The Tabernacle --  Study One     Page  2

Sungei Ara Gospel Hall

TABERNACLE STUDIES

By KC Ung
20th Mar. 2011 - Study No. 1: The Salvation and Sovereignty of Christ


As Seen in the Concept, Construction and Court Hangings of the Tabernacle.
27th Mar. 2011 - Study No. 2: Sharing Salvation Outside the Church


As Seen in the External Structure of the Tabernacle.

3rd April, 2011 - Study No. 3: The Sanctification and Separation of the Christian.

As Seen in the Ceremonies in the Court of the Tabernacle.
10th April 2011 - Study No. 4: The Servants and the Services of the Church.


As Seen in the Services in the Holy Place
Study No. 1: 

THE SALVATION AND SOVEREIGNTY OF CHRIST

As Seen in the Concept and Construction of the Tabernacle.

Introduction: SEVEN reasons for Studying Christ, the Church and Christian Living in the Tabernacle:

1. Its Importance as a Type – "figures of the true" (Heb. 9:24f). It is a Picture Primer for the N.T. student. 

a. The Tabernacle as a Type of Christ.
Jn. 1:14 (dwelt = lit. tabernacled)

It is a Primer on Christ for the Church in general and the Christian in particular.

b. The Tabernacle as a Type of the Church – you yourselves are God's temple
I Cor. 3:16, 17NIV

It is a Primer on Christian Service and the Church’s Mission.

c. The Tabernacle as a Type of the Christian – you are that temple (= sanctuary)
I Cor. 6:19, NIV

It is a Primer on the Christian’s Salvation, Sanctification and Separation.
2. Its Instructions for the Construction, etc., of the Tabernacle are Principles for Christian Living.

a. Contained in 50 chapters in all: - Exodus 13; Leviticus, 18; Numbers, 13; Deuteronomy, 2; Hebrews, 4.

b. The Contents in Exodus: 

13 Chapters
i. The Instructions concerning The Tabernacle.


Chs. 25 -27; 

(Priesthood and Worship) 


Chs. 28-31; 
ii. 
The Construction of the Tabernacle. 


Chs. 35 - 39 
iii. 
The Erection of the Tabernacle.

Ch. 40 
3. Its Implicit and explicit Patten "...even so shall ye make it” Points to Christ.
Exo. 25:9 cf. Jn. 1:14

The details in the construction of the Tabernacle reveal many NT truths concerning the Doctrine of Christ.
4. Illumination of parts of the NT is only Possible with understanding of the Tabernacle, e.g. Heb. chs. 9-10, etc. 

5. Illustration of New Testament truths and Principal doctrines is clearer with the Tabernacle as background.

6. Its Insulation against false teaching as it Points to the Person and Ministry of Christ, etc.

7. The Inspiration of Scripture is Proved from cover to cover with its relevance and application. II Tim. 3:16

A. Introduction to the Tabernacle or WHAT IS A TABERNACLE?
1.
A temporary dwelling/habitation (a big tent)   --   Webster

2.
God's sanctuary/dwelling place.
Exo. 25:8a

B. Construction of The Tabernacle or WHY the Tabernacle?     

1. God's Purpose in the Tabernacle.

a. To Dwell Among His people, Israel.
Exo. 25:8

Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.

i. To be their God manifesting His Glory in and through them.
Exo. 40:34, 35
ii. To be their Guide via the cloud by day and pillar of fire by night.
Exo. 40:36-38
b. To Dwell In His Son, and then IN His People, the Church.
I Cor. 3:16
i. As Witnessed in the Divine Incarnation into the world.
Jn. 1:14; Mt. 1:23 

The Word was made flesh, and dwelt [lit. tabernacled] among us. 

A virgin…shall bring forth a Son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel…God with us.

God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.
II Cor. 5:19

ii. As Worked out in the Divine Indwelling of the Believer.
I Cor. 6:19
Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

c. To ultimately Dwell WITH His People.
Eze. 37:27; Rev. 21:3
i. With the ultimate Restoration of His People, Israel.

My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be My people.
Eze. 37:27

I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: 

and they shall be My people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness.
Zech. 8:8

ii. With the ultimate Realisation of His Bride – the Church.


I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 


prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

Rev. 21:2

Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, 


and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God.
Rev. 21:3

2. God's Pattern in the Tabernacle. 
Exo. 25:9
According to all that I show thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, 
and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it.

a. It is a Picture of Divine Purposes 
-- of what God wants to do for Man.
It is "a shadow of heavenly things"

Heb. 8:5

b. It is a Picture of Divine Plans 
-- of how God wants Man to return to Him.

It is "a pattern of things in the heavens."
Heb. 9:23

c. It is a Picture of Divine Promises
-- of what God has in store for Man when Man returns to Him.
It is "a shadow of good things to come."
Heb.10:1

3. God's Plan in the Tabernacle.
a. To Demonstrate Divine Attributes

- as seen in the Materials and Measurements used.

b. To Teach the Proper Approach (to Him).
- as seen in the Manner things were to be done.

c. To Depict Christ in Action.

- as seen in the Make-up of the ceremonies.
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C. Composition of the Tabernacle or WHAT make up the Tabernacle?  Exo. 27:9-19; 38:9-20

1. The Compartments in the Tabernacle.

See Chart 1
a. As they relate to God and Christ – 

i. The Holy Places - type of the heavens Christ passed through, cf. Heb. 9:24; Acts 1:10, 11 cf. II Cor. 12:2

ii. The Holy Place - type of earth where His blood was shed and taken into heaven.  Heb. 9:25; 10:19

iii. The Holy of Holies 
- type of the abode of God



Heb. 10:19, 20; 4:16

iv. The Outer Court 
- type of the earth where He appeared to put away sin 
Heb. 9:26



(Outside the Gate)     by the sacrifice of Himself
Heb. 13:10, 11, 12, 13

b. As they relate to the Christian – 

i. The Outer Court:
- His Salvation and Sanctification

· The Altar
- Cleansing by Blood.
Heb. 9:18-22, 11-14

· The Laver
- Cleansing by Water
Heb. 9:13

ii. The Holy Place
- His Service 

· The Lampstand
- The Christian’s Relationship as God’s Witness in the World.
· The Table of Shewbread
- The Christian’s Fellowship with God and with others.

· The Altar of Incense
- The Christian’s Worship – His Communion with God.
iii. The Holy of Holies
- His Secured Access into God’s Presence.
Heb. 10:19, 20
2. The Composition of the Outer Court.

See Chart 2

a. The Measurements: - 100 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, 5 cubits high.
27:18; 38:11-13

b. The Materials:
- 60 pillars in 60 brass (bronze) sockets.
27:9-15; 38:9-15




-  Hooks, fillets (bands) and chapiters (capitals) 



   of silver and sockets of brass. 
38:17




-  Pillars secured by cords to brass pins.
38:20




-  Hangings of fine-twined linen.
38:16
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c. The Main Entrance (the Gate)
27:16, 17; 38:18-20


Fine-twined linen embroidered with blue, purple and scarlet supported by 4 pillars in brass sockets.

i. The Function of the Outer Court Hangings.

· It Prohibits Outsiders.
Cp. Jn. 10:1

· It Protects Insiders.
Cp. Jn. 10:3-5

· It Proscribes a Division - inside and outside.
Cp. Jn. 10:4, 5

· It Provides an Entrance.
Cp. Jn. 10:1, 2, 9

ii. The "Proclamation" of the Outer Court.

27:9-15; 38:9-17
· The White Linen.
- The Righteousness of Christ.
Cf. Rev. 19:8

· The Silver Chapiters, etc.
- The Redemption of Christ.
Cp. I Pet. 1:18, 19

· The Pillars of Shittim/acacia wood - The Race of Humanity taken on by Christ. Cf. Phil. 2:7, 8
(Cp. 26:32, 37)
· The Bronze Sockets, Pins, etc.
- The Retribution on Christ.
Cp. Num.21:8,9; Jn. 3:14
iii. The Provision of the Outer Gate.

· It was the Only Gate.


Cp. Jn. 14:6; Acts 4:12;  I Tim. 2:5, 6

· It was an "Open" Gate. (closed, but unlocked)
Cp. Jn. 10:9

· It opened into the Outer Court.


Go in
· It opened into the Outside of the Tent.

Go out

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Wider than the Door (20 cubits ct. 10 cubits)
- Salvation ("Whosoever"  Jn. 3:16 cf. 6:37)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Lower than the Door (5 cubits ct. 10 cubits)
- Service.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Equal in area (20 x 5 ct. 10 x 10 cubits)
- Saved to Serve.

· It was "One" Gate -- Christ's Attributes.



Though "separated" by 4 pillars and using 4 colours, it is integrated into one complete whole:

	
	The 4 Pillars
	The Four Colours
	Christ's Four Glories.
	References.

	
	Matthew
	Purple   Mk. 15:17, 18
	The King of the Jews.
	Mt. 27:11

	

	  Mark
	Linen    Rev. 19:8
	The Servant (minister)
	Mk. 10:45

	

	Luke
	Scarlet of earth cf. Adam  Gen. 2:15 (mar.)
	The Man  (2nd. Adam)

 Ct. I Cor. 15:47a, 45
	Jn. 19:5

	
	John
	Blue of heaven
	The Son of God.

Cp. I Cor. 15:47b, 45
	Jn. 10:30; 20:31


· It was an "Oriental" Gate.
The Gate faces the East.  Ct. Gen 3:24

Summary:

1. All have Sinned against God, but God in Love has taken Steps to Save all that will come to Him.

The Outer Court Hangings, The Gate of the Outer Court.
2. Only Christ can Save because God is in Christ;  


a. As  God, He has the Power to Save;

b. As Man, He is able to bear Man's Punishment for Sin on Man's behalf

3. The Way Back to God is by Way of the Cross - there is no other way:

The Tabernacle: its Plan of the Structure and Position of the Furniture.
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