WORSHIP

Text: 
John 4:20-24 – God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
Intro. 
The worship of God is nowhere defined in Scripture. 
W.E. Vines 

However, we can have a good idea of what it is by considering the verbs used

 for the translation of “worship” in scripture.  
See #B below.
A. Wise Words Regarding Worship.

1. Keil, in Bib.Arch:
Worship is as old as humanity. It has its root in a necessity of the human soul as native to 
it as the consciousness of God itself, which impels it to testify by word and act its love 
and gratitude to the Author of life and the Giver of all good.

2. Oswald Chambers: 
Worship is giving God the best that He has given you. Be careful what you do with the 
best you have. There are not three stages in spiritual life – worship, waiting and work. 
Some of us go in jumps like spiritual frogs, we jump from worship to waiting, and from 
waiting to work. God’s idea is that the three should go together. 

3. Warren W. Wiersbe: 
Worship is the believer’s response of all that he is – mind, emotions, will, and body – to 
all that God is and says and does.

B. Words Rendered Worship.

1. The Connotation of Worship:

· Oxford Dictionary: Homage or service paid to God; adoration felt or shown; worthiness or the honour due to it. 
a. The Hebrew words thus rendered are:

i. shachah (= to bow down) to prostrate oneself before another in order to do him honour and reverence.  

· It consisted in falling upon the knees and then touching the forehead to the ground, often rendered bowed

…he bowed himself with his face toward the ground
Gen. 19:1; 18:2; 42:6; 48:12; I Sam. 25:41; etc.
· It is rendered worship generally (4 times in Genesis) where the context demands it. 



…I and the lad will go yonder and worship.
Gen. 22:5; 24:26, 48, 52, etc.


…the people bowed (qadad) the head and worshipped (shachah)
Cf. Exo. 12:27; 33:10; 34:8; Josh. 5:14
ii. 'atsab (= to carve, labour), to serve an idol, as in Jer. 44:19 or to fashion her.

…did we make her cakes to worship her (KJV) => we were making cakes like her image (NIV)
iii. Aram. cegid  (= to fall down), spoken of in connection with idol worship. 

ye fall down and worship the golden image
Dan. 3:5-6, 10-12, 14-15, 28
b. The Greek words thus rendered are:

i. Proskuneo = to kiss the hand to (toward) one, in token of reverence; also by kneeling or prostration to do homage – the most frequently used in the NT; (mean. to kiss, like a dog licking his master's hand); worship.

…they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him.
Mt. 2:11
ii. Latreuo = to serve; to render religious or sacred service…to offer gifts, to worship God in the observance of the rites instituted for His worship 

…that could not make him that did the service perfect as pertaining to the conscience.
Heb. 9:9; 10:2, KJV

…that cannot perfect the conscience of the worshiper.

NRSV

iii. Sebomai = to “revere” a deity.

… But in vain they do worship Me…
Mt. 15:9; Mk. 7:7; Acts 18:13; 19:27; cf. 17:17 – devout

iv. Ethelothreskeia = voluntary worship that one devices and prescribes for himself.
Col. 2:23


… Which things have indeed a show of wisdom in will worship
Summary: Worship (as in KJV) 
– 1st occ. in O.T. 
- Gen 22:5 
Cf. shachah
Gen. 18:2; 19:1


– 1st. occ. in NT 
- Mat 2:2
Last occ.  
Rev 22:8
2. The Confusion regarding Worship today.  “Worship” is used in various ways to refer to…
a. A Sectarian Institution 
– the Religious or cultic, e.g. Christian worship, Islamic worship, etc.

b. A System of Instructions 
– the Rituals and Liturgy of Worship as in Romanism.

c. A Special Service
-- a Service by itself, as in the “Worship Service”, often replacing the Lord’s Supper.

d. A Singing Session
-- The Singing part of a service.

e. A Distinction 
– Making it different from Prayer, Thanksgiving, and Praise.

For Our Discussion: 
 

Let us start with the Eng. Word “worship”. It is derived from an Old Eng. word meaning “worthship”. 

Worship is therefore regarded as an act of homage paid to and centred on God’s Worth which involves our correct…

i. Approach into God’s Presence;

ii. Acknowledgement of God’s Personal Attributes and Acts; resulting in…

iii. Adoration, Acclamation, Appreciation of All that God is and does, 


leading to the Offering up of Ourselves in Sacrifice and Service. 

Cf. Rom. 12:1; Acts 17:25

…present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service, KJV


…present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship, NRSV
Neither is worshipped with men's hands (KJV); nor is he served by human hands (NRSV); worshipped => served

C. When to Worship or The Cases of Worship.


Note the times and circumstances when the people of God worshipped:-

1. Abraham Worshipped when he prepared Isaac to be sacrificed.
Gen. 22:5 (shachah)

Abide ye here …and I and the lad will go yonder and worship.
 
2. Abraham’s servant Worshipped when he found Rebekah.
Gen. 24:26, 48, 52 (shachah)

And the man bowed down his head, and worshipped the LORD.
3. Job Worshipped, when he lost everything.


Job 1:20

Only occ. in Job.

Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped.
4. Afflicted Israelites in Egypt Worshipped when promised deliverance. Exo. 4:31 
(shachah)

The people believed…that He had looked upon their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshipped.

5. Samuel Worshipped when he was given to the Lord.

I Sam. 1:28
as shachah above


Cf. And he worshipped the LORD there (KJV) =>She left him there for the LORD (NRSV)
6. David Worshipped when he lost his child.


II Sam. 12:19, 20
(shachah)

And they said, He is dead. Then David arose…came into the house of the LORD, and worshipped:

7. Gideon heard the interpretation of the dream and worshipped.
Jud.  7:15
0nly occ in Jud.

When Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped.
8. The Magi Worshipped when they saw the young Child.

Matt. 2:2, 8, 11
(proskuneo)

When…they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him.
9. The ruler Worshipped when his daughter was dead.

Matt. 9:18 
(proskuneo)

Behold, there came a certain ruler, and worshipped him, saying, My daughter is even now dead.

a certain ruler…worshipped him, KJV; a leader… knelt before him, NRSV; worshipped=>knelt
Note: 
The reverent Posture of those who worshipped and


The sometimes “tragic” Nature of the circumstances they were in that caused them to worship!

D. Ways of Worship or The Classifications of Worship.
Jn. 4:20-24
Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 
But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.


Note: the ten occurrences of “worship” (proskuneo) in this important “worship” passage of Scripture.

Jesus referred to three kinds of Worship:

1. Samaritan Worship – of it Christ said, “Ye worship ye know not what.”
Jn. 4:22


It is possible that we may…  
a. “Know Whom to Worship, but we may not know Him.”
Wescott


The Samaritans rejected the prophets and the Psalms and so cut themselves off from the fuller knowledge of God.
b. Worship Wrongly – The Samaritans held that Abraham offered up Isaac on Gerizim.
i.  We Follow others in worship. Cf. Formal Worship with all the liturgies. 
Cf. Deut. 12:30
Take heed to thyself that thou be not snared by following them…and that thou inquire not after their gods, saying, How did these nations serve their gods? even so will I do likewise.

ii. .Our Flesh worships and not our spirit – it is Will Worship. 
Col. 2:23 cf. Phil. 3:3 

Which things have indeed a show of wisdom in will worship… to the satisfying of the flesh.
iii. We have a Fixed idea of worship and even Fix a place to worship.


Our fathers worshipped in this mountain…Ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship
2. Jewish Worship – of it Christ said, “We know what we worship; for salvation is of the Jews”

a. The Jews have the basic ingredients of Worship, as revealed in the Old Testament.

b. They know Who, What, Why, When and How to Worship according to Divine Revelation.

c. They have the Outward Practices according to the Time, 
Heb. 9:8, 1-12 ct Heb. 9:11-14; 10:19 -25

of which the Inward Principles according to the Terms illustrate and contrast the True Worship in Christ.
The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing: which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices… But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building…
Heb. 9:12
3. The True Worship – of it Christ said, “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth; for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. God is Spirit; 
and they that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and in Truth.”
Jn. 4:23, 24
a. It is not Formal or Flesh Worship (Samaritan) or Physical or Liturgical Worship (Jewish) – note “But”

b. It is Worship that transcends all External Practices of the physical, local, and liturgical worship of the Jews. 

c. The Internal/Spiritual Principles remain the same and serve as illustrations and contrasts for the True Worship because the God of the Old Testament is also the God of the New Testament.
Heb. 10:19-23
Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; and having an high priest over the house of God; let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water .let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)
For God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
Jn. 4:24

E. Worthy to Worship 
Jn. 4:23, 24

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth:

 for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him 

in spirit and in truth.

1. The Requirements from Worshippers





The Worshippers in this True Worship have to fulfill certain conditions themselves:

a. They are those who know God as Father.
Worship the Father
b. Not all can worship Him, even if they Feel like doing so.
He seeks such to worship.
c. It is spiritual Worship in contrast to Flesh and Formal Worship.
God is Spirit…they must worship in spirit.
d. They must be true worshippers – real, genuine and not False.
True worshippers
i. Just as God is True – He that sent Me is true
Jn. 7:28

ii. Just as Christ is True – That was the true Light
Jn. 1:9
iii. Unlike Herod – bring me word… that I may…worship him also.
Mt. 2:8 – with a false motive to worship!
e. They must not Fail to worship according to His terms. 
Must worship Him… cf. v. 20

2. The Rules of Worship from God

When it comes to Worshipping God, He lays down the Rules of Reverence.

a. The Compulsion:
they must worship Him in Spirit and in Truth.
Jn. 4:24

b. No Coercion:
he shall offer it of his own voluntary will
cf. Lev. 1:3
c. The Conditions:
If any man of you…. ye shall

cf. Lev. 1:2, 3ff

Worship is according to God’s own terms, not based on ours. 


He would not force us to worship, but if we would, it must be on His own specified conditions!
d. The Comparison:

	
	Old Testament (Jewish) Worship
	New Testament (True) Worship

	a. .
	Worship afar off.
	Exo. 24:1
	Draw near
	Heb. 10:22

	b. .
	Not to approach at all times. 
	Lev. 16:2
	Come… in time of need. 
	Heb. 4:16

	c. 
	Not allowed to pass through the Veil.
	Lev. 16:2
	Enter into the Holiest …through the Veil
	Heb. 10:19, 20

	d. .
	Approach was in fear and trembling.
	Ex. 19:10-17
	Draw near with boldness
	Heb. 10:19

	e. .
	Come first with a sin offering.
	Lev. 16:3, 11
	Jesus is the once-for-all offering. 
	Heb. 10:11, 12

	f. 
	None is to approach empty-handed.
	Deut. 16:16, 17
	To offer to Him our praise continually.
	Heb. 13:15

	g. 
	Worship involves a (dead) burnt offering.
	Lev. 1; 16:3
	Worship requires a living sacrifice.
	Rom. 12:1


e. The Coming to Worship:

i. Approach with Awe and Reverence.
Heb. 12:28, 29 - serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 

Note “serve” is latreuo => offer to God an acceptable worship, NRSV => so worship God acceptably, NIV 
ii. Approach with an Apt offering.
Heb. 13:15 cf. they shall not appear before the LORD empty. Deut. 16:16

By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually,

 that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks 
to His name.

iii. Approach with Assurance.
Heb. 10:22 – Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith
Thus,  

I. True Worship must be based on an Established  Revelation.
- Worship Him in Truth.
Consider above.
II. True Worship must be based on an Experienced Relationship
- Worship Him in Spirit.

God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit.

If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
Gal. 5:25

III. True Worship is based on an Elevated Reverence of the Father.
-  Worship Him (Father seeketh such)

Basically worship is directed only to the Father.
Worship the Father…. Must worship Him.
NRSV

I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel but he said… "You must not do that! Worship God!” 
Rev. 22:8, 9

I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said…"You must not do that! …Worship God! 
Rev. 19:10
"You must not do that! …Worship God!
They that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
1

