Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall
The Prophecy of Zephaniah
Theme: The Day of the LORD  
Judgment that Justifies; Grace that Glorifies
Judgment that Refines, Grace that Restores

10th May, 2026 -	Pt. 1a - THE DAY OF THE LORD — 				
				WARNING & WRATH 		1:1-1:4
17th May, 2026 –	Pt. 1b - THE DAY OF THE LORD 									WARNING & WRATH 		1:5-3:8 
			Pt. 2 - THE DAY OF THE LORD		3:9-20							RESTORATION & REJOICING 	
Introduction to Zephaniah:
Introduction: 
A. The Man – The Prophet’s Pedigree.		  	Zeph. 1:1
B. The Moment – The Historical Story Setting.		Zech. 1:1
C. The Message – Central Theme: The Day of the LORD Declared.
D. The Main Distinctions, Differences, Definitions of Divine Days:

B. The Source of Judgment –				Zeph. 1:4-13 
1.	The Proclaimed Day of Judgment on the Day of the Lord!	1:4-6
	I will also stretch out Mine hand upon Judah…all the inhabitants of Jerusalem…
a.	Man’s Sin is Systemic, Syncretic, Spiritual idolatry and apathy– 		1:4. 
	Religious Syncretism Exposed: - 
	Baal: god of Fertility (cf. Jud. 2:13; Jer. 19:5) from Canaan.
	Malcam/Molech (v. 5 “their king”) re: child Sacrifice. (Jer. 7:31)
	Astral Worship: Judah adopted Assyro-Babylonian rooftop Shrines catered to Star deities 			(II Kgs. 23:12)
	
Modern Equivalents of the Sins Mentioned in Zephaniah
Zeph.
	i.   False Worship – Baal and idolatry: 		1:4			
		I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place,
	ii.  Fickle Worship – Mixing truth with error: 		1:4, 5
     iii. Faithless Worship – Indifference toward God 	1:6
And ﻿them that are turned back ﻿from the Lord;
And ﻿those that have not sought the Lord, nor inquired for Him.
God rejects Compromised Christianity.
Judah’s idolatry: Baal worship, astral cults; secret rooftop rituals and half-hearted allegiance. 

2. The Proximity of the Day 	(1:7–13) – 
	The Day of the LORD is…
a. Near: Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord God: For the day of the Lord is at hand:.
		 [1:7 cf. II Pet. 3:8]
b.  Necessary: For the Lord hath prepared a sacrifice, He hath bid His 	guests. And it shall come to pass in the day of the Lord’s sacrifice, That I will punish the princes, and the king’s children, And all such as are clothed with strange apparel. 	1:7, 8
c.	No escape: In the same day also will I punish all those that leap on the threshold, [cf. I Sam. 5:5] which fill their masters’ houses with violence and deceit. And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord, That there shall be the noise of a cry from the fish gate, And an howling from the second And a great crashing from the hills.	1:9, 10
i. A Day of Darkness, Distress, and Destruction.	1:11, 12
	Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh (a Market district; Heb. word = “mortar”, a hollowed basin.) For all the merchant people are cut down; All they that bear silver are cut off. 
	And it shall come to pass at that time, That I will search Jerusalem with candles, 
	And punish the men that are settled on their lees: That say in their heart, 		
	The Lord will not do good, neither will He do evil.
ii.	Religious familiarity does not equal spiritual safety. 	1:13
		Therefore, their goods shall become a booty, and their houses a desolation: 
		They shall also build houses, but not inhabit them; And they shall plant vineyards, 
		but not drink the wine thereof.

3. The Severity of the Day (1:14–18) - The Day of the LORD is…
a.  The coming Day Described as near, bitter, and unavoidable cf. The Babylonian invasion! 1:14-16
	The great day of the Lord is near, It is near, and hasteth greatly, 
	Even the voice of the day of the Lord: The mighty man shall cry there bitterly.
i.	That day is a day of wrath, 
ii.  A day of trouble and distress, 	 	 		
	A day of wasteness and desolation,    			
	A day of darkness and gloominess, 
	A day of clouds and thick darkness,
iii.   A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers.

  b. A Day of Darkness, Distress, and Devastation.				 1:17, 18
i.	And I will bring Distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the Lord: And their blood shall be poured out as Dust, and their flesh 		as the Dung neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to Deliver them
ii.	In the Day of the Lord’s wrath; But the whole land shall be Devoured by the fire of His jealousy: For He shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that Dwell in the land

C.  A PRESSING CALL OF JUDGMENT – 	REPENT!	Zeph. 2:1-3
1. Before judgment falls, mercy Speaks: 		2:1
Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not Desired; 		
2. Before the Decree bring forth, 			2:2	
	Before the Day pass as the chaff…
	Before the Day of the Lord’s anger come upon you… (x2)
3.	“Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, 	2:3 		  			Which have wrought His judgment…
	Seek righteousness – 
	Seek humility [meekness] –: 
  	God’s warnings are invitations to Shelter: 						
	It may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.

D. THE SPHERE OF THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS – Zeph. 2:4–15
	“The Nations Disciplined” or Punishment of the Proud Nations
1. Western Nations – Philistia – coastal nations:
			Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron (4-7)
2.	Eastern Nations – Moab & Ammon (8-11)
3.	Southern Nation – Ethiopia (12)
4.	Northern Nation – Assyria (13-15)
5.	Even mighty Nineveh will fall. (13)
6.	The Truth: No nation escapes God’s justice.
7.	The Testimony: God judges Philistia, Moab, Ammon, Cush, and Assyria showing He Rules all nations, not Judah alone – the Rebellious, Ruthless and Religious. 

Zeph. 2:12-15
12  You also, O Cushites, shall be slain by my sword. 
13  And he will stretch out his hand against the north and destroy Assyria, and he will make Nineveh a desolation, a dry waste like the desert. 
14  Herds shall lie down in her midst, all kinds of beasts; even the owl and the hedgehog shall lodge in her capitals; a voice shall hoot in the window; devastation will be on the threshold; for her cedar work will be laid bare. 
15  This is the exultant city that lived securely, that said in her heart, “I am, and there is no one else.” What a desolation she has become, a lair for wild beasts! Everyone who passes by her hisses and shakes his fist

E. THE SINS OF JERUSALEM – A REBELLIOUS CITY	ZEPH. 3:1–7
1.  Defiled Population – Morally Corrupt 			Zeph 3:1
	Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing city!
2.  Disobedient People – Rejecting Correction 			Zeph. 3:2
	She obeyed not the voice; she received not correction; 
	She trusted not in the Lord; she drew not near to her God.
3.  Deceptive Leaders – Openly Cheating the People:		Zeph. 3:3-5
a.  Devouring Princes: `Her Princes within her are roaring lions; 
      	 Her judges are evening wolves; They gnaw not the bones till the morrow.
b.  Deceiving Prophets: Her Prophets are light and treacherous 	 
c.  Defiled Priests: Her Priests have Polluted the sanctuary, they have done violence to the law.

4.  Decree of the just Lord – He is in the midst thereof; 
a.  He will not do iniquity: Every morning doth He bring His judgment to light, 
b.  He faileth not; But the unjust knoweth no shame.
 5.  Desolate Cities – their Destruction:				Zeph. 3:6, 7
   a.  I have Cut off the nations: their towers are Desolate; 						I made their streets waste, that none passeth by: 
   b. Their Cities are Destroyed, so that there is no man, that there is none inhabitant. 
	I said, Surely thou wilt fear Me, thou wilt receive instruction; So their dwelling should not be cut 	off, howsoever I punished 	them: But they rose early, and corrupted all their doings.
· Spiritual leadership carries serious responsibility

F. THE SENTENCE DECLARED – THE CLIMACTIC JUDGMENT. 	3:8
  1. God’s Final, Purifying judgment—	but it is not the end of the story.
     Therefore wait ye upon Me, saith the Lord, Until the day that I rise up to the prey: 
  2.  God’s Fore-global judgment that will Precede restoration 	3:8
	For My determination is to gather the nations, That I may assemble the kingdoms,
	To pour upon them Mine indignation, even all My fierce anger: 
	For all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of My jealousy.

Practical Applications:
1. Examine your Heart – reflect on any idols or distractions in your life that may be taking the precedence over your relationship with God.
2. Heed the Warnings: Take seriously the warnings of scripture about the consequences of sin and the reality of God’s judgment.
3. Live with urgency: Recognise the nearness of the Day of the Lord and live with a sense of urgency in your faith and witness.
4. Avoid Complacency – guard against spiritual complancency by actively seeking God and His will in your daily life.
5. Beware of Systemic, Syncretic, Synthetic Religion!

Then cometh the end, when He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when He shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.		I Cor. 15:24
1. The Judgment of Nations (Sheep and Goat)				Mt. 25:31-46
2. Satan Bound in the Bottomless Pit 1000 years.				Rev. 20:1-3
3. The Millennial Reign of Christ and His Church. 				Rev. 20:4-10
4. The Day of the Lord and the Day of God.  				II Pet. 3:10, 12
5. The Judgement at the Great White Throne. 				Rev. 20:11-15
6. The New Heaven and the New Earth. 					Rev. 21, 22

PART 2: THE DAY OF RESTORATION – God’s Redeeming Grace		Zeph. 3:9-20
God’s final work among His people moves from Purification to Praise, 
	from Judgment to Joy, and from Shame to Singing
A. THE PURIFICATION OF THE NATIONS					Zeph. 3:9
For then will I turn to the people a pure language, 
That they may all call upon the name of the Lord, To serve Him with one consent.
1. A Pure Purified Language – …then will I turn to the people a pure language
2. A Pure Living Life Service – To serve Him with one consent.
 👉 God desires Pure worship from all Peoples.

B.  THE PRESERVATION OF THE REMNANT.					Zeph. 3:10–13
1.  Pilgrim Worshippers — Worship replacing Wandering  			3:10		
	From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia My suppliants, even the daughter of My dispersed,
	shall bring Mine offering. Gathered from afar Returning with offerings. 
👉 God gathers His scattered people from every nation
2. Penitent Hearts doing no Wrong — In that day…				3:11
a. Humble People – shalt thou not be ashamed for all thy doings…
b. Holy People – wherein thou hast transgressed against Me
c. Hopeful People – thou shalt no more be Haughty because of  My 
d. Holy mountain, Thou shalt not be ashamed”
👉 God always preserves a faithful remnant; Humility is the doorway to restoration.
3. Poor yet Protected Remnant — 	Zeph. 3:12–13
a. Meek dependence - I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor [humble and lowly] people
b. Trust in the Lord - And they shall trust in the name of the Lord. 
c. Truthful speech – The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; Neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: 
d. Tranquil security - For they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make them afraid.
👉God preserves a faithful remnant in every age.

II. A PRAISING PEOPLE 			Zeph. 3:14–17
   1.  Rejoicing Commanded — 			Zeph. 3:14, 15
	Be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem.
	He will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love, 
	He will joy over thee with singing.
a. The King is Sovereign – {“The LORD thy God is…with thee”
				{the LORD in the Midst is Mighty; 
b. The King Who Saves – 	 He will save.
c. The King Who Sings – Sing, O daughter of Zion; Shout, O Israel; 
	The Lord hath taken away thy judgments, He hath cast out thine 	enemy: The king of Israel, 	even the Lord, is in the midst of thee: Thou shalt not see evil any more. 	3:15
👉 God not only saves and Delivers —He Delights in His people. 
👉Restoration Produces Heartfelt Praise.

II. A PRAISING PEOPLE 			Zech. 3:14–17)
   1.  Rejoicing Commanded — 			Zech. 3:14, 15
	2.  Removed Judgments — 	3:15	
a. Their Condemnation removed –	The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; 
b. Enemies Cast out – He has cleared away your enemies
c. The King in the Centre –	The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
	  you shall never again fear evil. 
👉 The presence of the King Changes everything.

3. Renewed Courage — 			Zech. 3:16
In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: 
And to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack.
a. Fear replaced by Faith} Let not thine hands be slack.
b. Weak Weary hands strengthened} 
4. Rejoicing Lord — A beautiful portrait of God: 		Zech. 3: 17
A.	His Presence - “The LORD thy God in the midst of thee”
	Seven “I Will’s”:-
a. His Power – 	(1) “He will save…He is mighty”
b. His Peace – 	(2) “He will rest in His love”
c. His Pleasure – 	(3) “He will joy over thee with singing”
👉God’s People rejoice in Him — God rejoices over His People.

III. A PROSPEROUS PEOPLE				 	Zech. 3:18–20
1. Sorrow Removed – 	3:18
a. Burdens lifted – I will gather them that are sorrowful 	(4) 
b. Reproach Removed -To whom the reproach of it was a burden
c. Feast Restored - for the solemn assembly
👉God Remembers grieving saints.
👉God Restores what sin has Ruined.
2. Suppressors Rewarded – I will ﻿save her that halteth, 	(5)		3:19	   
And ﻿gather ﻿her that was driven out
a. Oppressors judged – I will undo all that afflict thee	 (6)
b. The lame rescued – I will save her that halteth	(7) 
c.	The Outcast gathered – And gather her that was driven out
👉God vindicates His afflicted people.

CONCLUSION
This passage [3:9-20] reveals the full triumph of God’s Grace:
	From Pollution to Purity 
	From Mourning to Music 
	From Scattering to Salvation 
	From Reproach to Rejoicing 
		The chapter closes not with judgment, but with joy.
👉Key Thought:
“The Lord in the midst of His people is the secret of their
Cleansing, Courage, Comfort, and Celebration.”    3:17


For those interested in…
Viewing the Powerpoint Presentation again;
Listening to the Study again
And/Or Want a full Outline 
of the Study,
 Please visit:
www.berita-bethel-ung.com
After Tuesday
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