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Theme: The Christian Priesthood in





Hebrews 10:19-25

I.
The Character of the Christian Priesthood.
Heb. 10:18-20

II.
The Character of our High Priest.
Heb. 10:21

III.
The Conditions of the Christian Priesthood.
Heb. 10:22

IV.
The Commitment of Priests.
Heb. 10:23-25

Study 1 - 

The Character of the Christian Priesthood 

Text: Heb. 10:19-25
19  Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 
21  And having an high priest over the house of God; 
22  Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an   evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 
23  Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 
24  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 
25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 

A.
The Classes of Priesthood.

1.
The Original Purpose of God.
Exo. 19:5-8

a.
The National Priesthood Set Aside, because of disobedience.
Exo. 32:8 cf. Isa. 61:6


But ye shall be named the Priests of the LORD: men shall call you the Ministers of our God: 


ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast yourselves.
2.
The Other Priesthoods set up by God.

b.
The Levitical Priesthood Set Aside, it was to be a Shadow Priesthood.
Exo. 28:1, 2

c.
The Melchizedek Priesthood Set Above All others founded on a Unique King-Priest. Heb. 7:1
B.
The Constitution of the Christian Priesthood. 

Heb. 10:19

Brethren or Who are Priests?



1.
The Silence regarding a Special Priesthood (Clergy) in Scripture.   
Eph. 4:11, 12; 2:20

 2.
The Absence of a Special Priesthood in Scripture. 

Eph. 4:11, 12 and 2:20

Acts 20:28; 6:1-5; I Tim. 3; Tit. 1
3.
The Presence of the Christian Priesthood in Scripture or Who are Constituted Priests?

a.
All who are Believers in Christ

b.
All who are Brethren of Christ.

Heb. 10:19 cf. 2:11, 12, 3:17

C.
The Confidence in the Christian Priesthood.
Heb. 10:19

 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest …

Intro. Boldness 

(Gk. Parrēsia from pas = all; rheo = speech) 

lit. = all speech; i.e. the absence of fear in speaking boldly; hence, Confidence, Courage. 

Thus, we enter with open lips to Confess …

All our Sins and the all-Supremacy of our Lord.

Note: The Order in the Church. (I Cor. 14:34, 35)
1.
This Boldness is Objective.
Heb. 9:14

– Having therefore

i.e. based on the arguments before, viz. the obedience of Christ.


It is Based on…the Blood of Christ.
  Heb. 9:14



a Better Covenant.
  Heb. 8:6



a Better Priesthood. 
 Heb. 7:24, 25



   Better Promises.
  Heb. 6:9, 18



a Better Person.
  Heb. ch. 1-4


 Christ is Better than…


Aaron (ch. 5); Joshua (ch. 4); Moses (ch. 3);
the Angels (chs. 1, 2)


Thus, Christ is the One Perfect Sacrifice.
10:12-18
2. The Boldness is Positive.
Heb. 9:14 
– purge (lit. = scrub) your conscience
a. It is not based on Feelings – Ct. The Role of Conscience.
b. It is not based on Failures – from dead works


Three sorts of works in the New Testament – 
i.
Wicked works.

Col. 1:21
ii.
Good works.

Eph. 2:10
iii.
Dead works, i.e. the things we feel we ought to do, 

but which we have never quite succeeded in doing.
Cf. Rom. 7:19

c.   But it is based on Faith.
i. 
Faith in the Entrance of the Lord into the Holy Places.
· He is our Forerunner.

Heb. 6:19, 20
· He is there For us.

9:23, 24. 
· He is our Fulfilment.

9:25, 26 cp. 22
ii.
 In the Efficacy of the Blood.
· Which is the Propitiation for Sin.

9:12
· Which is the Provision for Service.

9:14
· Which is the Promise of Salvation and Sanctification.
9:15
D.
The Consecration of the Christian Priesthood.
Heb. 10:19
1.
The Structure of the Tabernacle.

Heb. 9:1-5 Cf. Lev. 16:12-13
a.
The Three Compartments in their typical teaching.
Cp. Heb. 8:5; 9:11, 23

i.
The Outer Court: Calvary, where Christ died.


ii.
The Holy Place: the Heavens through which Christ passes.
9:24

For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:

iii.
The Holiest: the Presence of God.

9:24

b.
The Three Curtains (Veils)

9:6-9

i.
The Gate of the Outer Court (20 x 5 cubits with 4 pillars): 

Salvation.

ii.
The Door of the Tent (Tabernacle, 10 x 10 cubits with 5 pillars): 
Service.

iii.
The Veil (10 x 10 cubits with 5 pillars): 

Spiritual Worship.
2.
The Standing of the Veil.

a.
It kept God’s Presence In.

b.
It kept God’s People Out.


They could only enter through Christ, the new and living way which He had consecrated.

i.
“new” as of a newly-slain lamb – old yet ever new; 


ct. the old slain goat of the earthly tabernacle. 
Lev. 16:14

ii.
“living” – in contrast to the dead sacrifices, and the dead road, and the dead results.

iii.
“way” – Christ, Himself.

3.
The Significance of the Rent Veil.
An uncrucified Saviour is no Saviour.

a.
The Removal of Distance.

i.
The Jews worshipped afar off.
Exo. 24:1, 2

ii.
The Gentiles were afar off.
Eph. 2:13

iii.
But, the Church is made near
Eph. 2:13


And Christians are to draw near 
Heb. 10:22


Under the Law for one to draw near to the Presence of God was death; 


Under Christ, it is death to stay away, cp. “dead” Christians with “dead” works.

· Distance between Man and God is Removed – a New Way.
Jn. 4:23, 24

· Beware of False Worship – ye worship ye know not what

4:22a

· Beware of Figurative Worship – 
we know what we worship;
4:22b



for worship is of the Jews.
· What we need is Faithful Worship – in Spirit and in truth

· Distance between Jew and Gentile is Removed – a New Body. Eph. 3:16-18 cp. I Cor. 12:13

Hence, no Clergy
b.
The Removal of Demarcation – the new and living way
Heb. 10:20, 19

i.
Where Approach can be made at all times.

4:16

ii.
Where Access is granted to all Priests.

Eph. 2:18

· Made such by the Blood of Christ.

Heb. 10:19

· Made such by the New Birth.

I Pet. 2:5, 9

iii.
Where Acceptance is because of the Once-for-All Sacrifice.
Heb. 10:14, 15
Conclusion: Let us therefore not raise any middle wall of partition, it having been broken down.

Beware of the Barrier of …

(1)
Ritualism in the hierarchy.
Eph. 2:15

(2)
Riches in society – by the cross
2:16

(3)
Religiousness in piety – circumcision.
2:11

(4)
Racism in the community – Gentiles
2:11 by the Cross all are equal.

(5)
Rites Raised in priestly ministry – the holiest Heb. 10:19 (lit. = the holy places).


When Christ’s work was completed, the Veil rent, the Holy Pace and the Holiest were united and made one sanctuary. Thus, Service and Worship go together.
Rom. 12:1, 2; Heb. 12:28

What God has pulled down, Let no Man put up.

