29th Sept. 2019

Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall

   Understanding Revelation

Recapitulation:
Pt. I.  -
The Problems in Interpreting Revelation –.

The Perspective of Revelation –
Rev.

1. The Three-fold Plan in the Book – 
1:11 cf. 1:19 

a. 
The Things which thou hast seen.




The Exalted Christ.

Ch. 1

Pt. II -  
2. The Two-fold Prophecy in the Book – 


b. 
The Things which are.



The Epistles to the Seven Churches.
Chs. 2-3


c. 
Things which shall be Hereafter

Chs. 4-22
Pt. III –
i.  
The Three “Seven” Judgments
· The Seven Seals -


Chs. 4-6; 8:1
· The Seven Trumpets – 

Chs. 8, 9; 11:15 – 19
· The Seven Bowls/Vials.

Chs. 15 - 16
Pt. IV -

ii.  The Seven Parentheses.



iii. The Prospect of the End Times.

Chs. 17 - 22

A. Babylon – Desolation and Destruction.
Chs. 17, 18
B. The Bridegroom – His Bride, Kingship. Kingdom  Chs. 19, 20
C. All things, Bright, Beautiful and New.
 Chs. 21, 22

Part 4 – The Seven Parentheses and the End Times
Intro. Two basic principles in Understanding and Interpreting Revelation:
· Use the Key to open up its Writings.
Rev. 1:19

· Interpret it literally, i.e. unless a passage is intended by the writer as allegory, poetry, or some other genre, the Bible should be interpreted as literal statements by the author. 

The literal sense is the “plain meaning” conveyed by its grammatical-historical sense, 

the meaning which the writer expressed.
1. The Three-fold Plan in the Book – 

Rev. 1:11 cf. 1:19

2. The Two-fold Prophecy in the Book – 



3.  The Seven Parentheses in the Book.
a. Ch. 7 -
[Between 6th and 7th Seal]

The Saved Tribulation Saints - Jews, Gentiles; not Church.

b. Ch. 10 -
[Between 6th and 7th Trumpet]

The Thunders, the Mighty Angel and the Little Book.

[Between 7th Trumpet and the Bowl Judgments]
c. Ch.11 - 
The Two Witnesses.
d. Ch. 12 -
The Travail of Israel and the Dragon
e. Ch. 13 -
The Two Beasts.
f. Ch. 14 -
The Triumph of the Lamb. 

[After the Bowl Judgments]
g. Ch. 17:1-19:6
The Termination (Destruction) of Babylon. 

A. Parenthesis No. 1 – The Saved Tribulation Saints.

Rev. Ch.  7.
1. The Sealing of the 144 000 of Israel.
7:1-8
a. The Number is literal, as all other numbers are: 12 tribes, 12 000 x 12 000 = 144 000.

b. The Sealed are from Israel, not the Church: 12 specific tribes mentioned.

2. The Saved Gentiles of the Trumpet Judgments of the Great Tribulation.

7:9-17 

a. Defining the group: same as mentioned in 6:9.

b. Different from the 144 000 in (a) above.

	The 144 000 Sealed Jews.

	The Saved Gentiles

	They are Jews.
	They are Gentiles from all nations.

	They are numbered - 144 000
	They are not numbered, nor could be.

	They are sealed on earth.
	They stand in heaven before God.

	Most probably, they are the Witnesses...
	and these are those saved through their witness.


c. Distinct from the Church:  Note the question of one of the elders
7:13, 14.  


The group is distinguished from the 24 elders.  They are those who "have come out of the Great Tribulation" (7:14) and are in heaven just before the second coming of Christ to the earth.
B. PARENTHESES Nos. 2 and 3 – The Thunders, the Mighty Angel and the Little Book.
 Or       A Time For Testimony.


Rev. Ch. 10

Intro. : Chs. 10-14 describe events occurring in the 2nd half of the Great Tribulation. 
Cf. 11:2, 3; 12:6, 14; 13:5

1. The Testimony of The Mighty Angel.
10:1-11

a. Who is he?  Not Christ 
(10:6 cf. Heb. 6:13); Michael (Dan. 12:1); The angel in 5:2; 7:2; 8:3; 18:2

b. The scroll?

As 10:9,10, biblaridion, ct 5:1 biblion.  His book of instructions?

c. Eating  the scroll?  

Cf. Jer. 15:16; Psa. 19:9, 10

2. The Testimony of The Two Witnesses.
11:1-14


Note: A literal interpretation is the best guideline for this difficult chapter, e.g. a literal temple, city Jerusalem, 42 months of 30 days, 7,000 people killed and two individual men.

Two Great Witnesses.

a. Who are they?

(See Charts "The Two Witnesses of Tribulation", etc, pp. 25, 26)

i. 
Enoch?
-  
Gen. 5:24; Heb. 11:5

ii. 
Elijah?
-  
II Kgs. 2:11; cf. Mt. 17:10-13; 11:5, 6; Mal. 4:5; Mk. 9:11-13; Lk. 1:17

iii. 
Moses?
-  
Jude 9

 

iv. Elijah and Moses?  
- 
Rev. 11:6 cf. I Kgs. 17:1; Jas. 5:17; and Ex. 7:10, 19; Also Mt. 17:3

v. Two unidentified witnesses?  Their ministry connected to Zerubbabel and Joshua (Zech. 4)

b. Three "Great" things happen at their resurrection:

i. 
A Great voice calls them up to heaven.



11:12

ii. 
A Great fear falls upon those who witness this.


11:11

iii. 
A Great earthquake levels 1/10 of Jerusalem and kills 7000 people. 
11:13

3. The Testimony of the Elders.
11:15-19


or The Sounding of the Seventh Trumpet.


The fact that 11:15 will be fulfilled at the Second Coming makes it clear that the period of the seventh trumpet chronologically reaches to Christ's return. Therefore, the Seventh Trumpet introduces and includes the seven bowl judgments of the wrath of God revealed in chapter 16. 


a. The Reign of Christ.
11:15

b. The Reverence of the Elders.
11:16, 17

c. The Retribution and Reward.
11.18

d. The Revelation of the Ark of the Covenant in heaven.
11.19

D. Parenthesis No. 4 - The Seven `Mid-Week' Personages.

Rev. chs. 12, 13
Or The Travail of Israel and the Dragon
1. A Woman Clothed with the Sun.


12:1-2

a. The Signs, Wonders and Miracles.
12:1, 3; 13:13-14; 15:1; 16:14; 19:20

b. The Symbols of Israel – sun and moon; crown of 12 stars.
Cf. Gen. 37:9-11; 12 sons of Jacob.

c. The Suffering (Pregnancy and travail) before Birth.
Israel’s Suffering prior to Christ’s coming

2. The Red Dragon with the 7 heads and 10 horns.

12:3-4

a. Satan’s Control over world empires during the Great Tribulation.
cf. Dan. 7:7,8, 24; Rev. 13:1 

b. Satan Cast out his “stars” to earth to destroy Israel and the Messiah.

cf. 12:9

3. The Male Child, Christ.
12:5-6

a. The Ascension of Christ.

cf. Psa. 2:9; Rev. 19:15

b. The Attack on Israel – her flight and preservation for 1260 days.

Mk. 13:14 cf. 12:14


for a time, and times and half a time
    
Mk. 13:14 cf. 12:14
4. Satan Cast Out of Heaven.

12:7-12

a. The Spiritual Warfare - Satan and his angels cast down to earth.

12:7-9 ct. Eph. 2:2

b. The Shout in Heaven – the Statement of the Secret of victory.

12:10-11

c. The Fight for Survival on Earth – Satan’s time is Short.

12:12

5. The Dragon-Persecuted Woman's Offspring. 

12:13-17

a. Satan Pouring his wrath on Israel

12:13

b. Israel Preserved during the final 3 ½ years of Great Tribulation.

12:14-16 cf. Zech. 13:8

c. Satan Persecuting the Remnant.

12:17
E. Parenthesis No. 5 - (1) The Beast Out of the Sea.

Rev. 13:1-10

	
	The Description
	The Interpretation

	a.
	Beast coming out of the sea.
	The world ruler,  (Rev. 13, 17; Dan. 7. Gentile? (17:15)

	b.
	10 horns, 7 heads, 10 crowns
	Revived Roman Empire (Dan. 7:7-8; Rev. 13:3; 17:3, 7)

	c.
	A leopard, a bear, a lion and a dragon
	Greece (Dan. 7:6); Medo-Persia (7:5), Babylon (7:4) and 

Satan (cf. Rev. 12:9; II Thes. 2:9)

	d.
	A fatal wound was healed.
	Antichrist comes into power through a miraculous deliverance by Satan himself or destruction of the Roman Empire and its revival

	e.
	42 months (3 1/2 yrs.)
	The final half of the Great Tribulation

	f.
	The book of life
	Contains names of every person to be born into this world (cf. Rev. 3:5 with 22:19) or the names of believers written in anticipation in eternity past

	g.
	Rev. 13: 9-10
	Those willing to hear may be martyred. Hence, need for patience and faith. Note: omission of "unto the churches" (ct. 2:3).


F. Parenthesis No. 5 – (2) The Beast Out of the Earth.

13:11-18

	
	The Description
	The Interpretation

	a.
	The beast coming out of the earth.
	The false prophet in 19:20 and 20:10

	b.
	Rev. 13:1
	A religious character empowered by Satan with great authority over the earth.  Cf. The Divine Trinity with the Evil Trinity.

	c.
	The miracles of the beast. 13:13-15
	The supernatural deception of the beast; the image cf. II Thes. 2:4

	d.
	The mark of the beast.  13:16-18
	"This evil trinity 666 apes the Holy Trinity 777, but always falls short and fails".


G. Parenthesis No. 6 – The Triumph of the Lamb


Rev. chs. 14, 15

1.
The Voices of the 144 000. 
14:1-5

a.
The Locality
14:1-3
- Heavenly Mt. Zion? (Heb. 12:22-24)

b.
Their Identity.
14:4
- As in Ch. 7 - there, Redeemed; here, Raptured - not one missing!

c.
Their Purity.
14:5
- And in their mouth was found no guile
2.
The Voices of the Angels:
14:6-12

a.
1st Angel 
- 
Warning to earth-dwellers, “Believe in the everlasting gospel”
14: 7

b.
 2nd Angel
- 
Warning of the impending doom of Babylon.


14:8

c.
 3rd Angel
-
Warning to the Beast-worshippers of coming torment.

14:9

3.
The Voice of the Spirit.

14:13



Rest for the Tribulation Saints, their Rewards will follow. 
Ct. no rest for the Wicked
14:6-12

4.
The Vision of John: 

14:14-20

a.
Christ on the White Cloud.
14:14

b.
Reaping of the Ripened Harvest.
14:15-20 Another 3 Angels in Action

5.
The Voice of the Victors.
15:1-4

a.
What they Sing:


	The Song Of Moses.  (Exo. 15)
	The Song Of The Lamb.  (Rev. 15)

	Sung beside the Red Sea.
	Sung beside the Crystal Sea. (v.2)

	Sung over Egypt.
	Sung over Babylon.

	Described how God brought His people OUT.
	Will describe how God brought His people IN.

	Scripture's first song.
	Scripture's last song.


b.
Why they Sing:
i.
For Thou only art holy.



(Rev. 15:4)

ii.
For all nations shall come and worship before Thee.




iii.
For thy judgments are made manifest.
H.  Parenthesis No. 7 – The Terror of Armageddon

(The Supper of the Great God) 
Rev. 16:13-16; 19:17-21
1. Drying up of Euphrates.

Cf. 9:14

2. The Three Evil spirits come out of the Evil Trinity – 

Rev. 16:13

And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 
3. Their Extraordinary miracles to Enlist the Kings of the Earth. 
16:14

4. The Expectation of the Lord’s coming.
16:15

Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, 

lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. 

5. The End Battle at Armageddon.
16:16; 19:17-21
4.  THE Prospect of the End Times.



A.
Babylon – her Desolation and Destruction.


Rev. 17-18

1.
Desolation of Ecclesiastical Babylon, the Harlot.
ch. 17

2.
Destruction of Commercial Babylon.

ch. 18

B.

The Bridegroom – His Bride, Kingship and Kingdom.
Rev. 19-20

1. 
Rejoicing in Heaven.


19:1-10

2.
Return of Christ to Earth.


19:11-20:3

3.
Reign of the Saints a thousand years.

20:4-6

4.
Revolt, final and eternal torment.

20:7-10

C.
All Things Bright, Beautiful and New.


Rev. 21-22


1.
The Citizens of the New Creation.

21:1-8 cf. Isa. 65:17


2.
The Character of the New City.

21:9 - 22:5


3.
The Challenge of the Concluding Message.

22:6-21
======================================================================

II.
THE PERSPECTIVE.

A.
Interlude and Introduction:

1.
Interlude No 7 - 





Rev. 17, 18.  

2.
Introduction to Revelation Chapters 17 - 22.



[Or see I. The Plan above.]

a.
Religious system of the world judged.

Rev. 17

b.
Retribution on the world's political and economic system.
Rev. 18

c.
Return of the Lord to judge Satan, the beast, the false prophet, etc.
Rev. 19-20

d.
Reign of the King of kings and Lord of lords.
Rev. 21-22

B.
Background to Babylon and Bethel.

1.
It was the Cradle of Civilisation.

2.
It was the City of Corruption. . 

3.
It will be the Centre of Condemnation.  

C.
Comments on the Chapters.
1.
Commentary on Chapter 17 

a.
Invitation to see the Vision.
Rev. 17:1-2

b.
Introduction to the "Harlot"
Rev. 17:3-6

c.
Interpretation of what John saw.
Rev. 17:7-13, 15-18

d.
Indisputable Victory of the Lamb.
Rev. 17:14

	Description, 17:1-6
	Interpretation, 17:7-18
	Application

	The great harlot, v. 1


	That great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth, v. 18
	The apostate religious system with HQ in Rome.

	Sitteth upon many waters, v. 1
	Peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues, v. 15
	Controlling great areas of the Gentile world.

	Kings of the earth have committed fornication with her and earthly inhabitants are drunk, v. 2
	She made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, 14:8
	The nations have become part of her religious system.

	The scarlet-coloured beast, v. 3

With 7 heads

and ten horns, v. 3


	Was, is not and yet is. Shall ascend from the pit and go into perdition. The eighth horn, vv. 8, 11

7 mountains, 7 kings, v. 9, 10

10 kings, at the time of the beast, giving him support. vv.12, 13
	The Antichrist ruling over the revived Roman Empire and empowered by Satan.

7 successive Roman rulers with 10 contemporary kings in the Revived Roman Empire.

	The harlot's adornment, v. 4

Her abominations and adulteries.
	
	A false religion that prostitutes the truth.

	Mystery, Babylon the Great, etc.  drunk wit the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs, vv. 5, 6
	Babylon, Political Babel, Gen. 10,11

Babylonian Empire;

 Babylon Religious: Nimrod (Gen. 10:8-12), Semiramis, Tammuz. 

(Jer. 7:18; 44:17-19, 25, etc.)
	Roman Catholic Church System; The Ecumenical Church Unity.

Rome's Persecution of Christians.

	The War with the Lamb.  v. 14
	Victory for the King of kings, 14
	Christ's Second Coming.

	The dramatic destruction of the woman, vv. 16-18
	The kingdoms turning against the woman and surrendering to the beast, vv. 16, 17
	The political ruler establishing control over the church.


2.

Commentary on Chapter 18.


a.

The Two Babylons Contrasted:
Rev. 18

	Babylon in Chapter 17
	Babylon in Chapter 18

	Ecclesiastical - the Apostate Church.
	Economic - political and commercial.

	Hated by the kings of the earth, 17:16
	Loved by the kings of the earth, 18:9

	Destroyed by the kings of the earth, 17:16
	Destroyed by the judgment of God, 18:5, 8



b.

The Burning of Babylon Commenced and Completed.
Rev. 18:1-19

	DESCRIPTION
	INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION

	Babylon, the great, v. 2
	Rebuilt Babylon? But ct. Isa. 13:19-22; Jer. 51:24-26, 61-64

Representative Babylon? - Rome, I Pet. 5:13 

	18:2, 3 - Is fallen, is fallen, v. 2

 
	Dual judgement? Ecclesiastical (17) and Political Babylon (18). Her demonic habitation and evil influence over the nations.

	 18:4-8 - The Call to Separate and be         Spared of her judgment.
	Her sins of demonism, v. 2; 

pride and luxurious living, v. 16

	 18:9-19 - Mourning by Monarchs, v. 9; Merchants, v. 11;  & Mariners, v. 17.   
	The Merchandise (vv.12-14) includes slaves and the souls of men, v.13. 



c.

The City of Babylon Cast down and Celebrated over.
Rev. 18:20-24

i.
The Call to Celebrate in Heaven.
18: 20

ii.
The City Compared to a Millstone.
18:21

iii.
The City's Complete Destruction --  "no more"
18:22-24


3.

Commentary on Chapter 19.



Intro. :  Events during the Great Tribulation.
Chaps. 6-18





End of the Great Tribulation with the Coming of Christ.
Chap.  19





Eventual setting up of Christ's Kingdom.
Chap.  20





Events in Heaven.
Chaps. 21-22

a.
The Call from Heaven to Rejoice.




19:1-6 [19:1 cf. 4:1] 


"Hallelujah" - only 4 occurrences in the NT, all in Rev.  (Cf. 24 occ. in the O. T., only in Psalms).

i.
Hallelujahs from the martyred saints - much people cf. 7:9
19:1-3  

ii.
Hallelujah from the twenty-four elders.
19: 4, 5

iii.
Hallelujah from a great multitude in anticipation.
19:6

b.
The Bride has made herself Ready.




19:7-10.





 Cf. The Three Phases of a Jewish Wedding:

i.
Binding, legal engagement stage with payment of dowry by parents.
Cf. II Cor. 11:2

ii.
Bridegroom coming to claim his bride. (cf. Matt. 25:1-13)

cf. Jn. 14:1-3; I Thes. 4:13-18

iii.
Bridal wedding supper (Jn. 2:1-11)
Rev. 19:7-9

c.
Christ, the Bridegroom Returns.




19:11-20:3

i.
He Descends with His armies from above.
19:11-16 cf. Zech. 14:5

ii.

He Defeats the kings and their armies on earth.


19:17-19, 21

· The Drying up of the Euphrates River
16:12-16

· The Destruction of Jerusalem.
Cf. Zech. 12:2; Lk. 21:20

· The Dining at the Supper of the Great God on flesh (6 occ.)
19:17 cf. 16:14 

iii.

He Defeats the Beast and the False Prophet.
19:20.

· The World Ruler and his Cohort Cast alive into the lake of fire.
cf. 20:10

· The Wicked in Hades (Lk. 16:23) will be their Companions later.
20:14-15

iv.

He Defeats Satan.  (See below)
20:1-3



4.

Commentary on Chapter 20:1-10

a.
The Restraint.
– The Chaining of Satan for a Millennium
20:1-3

   Interpretative Views
 – Amillennialism, Premillennialism and Postmillennialism  (See Study 1)

b.
The Resurrection 
– the First Resurrection
20:4-6


Cf. I Cor. 15:23; Matt. 27:52, 53; I Thes. 4:13-18; I Cor. 15:51-53; Rev. 3:3, 11; 20:4-5 

c.
The Revolt after the Millennium.
20:7-10.

5.
Commentary on Chapter 20:11-15
The Great White Throne
Ct. II Cor. 5:10, the Bema
a.
The Place
- 
Space.
20:11

b.
The Person Judging
- 
Not mentioned, Christ?  Cf. Jn. 5:22, 27; Acts 10:40, 42; II Tim. 4:1

c.
The Principles
- 
The books of works and the book of life.   
20:12 

d.
The People Judged
- 
The wicked dead given up by death and hade. 
20:13, 14.

e.
The Punishment
- 
Cast into the lake of fire; or hell (gehenna) 
20:14, 15 cf. Mt. 5:22; Mk. 9:43, 44

6.
Commentary on Chapter 21:1- 22:5.  

a.
The New Heaven and the New Earth

21:1 Cf. 20:11; Isa. 65:17; 66:22; II Pet. 3:10-13

b.
The New Jerusalem, the Lamb's Wife.

21: 2-8


c.
The New Jerusalem, the Great City. 

21: 9-11

i.
Its Structure:
21:12-17

· A "square city" [16] surrounded by a high wall with 12 gates [12] (resembling 12 single pearls [21] ) with the names of the 12 tribes [12] written on them and 12 angels guarding them [12].  It stands on 12 foundations [14] with walls (12 x 12 cubits) [17] that bear the names of the 12 apostles [14].  The city itself is 12,000 furlongs in width, length and height  [16] (Pyramid or cube?) surrounded by a wall 144 (12 x 12) cubits thick [17].

· Note the occurrence of the number 12 above.

· Israel (names of the 12 tribes on the gates' wall) and the Church (names of the 12 apostles on the foundations) will be its inhabitants.  The Gentiles (nations, vv. 24, 26) will also be in the city.  Thus, the city is the dwelling place of the saints of all ages, the angels and God Himself. Heb. 12:22-24.

ii.
Its Super-beauty.
21:18-21


The city rests upon 12 layers of foundation stones with each layer inlaid with a different precious gem.

iii.
Its Superb Resources.
21:22-27

· God and the Lamb are its Temple.
21:22

· The Glory of God and the Lamb are its Light.
21:23

· The Gates will not be shut and there is peace and safety.
21:24-27

iv.
Its Surroundings and Environment.
22:1-5

· The Pure River of Water of Life.
22:1

· The Tree of Life bears 12 crops of fruits every month.  
Cf. Gen. 3:22, 24  

· There will be no more curse, no night there, and no lamp nor light of the sun.

· Saints, with God's Name on their foreheads, will serve God, see His face and reign forever and ever.

D.
The Challenge of the Concluding Messages.
Rev. 22:6-21


A Series of Serious Soon Messages, cf. occ. of shortly (v. 6), quickly (v. 7, 12, 20, at hand (v.10).

1.
His Promise: To come Surely (6, 20), Quickly (22:7, 12, 20) and Shortly.
(22: 6, 10)


2.
His Prophecy – not to be sealed.

22:10 ct. Dan. 12:9

3.
His Pronouncement of Blessing – the 7th Beatitude.
22:14 cf. 1:3

4.
His Personal Assurance – the I AM.

22:13, 16

5.
The Proclaimed Invitation - Come… Come… Come…
22:17


6.
His Public Warning.


22:11, 18, 19 cf. Deut. 4:2; 12:32

7.
His Peace and benediction.
22:21



"The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen."

