 4:24

ii. Beware of Worldly Attitudes in the god of this World.
II Cor. 4:4; I Jn. 2:15-17 









ct. Mt. 4:1-10

· Lust of the Eyes 
- Ct. Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
· Lust of the Flesh 
- Ct. Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 



   proceeds out of the mouth of God.
· Pride of Life.
- Ct. Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.
iii. Beware of Worldly Avarice in the Mammon of unrighteousness. 
Mt. 6:24 ct. 6:19-21

b.
To be Wedded to the World…
 – Compromising with the World.
Cleft is not Complete. 





II Cor. 6:11, 14-7:1

i. in the Ministry of the Word.


v. 11 cf. I Thes. 2:4, 5
ii. in the Management of one’s Work. 

v. 15 

iii. in the Marriage. of a Woman and a Man.
v. 16

2. But you can be a Coney (Shaphan) Christian.


Intro.  
#
A Coney is a member of the Rabbit family .




Occurs in Lev.11:5; Deut.14:7; Psa 104:18; Pro.30:26 only.

           
# 
Heb."Shaphan"; translated ‘coney’ in AV, ASV, NIV, RV, “rock lyrax” in NKJV,  and  ‘rock badger’ in RSV



#
The `shaphen' is a gregarious animal, found in Palestine, living in the caves and clefts of the rocks, and has been erroneously identified with the rabbit or coney. (?) Its colour is grey or brown on the back, white on the belly. Of the size of the domestic cat, having long hair, very short tail, and round ears. Found in Lebanon and the Dead Sea valleys. 



#
It is Unclean (Lev. 11:5) yet Cared for by God (Psa.104:18; Pro. 30:6)
To be a Coney (Shaphan) Christian is to be Washed clean:
a. An Unclean animal can be cleansed. 
cp. Acts 10:13-15
b. An unclean person can be washed clean.
Lev. 11:39, 40
i. Be Waiting, and Repent from your Waywardness.


An unclean person is ‘unclean until the evening’.

ii. Be Washed of your Ways – ‘Wash his clothes’
· Cp. "Put off"  
- Col. 3:8-9, 5-7.

· Cp. "Put on"  
 - Col. 3: 10, 12-14

iii. Be Washed in the Water of the Word.
"shall wash" cp. Psa. 119:9

b. To be Wise. 
Who are the Wise?
 Pro.30: 24-28


Some Wise Acts:
i. The Ants, in summer stock up their Food - Prepare for the Future in Celestial Living.

ii. The Locusts, unity is their Forte - Get rid of Factions in the Church Local.

iii. The Spiders, (Lizards, NIV): wee, yet live life to the Full - Use your Gifts Fully in Lifting up others.

iv. The Conies, the rocks are their Fortresses - Centre the Focus of Living in Christ.

The Lord is the Rock.    Psa. 18:2

· The Rock Shelters.  
The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, 
· The Rock Saves.     
and my deliverer;…. and the horn of my salvation,
· The Rock Strengthens. 
my God, my strength, in whom I will trust;
· The Rock Shields. 
my buckler …. and my high tower.

· The Rock Satisfies. 
Ex. 17:6, Deut. 8:15 cp. Psa. 81:16

 Conclusion: This Chinese New Year and in the Year 2011, will you want to be …

(1) 
an  Arnebeth, Unclean, Worldly, putting on a Semblance of a Christian going through the Motions of Christian Living, Conforming to and Compromising with the Ways of the World, disobedient to the Word and out of the Will of God; 

or be….

(2) a Shaphan, Unclean but Cleansed by the Word, Wise and Walking in His Will, Sanctified and Kept for the Master’s Use, Consecrated and Committed to His Work,  finding your Satisfaction and Refuge in the Rock?

See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,

Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

Wherefore be ye not unwise,

but understanding what the will of the Lord is.

Eph. 5:15-17
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