13th June, 2021
Sungai Nibong Gospel Centre
23 July, 2017
The SEVEN'S in JOHN’S GOSPEL

I. Part 1 (18 June, 2017) – The Seven Signs in John’s Gospel
II. Part II (25 June, 2017) – The Seven “I AM” Statements in John’s Gospel.
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Recapitulation and Clarification:
4.  Five thousand men Fed - 
Jn. 6:1-14

The Single and Singular Miracle recorded in all the Four Gospels.


John recorded eight miracles, seven were unique.


What is the Eighth? – The Fishermen and their Fish.
Jn. 21:1-14

a. Seven Fishermen went Fishing and Caught nothing. 
 21:2f

b. Their Failure Confessed to Jesus’ question: Have you any meat?  

 21:5

John’s Purpose recording Jesus’ Signs:
a.
These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Jn. 20:31a
i. Recognition of the Sign: only Jesus could perform Such Miracle: (see ii)

 21:6, 8, 11
· Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find.
· Now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.
· And the other disciples came in a little ship…dragging the net with fishes. 
an hundred and fifty and three…there were so many, yet was not the net broken
b. 
and that believing ye might have life through His name.
Jn. 20:31b
ii. 
Reactions to Jesus, the Lord.


· Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. 
21:7a
· When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tied his outer garment around him (for he was stripped) and plunged into the sea. 
21:7, HCSB
· None of the disciples durst ask Him, Who art Thou? knowing that it was the Lord.


21:12
· This is now the third time that Jesus shewed Himself to His disciples, 
after that He was risen from the dead. 




21:14
I. The Seven Signs in John’s Gospel
II.
The Seven “I AM”  Statements in John’s Gospel.
Intro. 
With God, “I Am” is not just to Establish His Identity 



but also to Explain His Deity and Sovereignty.

Thus:
Exo. 3:13-14

· ​Moses’ Question on how to Authorise himself:

…God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, 
The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, 
What is His name? what shall I say unto them?

· Moses’ Quote of God’s Affirmation of 
His Identity – God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: 

His Sovereignty and Moses’ Authority: 
Thus shalt thou say unto [them], I AM hath sent me unto you.

Or: God said.... I WILL BE THAT I WILL BE ....say....I WILL BE hath sent me" 

Exo. 3:14, ARV (mar).
A. Jehovah God is the I Am

1. God is the I AM (Heb. ’ehyeh ’asher ’ehyeh = “I am Who I am”)
Exo. 3:13-16

lit., God is He Who is the absolute I, the self-existent One without beginning, without end. 
Thus…
· Deut. 6:4 - Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD.
· Isa 43:13 — 
Indeed before the day was, I Am He; And there is no one who can
deliver out of My hand; I work, and who will reverse it?" 

· Isa 44:6 — 
"Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, And his Redeemer, 

the LORD of hosts: I Am the First and I Am the Last;


Besides Me there is no God. 

· Isa 46:9 — 
Remember the former things of old, For I Am God, 



and there is no other; I Am God, and there is none like Me.

· Isa 48:12 — 
"Listen to Me, O Jacob, And Israel, the one called by Me: 

I Am He, I Am the First, I Am also the Last. 
· Rev. 1:4a –
Him which is, and which was, and which is to come

Cf. Christ, Rev 1:11 – "I AM (egō eimi) the Alpha and the Omega, 



the Beginning and the End," says the Lord, “who is and who was 


and who is to come, the Almighty.” cf. 1:8, 21:6, 7; 22:13
2. God is also Yahweh (YHWH) – Israel’s Covenant-Keeping God:
Exo. 6:2-8, HCSB
[lit. Yehōwāh [a tetragrammaton from the vowels of ʾǍdhōnāy] 
Yahweh = "I Am the One Who Is".

Then God spoke to Moses…“I am Yahweh. I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as God Almighty, but I did not reveal My name Yahweh to them. I also established My covenant with them…I will take you as My people, and I will be your God. You will know that I am Yahweh your God…I will bring you to the land that I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you as a possession. I am Yahweh.”
B. Jesus is the I Am

In the Gospels, the Lord’s “I am (He)” was not so much to identify Himself when asked, but to Affirm His Authority, Deity and Sovereignty as God. “He” is not in the Greek text. 
“I am” is (egō eimi)=I exist (used only when emphatic); am, have been. 
The word eimi is simply the verb "to be" and is merely the usual word of existence. 
1. His Person is God - not a Ghost or Phantom!
Mk. 6:49-50, NKJV
When they saw Him walking on the sea, they supposed it was a ghost, and cried out…
But immediately He …said to them, "Be of good cheer! It is I [egō eimi]; 
do not be afraid."   Note: “It is I” is literally, “I am”.
2. People will Perish if they do not believe Him to be God.
Jn. 8:23, 24

And He said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. He said…ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am (He), 
ye shall die in your sins. 
3. The Prediction fulfilled of Him on the Cross would Prove that He is the “I am”.Jn. 8:28

Then said Jesus…When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know I am (He).
4. He Pre-existed Abraham, the Patriarch of Israel.
Jn. 8:58
Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am
5. He Portrayed Himself as the Light and Life of the World.
Jn. 8:12 

I am the light of the world: he that followeth Me… shall have the light of life. 
Note: In the above 4 claims (#2, 3, 4, 5 in Jn. Ch. 8) Jesus declared Himself as the I am, claiming equality with God. The Jews knew it, as evidenced by their Response, Reactions and their Rejection of Him – 
Then said they unto Him, Where is Thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye neither know Me, nor My Father: if ye had known Me, ye should have known My Father also.
Jn. 8:19

Then took they up stones to cast at Him

Jn. 8:59
(for allegedly committing blasphemy in claiming equality with God, 

cf. Jn. 5:18 The Jews sought the more to kill Him, because… He said also that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God, 


6. He Proclaimed Prophetically indeed He was the I am.



Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am (he). 


Jn. 13:19

7. Jesus Displayed His Divine Glory momentarily and His enemies fell Prostrate. Jn. 18:4-6 

Jesus…said unto them, Whom seek ye? They answered Him, Jesus of Nazareth. 
Jesus saith unto them, I am (He)…As soon then as He had said unto them, I Am (He), they went backward, and fell to the ground.

C John’s record of the Seven I am’s of Jesus.
1. Jesus claimed: Before Abraham was, I am.
 Jn. 8:58

2. Jesus proclaimed:

a. I am the bread of life.
John 6: 35, 48

b. I am the light of the world. 
John 8: 12, 9:5

c. I am the door 
John 10:9

d. I am the good shepherd 
John 10:11

e. I am the resurrection and the life 
John 11:25

f. I am the way, the truth, and the life.
John 14:6

g. I am the true vine 
John 15:1, 5
The above would be John’s record of Jesus’ I am Statements. He recorded them Selectively that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through His name.
Jn. 20:31b
His Statements can be Sign-ified with the Tabernacle:
3. John exclaimed:

a. Jesus was the Living Tabernacle.
Jn. 1:14, YLT

i. And the Word became flesh, and did *tabernacle among us…
Cf.  they have made for Me a sanctuary, and I have tabernacled in their midst; 

Exo. 25:8, YLT
ii. Gk. skēnoō from skenos = to tent or encamp, i.e. (figurative) to occupy 
(as a mansion) or (special) to reside (as God did in the Tabernacle of old, 
a symbol of protection and communion):- dwell.  
Strong
Thus, the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
KJV
Cf. And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.
 Ex. 25:8, YLT
iii. We beheld His glory, glory as of an only begotten of a father…

Jn. 1:14
Cf. Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, 
and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.

Ex. 40:34
b. His Sign of the Temple that came to Life: 
John 2:18-21
the…Jews and said unto Him, What sign shewest Thou unto us, seeing that Thou doest these things? Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? 
But He spake of the temple of His body.
The Temple was His Sanctuary (Holy of Holies).
Gk. naos = Sanctuary (Vine); from a primary naio (to dwell); a fane, shrine, temple.
i. The Dwelling place of God.
Exo. 26:33-34 (YLT) 
The Barrier into the Presence of God.

And thou hast put the vail under the hooks, and hast brought in thither within the vail the ark of the testimony; and the vail hath made a separation for you between the holy and the holy of holies. And thou hast put the mercy-seat on the ark of the testimony, in the holy of holies.
ii. The Destruction of the Temple – destroy this temple…
Jn. 2:19-21
· Destroy (Gk. lyō) = a primary verb; to “loosen” (literal or figurative) :- break (up)

· Used as in Eph. 2:14 – For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us.

· Cf. Mt. 27:51 – And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent.

rent (schizō) = a primary verb; to split or sever (literal or figurative):- 
break, divide, open, rend, make a rent.
· Jesus died but rose again with the veil [His flesh] in the Temple “broken down” (destroyed) opening up a new and living way cf. Heb. 10:20
D Jesus’ I am’s and the Tabernacle/Temple compared.
Jn. 1:14; 2:21
1. I AM the Bread of life, 
Jn. 6:35, 48
I am the bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; 
and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst.


The Bread of Life cf. the Manna from Heaven and in the Ark.
Exo. 16:13-36
Cf. the pot of Manna in the Ark.
Heb. 9:3, 4

After the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all…
wherein was the golden pot that had manna…
a. The Source of the Bread: 
Jn. 6:49-51
i. The Sign of the Manna from Heaven.
Jn. 6:30-32
They said therefore unto Him, What sign shewest Thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost Thou work? Our fathers did eat manna in the desert…
He gave them bread from heaven to eat.

ii. But our Saviour was the Bread that came down from Heaven.
Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. I am the living bread which came down from heaven: 
b. The Sustenance of the Bread.
Exo. 16:35 35  And the children of Israel did eat manna forty years, until they came to a land inhabited; they did eat manna, until they came unto the borders of…Canaan.
Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead

Cf. if any man eat of this Bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give 
is My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.
Jn. 6:51
c. Is this the Bread of the Lord’s Supper?
Jn. 6:53-54 

i. The Statement:

Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.

ii. The Solution: 
Jn. 6:35
And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to Me 
shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst. 
2. I AM the Light of world.
Jn.8:12 
Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 

Cp. The Pillar of Light.
Exo. 13:21, 22 
And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night: 
He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, 
from before the people. 

And I have led you forty years in the wilderness: your clothes are not waxen old upon you, and thy shoe is not waxen old upon thy foot.
Deut. 29:5
3. I AM the Door of sheep.
 Jn.10:7, 9

Then said Jesus…Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep… I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.
Cp. The Outer Gate of the Court.
Exo. 27:16a
And for the gate of the court shall be an hanging of twenty cubits, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with needlework: 
and their pillars shall be four, and their sockets four. 
a. It was Colourful and Closed but Could be opened.

The gate of the court shall be an hanging…of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with needlework:
b. It was Wide and Welcoming – (20 x 5 cubits) No one would be denied entry. Jn. 6:36  The hangings of one side of the gate shall be fifteen cubits…And for the gate of the court shall be an hanging of twenty cubits
c. Founded on Four pillars: their pillars shall be four, and their sockets four (Gospels?)
¬Ct. And thou shalt make an hanging for the door of the tent…And thou shalt make for the hanging five pillars…thou shalt cast five sockets of brass for them. 
Exo. 27:16b
4. I AM the Good Shepherd 
Jn.10:11

I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.

Cp. The Sheep Slain and Sacrificed on the Bronze Altar.
Exo. 20:24

An altar of earth thou shalt make unto Me, and shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen: in all places where I record my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee. 

5. I AM the Way, Truth & Life.
Jn.14:6; 

Cp. The Way from the Gate via …

a. The Brazen Altar
Heb. 13:10

 cf. We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.
Jn. 1:29

b. The Truth by the Brazen Laver
Eph. 5:26

i. That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word…

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
Jn. 17:17

ii. Also The Law in the Ark of the Covenant:
Heb. 9:3-4
And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; 
Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant;
c. The Life through the Door of the Tent and the Veil into the Holy of Holies.Lev.16:2
i. The Prohibition:

And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy place within the vail before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat.
ii. The Propitiation:

Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place: with a young bullock for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering.

Aaron shall bring the bullock of the sin offering and…shall kill the bullock of the sin offering…and he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before the LORD, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within the vail: And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not: And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy seat eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven times.
Lev. 16:11-14
6. I AM the Resurrection and the Life.
Jn.11:25

Cp. Aaron’s Rod that budded in the Ark.
Heb. 9:4

…and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant;
a. Confirming God’s Choice who would be Priests.
Num. 17:2, 3
Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of every one of them a rod according to the house of their fathers, of all their princes according to the house of their fathers twelve rods: write thou every man's name upon his rod. And thou shalt write Aaron's name upon the rod of Levi: for one rod shall be for the head of the house of their fathers.
b. God’s Choice
Num. 17:5, 8
And it shall come to pass, that the man's rod, whom I shall choose, shall blossom: and I will make to cease from me the murmurings of the children of Israel, whereby they murmur against you.
And it came to pass, that on the morrow Moses went into the tabernacle of witness; and, behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds.
c. God’s Command:
Num. 17:10 
And the LORD said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod again before the testimony, to be kept for a token against the rebels; and thou shalt quite take away their murmurings from me, that they die not.
d. God’s Christ – His High Priest.
Heb. 3:1

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus.

Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.
Heb. 7:25

7. I AM the True vine
Jn. 15:1, 5
I am the true vine…I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
Cf. The Lampstand
Exo. 25:31-40, HCSB
a. Make a lampstand out of pure, hammered gold 

The lampstand with all these utensils is to be made from 75 pounds of pure gold
· I am the true vine.
b. It is to be made of one piece: its base and shaft…six branches are to extend from its sides, three…from one side and three branches…from the other side.
Their calyxes and branches are to be of one piece. All of it is to be a single hammered piece of pure gold.

· I am the vine, ye are the branches.
c. It is to be this way for the six branches that extend from the lampstand. 
· He that abideth in me, and I in him…

d. There are to be four cups shaped like almond blossoms on the lampstand ⌊shaft⌋ along with its calyxes and petals. 
· the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing
e. Make seven lamps on it. Its lamps are to be set up so they illuminate the area in front of it. 
· for without me ye can do nothing.

f. Its snuffers and firepans must be of pure gold. 
· My Father is the husbandman…Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.
Be careful to make ⌊them⌋ according to the pattern you have been shown on the mountain. 
Exo. 25:40, HCSB
John 20:31 
But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.
