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Message by K. C. Ung

I would like to express my humble thanks to Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall for according me the high honour of giving the main message in their Thanksgiving to the Lord on the occasion of their 10th Anniversary.  I was associated with the then Sungei Nibong Home and Centre from the very outset and was privileged to give the Welcome Address at the opening of the Centre on April 10, 1982.

Today, Saturday, April 11, 1992 marks ten complete years of the Centre's existence.  It is a significant milestone in its history because, with the celebration of this 10th Anniversary, it has the prospect of becoming fully independent with its own oversight after all these years.  

That it has not been so up to this time is something that we want to forget in its history.  A number of factors contributed to this. Some were unforeseen and could not be prevented; others could be checked but action was not taken because of some reason or other.  As a result something trivial developed into something that became a stumbling block to its eventual progress. 

During the past years, the Centre had the help of "sit-in" elders from Burmah Road Gospel Hall (Mr. K. C. Ung) and Island Glades Gospel Centre (Dr. Lim Seang Chye) to sit in with the local Workers' Committee whenever they met to discuss the local work.  Such an arrangement was not conducive to growth and progress.  It lacked interaction and intimate relationship with the members, as well as the ubiquitous presence of exemplary leadership.

Therefore, the Oversight of Burmah Road Gospel Hall was certainly grateful to Mr. Daniel Jevaraj and his wife when they volunteered to come over to SNHC to oversee the work full-time, and also to Island Glades Gospel Centre for "sacrificing" their elder to this supposedly "short-term" commitment to SNHC, as well as their other elder, Dr. Lim Seang Chye to sit in with the Workers' Committee. 

Since then, the trouble-shooting Mr. Daniel, with great support from his wife, had put right many matters and had spear-headed a number of changes, both physical and spiritual, to bring the assembly to its present state of progress with the help of committed local brethren who had in no small way contributed to its present state as well.  Among the most prominent physical changes you will notice is the change of name from Sungei Nibong Home and Centre to Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall which greets you in bold letters the moment you step into its precincts.  

For those who were here at the opening ten years ago, you will certainly notice the changes: the new $10,500.00-coat of paint to the building, a better-paved car park, a bigger fenced-field, a brighter-lit hall inside, the stepped-up platform, the new piano, and other recently renovated parts of the building. Even its surroundings are noticeably changed with the widening of the stream and the development of apartments in the neighbourhood, resulting in population increase to furnish a new challenge to the evangelistic outreach of the assembly.

There is also progress in the spiritual realm with a closer and more intimate relationship among the members, a caring spirit that prevails, a greater commitment to the work, a willingness to shoulder responsibilities, among which I would like to congratulate Mr. Ng Teng Huat who has recently accepted the solemn appointment by the Lord to be an elder in this assembly. 

Mr. Ng Teng Huat is a tireless worker, with little to say in public to bore his listeners with, but with many concrete ideas to contribute in private, characterised by clear objectives and well-laid out plans which often materialise with his own personal touch.  Recently we have him to thank, for inspiring the revival of the Residential Bible School in a smaller scale for two years already.

The deacons and the members of the SNGH Working Committee, together with the other members of the assembly, have contributed much to the many projects that have been carried out these ten years.  It is my prayer and hope that with this celebration of the 10th Anniversary further and lasting progress will be made, not only externally but also internally, not only physically, but most importantly, spiritually as well with the help and guidance of the Lord.

It is with this in mind that now I would like to share with you all in this gathering THREE important marks that should characterise this assembly and hopefully ensure the future progress of SUNGEI NIBONG GOSPEL HALL.

A. 
A COMMITTED ELDERSHIP/LEADERSHIP.



Eldership is .....


1. A Divine Appointment to Feed the Flock.
Acts 20:28; 



a. Accepted personally, and not socially.
Jn. 21:15-17, ct.21-23



b. Accepted willingly, and not grudgingly.
I Pet. 5:2



c. Accepted readily, and not selfishly.
I Pet. 5:2


2. A Divine Appointment to Lead the Flock.
I Pet. v.1-5



To Lead...



a. By "Be-ing", i.e. to "BE" an example in Talk and Walk.
v .3



b. By Being "Over", i.e. to Oversee, not to Overlord.        
vv. 2, 3



c. By Being "Among", i.e. to be taken from among the Flock (1) and to Feed the Flock among them. (2)

B.  A COORDINATED MEMBERSHIP. 
I Cor. 12


1. A Full Body.




12:12-17



a. The Multiplicity with Equality in the Unity.
vv.12-14,19,20



b. The Affinity 'cos of Divinity in the Unity.
v. 13



c. The Incongruity of Dispensability in the Unity.
vv. 15-17


2. A Functioning Body.



12:18-22



a. The Sovereignty in Responsibility in the Unity. 
vv. 18



b. The Individuality in Diversity in the Unity. 
v. 19



c. The Partiality for the Inferiority in the Unity. 
vv. 22-24


3. A Fulsome Body.



12:23-27



a. There is Honourable Concern for All.
vv. 23,24



b. There is Healthy Care for All.  

vv. 25-27



  i) An Impossibility for Rivalry in the Unity.
v. 25



 ii) A Capacity for Empathy in the Unity.
v. 26



iii) Not a full Entity yet a Necessity in the Unity.
v. 27

C. 
A CHALLENGING STEWARDSHIP


1. A Challenge to Giving or the Stewardship of Gifts.



a. Of one's Self.



II Cor. 8:5; Rom.12:1



b. Of one's Substance.


II Cor. 8:1-4; Pro. 3:9, 10



c. Of one's Spiritual gifts.
 

I Cor. 12:4-11, etc


2. A Challenge to Growing or the Stewardship of Growing. cf. Lk. 2:52



a. To grow Personally.



b. To grow Spiritually.



c. To grow Corporately.


3. A Challenge to Going or the Stewardship of the Gospel. Mt.28:19, 20



a. The Challenge of our Neighbours.



b. The Challenge of the Apartment dwellers.



c. The Challenge of the Housing-estate occupiers.



d. The Challenge of the University scholars.



e. The Challenge of the Southerners.
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