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22nd Sept. 2019

Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall

   Understanding Revelation

Study 3 – The Seal, Trumpet and Bowl Judgments in Revelation.

Recapitulation:

Pt. I.  The Problems in Interpreting Revelation – the Different Approaches.

   Allegorist; Preterist; Historicist; Futurist.
Pt. II.  The Perspective of Revelation – 
A. The Penman  
B. The Period  
C. The Panorama
D.  The Portrait of Christ – 


Rev. 1
E.  The Perspective of the 7 Churches. 

Rev. 2, 3
Introduction:

1. The Three-fold Plan in the Book – 


Rev. 1:11 cf. 1:19
2. The Two-fold Prophecy in the Book – 
Rev. chs. 1-3; 4:22

a. 
The Things which are.
b. 
Things which shall be Hereafter

Chs. 4-22
i. The Seven Seals -

Chs. 4-6

7th Seal => 
Ch. 8:1
ii. The Seven Trumpets – 
Chs. 8, 9




7th Trumpet =>

11:15 – 19
iii. The Seven Bowls/Vials.

15:1 - ch. 16
iv. The Sovereign and His Kingdom
19:7 - ch. 20
v. The State of Things to come.

Chs. 21, 22
3.  The Seven Parentheses in the Book.
a. Ch. 7 -
The Saved Tribulation Saints - Jews, Gentiles; not Church.
b. Ch. 10 -
The Thunders, the Mighty Angel and the Little Book.
c. Ch.11 - 
The Two Witnesses.
d. Ch. 12 -
The Travail of Israel and the Dragon
e. Ch. 13 -
The Two Beasts.
f. Ch. 14 -
The Triumph of the Lamb. 
g. Ch. 17:1-19:6
The Termination (Destruction) of Babylon. 
Understanding Revelation
Part III – The Judgments
A. The Perspective of the Seven Seals.
Rev. Chap. 6
Their Relationship to…
1. The Described Earlier Events (Chs. 1-3) 
4:1

After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter 
cf. 1:19
2. The Departure (Rapture) of the Church.  
ch. 4
3. Daniel’s Vision of the Seventy Weeks. 
Dan. 9:27

The seventieth week in Dan. 9:27 is best understood to correspond to the events happening 

in Rev. chs. 6-19. 
The 3 ½ years of Great Tribulation. 
Dan. 12:1; Jer.30:7; Mt. 24:21, 29;

Consider Rev. 7:14, 6:17 - hence, Rev. 6 covers the whole seven-year period, however,  
the concentration is on the second half, the 42 months (11:2; 13:5). 
Cf.  the fourth seal. (Rev. 6:7, 8)
a. The Three-Part Prediction.

i. The Seven Weeks for the Restoration of Jerusalem.

ii. The Sixty-two Weeks till the Messiah be cut off.

iii. The Seventieth Week of Tribulation.

iv. The Mid-week of the Great Tribulation.

b. The Parenthesis or Dispensation of the Church between the 69th and 70th week.

4. Their Relationship to Christ's Discourse on Mt. Olivet.
Matt. ch. 24.  
The events are strikingly similar: 




Matthew 24



Revelation 6

a.

False Christ.

vv. 4, 5

White horse rider.

vv. 1, 2

b.

Wars


vv. 6, 7

Red horse - war.

vv. 3, 4

c.

Famines.


vv. 7a

Black horse - famine.

vv. 5, 6

d.

Death and sorrows.
vv. 7b-8
Pale horse - death.

vv. 7, 8

e.

Martyrs.


v. 9

Martyrs under the altar.

vv. 9-11

f.

World-wide chaos.
vv. 1 0-13
World-wide chaos 

vv. 12-17

g.

World-wide preaching 
vv. 14

World-wide witness 

ch. 7




and evangelisation.


and salvation.

Conclusion:  The Seal Judgments occur in the "The things which shall be hereafter" (1:19; 4:1) section of Revelation which is still future in relation to the Church Age (Rev. chs. 2, 3) and coincide with Daniel's 70th week of the Great Tribulation (Dan. 9:27; 12:1; Matt. 24:1-31; cf. Rev. 7:14)

B. The Book’s Two-fold Prophecy
1. The Things which thou hast seen
  - Past, the Portrait of Jesus.
Rev. 1
2. The Things which are.
Chs. 1-3
Outline of the Dispensation of the Church.

3. The Things which shall be Hereafter.
Chs. 4-22
Outline from Rapture  to the Eternal State

a. The Seven Seals.
Chs. 4-6; 8:1

b. The Seven Trumpets.
Chs. 8, 9; 11:15 - 19

c. The Seven Vials.
15:1 - ch. 16

d. The Sovereign and His Kingdom.
19:7 - ch. 20

e. The Seven New Things.
Chs. 21, 22

4. The Indictments and the Interludes

a. The Indictments (Judgments)
See 2 (a-c) above.

b. The Interludes (Parentheses) 

in the Book.

i. Ch. 7
-
The Tribulation Saints - Jewish and Gentile.

ii. Ch. 10
-
The Thunders, the Mighty Angel and the Little Book.

iii. Ch.11
-
The Two Witnesses.

iv. Ch. 12
-
The Travail of Israel and the Dragon.

v. Ch. 13
-
The Two Beasts.

vi. Ch. 14
-
The Triumph of the Lamb.

vii. Ch. 17:1-19:6 
-
The Termination (Destruction) of Babylon.

· Political Babylon.

17:8-17

· Ecclesiastical Babylon

17:1-7, 18; 18:1-24
C. The Perspective of the Seven Seals.


Rev. 6
1.
Their Relationship to the Described events in Revelation. 


The Vision is "After this" (4:1), i.e. after the revelation to the seven churches. The scroll is sealed in 5:1 and the seals are broken only after chapter five.  There is no sequence in history that clearly corresponds to these events.  The events are still future.

2.
Their Relationship to the Departure (Rapture) of the Church from this earth.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
The Prominence of the "Church" in   chs. 1-3
18 occ. fr. 1:4-3:22. None after 3:22 except 22:16

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
The Promise to the Church.
3:10
Rapture in 2:25, 28 and 3:10, 11 is still future.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
The Person representing "the church" -  
4:1
Come up here.


 
Beginning with chapter 6, there is no ref. to the Rapture or to the Churches through to chapter 18.  Hence, the Rapture has taken place before the events in 4:2.

3.
Their Relationship to Daniel's seventieth week.

Dan. 9:27.


The seventieth week in Dan. 9:27 is best understood to correspond to the events happening here. 


Consider Rev. 7:14, 6:17 - hence, Rev. 6 covers the whole seven-year period, however, the concentration is on the second half the 42 months (11:2; 13:5). Cf. the fourth seal. (Rev. 6:7, 8)

4.
Their Relationship to Christ's Discourse on Mt. Olivet.
Matt. ch. 24.  The events are strikingly similar: 




Matthew 24



Revelation 6


a.

False Christ.

vv. 4, 5

White horse rider.
vv. 1, 2


b.

Wars


vv. 6, 7

Red horse - war.

vv. 3, 4


c.

Famines.

vv. 7a

Black horse - famine.
vv. 5, 6


d.

Death and sorrows.
vv. 7b-8

Pale horse - death.
vv. 7, 8


e.

Martyrs.


v. 9

Martyrs under the altar.
vv. 9-11


f.

World-wide chaos.
vv. 1 0-13
World-wide chaos 
vv. 12-17


g.

World-wide preaching 
vv. 14

World-wide witness 
ch. 7




and evangelisation.


and salvation.

Conclusion:  The Seal Judgments occur in the "The things which shall be hereafter" (1:19; 4:1) section of Revelation  which is still future in relation to the Church Age (Rev. chs. 2, 3) and coincide with Daniel's 70th week of the Great Tribulation (Dan. 9:27; 12:1; Matt. 24:1-31; cf. Rev. 7:14)


For the Alert Christian, he must "Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man cometh."  Matt. 25:13.

B.
The Pronouncement of the Seven Seal Judgments: 
Rev. 6
I.
RETRIBUTION.
For the imagery of horses, see Zech. 1:7-17; 6:1-8

1. 1st Seal
--   The Rider on the White Horse.

6:1, 2


ANTICHRIST beginning his conquest in peace.  

Ct. Christ.  Rev. 19:11

a.
A White Horse:  
- bringing peace
.
Dan. 9:27; cf. Matt. 24:4, 5

b.
The Rider:

- The Prince, Dan. 9:26; The Little Horn, 7:8; the Beast, Rev. 13:1

c.
The Bow (without arrows):
- Peaceful conquests.
i. "Conquering and to conquer."







ii. "Crown" (stephanos) of conquest.

2.
2nd Seal 
-- The Rider on the Red Horse.

6:3, 4


WAR and bloodshed as Antichrist sought to control the world.  Cf. "red", Rev. 12:3, 17:3

a.
A Red Horse:

- blood-shed Warfare.
Cf.  Matt. 24:6, 7a

b.
The Rider:


- War, cf. Matt. 24:6
i.  He takes peace from the earth.








ii. He is given a sword.

c.
The People:


- Killing one another.

3.
3rd Seal
  -- The Rider on the Black Horse.

6:5, 6


FAMINE in the land, leading the people to be controlled by Antichrist.  Cf.  Matt. 24:7b; Rev. 13:17

a.
A Black Horse:


- Starvation, Suffering and Famine.
       Cf. Lam. 5:10; Jer. 14:1, 2

b.
A Balance:


- Rationing; shortage of food.

i.
The Money:
- a denarius, a day's wage.
Matt. 20:2, 9

ii.
The Measures:
* a Measure of wheat for a day's wage, or




* 3 Measures of barley (for slaves and horses).

iii.
The Oil and Wine:  economy controlled by the luxury-rich.

4.
4th Seal    
--   The Rider on the Pale Horse.

6:7, 8

DEATH and HADES riding forth to claim their victims.



a.
The Pale Horse:

- Death.


Cf. Matt. 24:7-9

b.
The   Accomplice:

- Hades

c.
The   Agents of Death:
- Sword (6:6); hunger (6:6); death (6:8);  beasts ( 6:3; cf. 13:8 )

d.
The "Assassinations":
- one-quarter of earth's population killed.

II. RESPONSE.

1.
5th Seal:
- Response from Heaven's Martyrs -  "Avenge Us".
6:9-11 (10)

MARTYRS of the Great Tribulation.  Their cry:  "Avenge us" (6:10)          Cf. Matt. 24:9-12

a.
Their Commitment unto Blood - the altar

6:9

b.
Their Cry for Blood.



6:10

c.
Their Clothes (of white) washed in Blood.

cf. 7:14

d.
A       Company of their Brethren yet to shed Blood.
6:11

2.
6th Seal:
- Response from the Earth-dwellers - "Hide Us".
6:12-17 (16)

WORLD-WIDE CONVULSIONS AND CATASTROPHES. IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH.

The people's cry:  "Hide us" (6:16) Ct. "Avenge us" (6:10) cf.  The Imprecatory Psalms: 7, 26, 35, 52, 55, 58

a.
World-wide Convulsions.

vs. 12 - 16a, b cf. Matt. 24:15-31 (24:29)

i.
Big earthquakes 

- Matt. 24:29



ii.  
Blackened sun.

-  cf. Joel 2:30, 31; 3:15

iii.
Bloody Moon

- Isa. 13:9, 10; 


iv. 
Blown-up Mountains and islands; Terrified kings, etc.  cf. Isa. 2:19-21

b.
Wrath of the Lamb.


vs. 16c, 17


The Great Day of Wrath.
-  v. 17vf. Isa. 2:19-21; Rev. 7:14

III.
REDEMPTION.
-  Interlude between 6th and 7th Seal
Rev. ch. 7

1.
The Sealed Jews.
(The Sealing of the 144 000 of Israel).
7:1-8

Note: 
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
The Number  is literal, as all other numbers are: 12 tribes, 12 000 x 12 000 = 144 000.



SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
The Sealed are from Israel, not the Church:        12 specific tribes mentioned.

a.
The Restraint.
vs. 1-3

b.
The Remnant
vs. 4-8

i.
Their Nationality:  Jews.

v. 4

ii.
Their Number:  144 000 = 12 x 12 x 10 x10

iii.
Their Name:  sealed with the Father's Name.
cf. 14:1

iv.
The   Nature of their Witness. 
cf. Matt. 24:14

2.
The Saved Gentiles.
7:9-17

a.
Defined as the same group mentioned in 6:9.

b.
Different from the 144 000 above.

	The 144 000 Sealed Jews.
	The Saved Gentiles.

	They are Jews.
	They are Gentiles from all nations.

	They are numbered - 144 000.
	They are not numbered, nor could be.

	They are sealed on earth.
	They stand in heaven before God.

	Most probably, they are the Witnesses...
	and these are those saved through their witness.


c.
Distinct from the Church:  Note the question of one of the elders (7:13, 14).  The group is distinguished from the 24 elders.  They are those who "have come out of the Great Tribulation" (7:14). and are in heaven just before the second coming of Christ to the earth.

i.
Their Nationality:  Gentiles of all nations.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
Separate from the Church.

vs. 12, 13

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
Saints of the Great Tribulation.

vs. 13, 14

ii.
Their Number:  myriads of multitudes.

vs. 9

iii.
The   Nature of their Occupation in Heaven.
vs. 11, 12, 15

iv.
Their Nurture:  nurtured by the Lamb.

vs. 16, 17

v.
Their Number One Person in Heaven:  The Lamb.
v. 17




The Seven Trumpet Judgments.  Rev.  Chs. 8, 9
Intro.:
Three View points of the Three series of Judgments:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
The Judgments are Chronological:  The Seven Seals => The Seven Trumpets => The Seven Vials.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
The Judgments are Concurrent:
   The Seven Seals =   The Seven Trumpets =   The Seven Vials.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
The Judgments are Contained one in another, i.e.  The 7 Seals < The 7 Trumpets < The 7  Vials,


Note: The 7 Seals comprehend the whole, as all the 7 Seven Trumpets and all the 7 Vials are comprehended in the 7th Seal. The 7 Sealed Book is therefore the comprehensive programme of God culminating in the Second Coming of Christ.

I.
THE SEVENTH SEAL


Rev. 8:1-5

A.
The Silence Before The Storm.

Rev. 8:1cf. Zeph. 1:7, 14-18 (16)

1.
A Resumption from the 6th Seal; 
hence, the Trumpets, a Continuation?
6:12-17

2.
A Resounding Silence in the 7th Seal;
hence, the Trumpets, a Cycle?

3.
A Revelation of the 7th Seal; 
hence, the Trumpets, its Contents?
B.
The   Supplication of Saints.

Rev.  8:2-6

1.
The Angel of Intercession.
8:3, 4

2.
The Altar   of Incense.
7 occ.:  6:9, 8:3a, b, 5; 9:13; 14:18; 16:7

3.
The Act     of Indictment.
Ct.  Lev. 16:12, 13

II.
THE Sounding of the SEVEN TRUMPETS

Rev.  chs. 8, 9

(a)
The Preparation to Execute.
8:1-6


(i)
The Silence before the Storm.
8:1

(ii)
The Supplication of the Saints.  
8:2-6

(b)
The Desolation on Earth.

8:7-13
(1st - 4th Trumpet.)

(c)
The Liberation of Evil.

9:1-21
(5th - 7th Trumpet)

A.
DESOLATION on Earth.
The Blowing of the Trumpets
Rev. 8:7-13

1.
The 1st Trumpet:
Desolation on Earth.

8:7

a.
The Description:
i.
The Plague of hail and fire mixed with blood.



ii.
Its   Parallel:  Egyptian plague of hail and fire.
Exo. 9:18-26 (24)



iii.
Its   Problem:  "the blood"


Cf.  Exo. 9:19, 25

b.
The Destruction:
i.
1/3 trees (= fruit trees) burnt.
ii.
All grass burnt.

c.
The Decimation:

Of agricultural and pastoral lands.

2.
The 2nd Trumpet:
Desolation on the Seas.

8:8, 9

a.
The Description:
i.
The Plague of sea becoming blood when a great burning mountainous object 

was cast into it.



ii.
The Parallel:  Egyptian plague of water turning into blood.
 Cf. Exo. 7:17-21

b.
The Destruction.
i.1/3 sea became blood.
  ii. 1/3 sea creatures killed.   iii. 1/3 ships destroyed.

c.
The Disaster:

in the Economic and Ecological Environment.
3.
The 3rd Trumpet:
Desolation on the Fresh Waters.
8:10, 11

a.
The Description:
i.
The Plague:  Fresh water turned bitter when Wormwood fell from heaven.



ii.
Its   Parallel:  None among the Egyptian plagues.

Cf. Exo. 15:23-27

b.
The Destruction:
i.
1/3 rivers and fountains of water became wormwood = undrinkable.




Cf. Jer. 9:15; 23:15; Lam. 3:15-19; Amos 5:7



ii.
Many men died from drinking the bitter waters.

c.
The Defiling

or    Pollution of water and water supply.
4.
The 4th Trumpet:
Desolation of Heavenly Bodies.
8: 12, 13

a.
The Description:

The Plague:  
1/3 sun, moon, stars darkened.  




Cf. Exo. 10:21-23; Also cf. Matt. 24:29, 30; Joel 2:1, 2 ct. Rev. 16:8, 9

b.
The Darkness:

and eclipse - 1/3 of day and 1/3 of night.

c.
The Disastrous

climatic changes affecting all of life systems.

d.
The Dreadful Dangers approaching -  A Warning of 3 Woes - greater calamities to come.
8:13

B.
LIBERATION OF EVIL.


Rev. 9:1-21

1.
The 5th Trumpet (1st Woe):
The Army from the Pit.
9:1-12

a.
The Angel who is a Fallen Star.
9. 1 cf. 1:20; Also Isa. 14:12-17; Lk. 10:18; Rev. 12:7-9

b.
The Abyss that is "Bottomless".

i.
Its Meaning:  Gk. Abyssos, lit. = pit of the abyss.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
Abode of demons.
Lk. 8:31 "the deep", cf. Jude 6

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
A future prison for Satan.
Rev. 20:1-3

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
Antichrist ascends from the pit.
Rev. 11:7; 17:8

ii.
Its Opening.

9:2
c.
The Army that is made up of Locusts.


9: 3-12

i.
The Plague of Locusts tormenting men on earth.

9:5

ii.
Its   Parallel:  the Egyptian Plague of Locusts.
Exo. 10:12-20   cf. v. 17

iii.
Its   Problems:
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
Their Scorpion-like stings in their tails.

v. 10



SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
They're Stopped from devouring vegetation.
v. 4



SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
They've a Sovereign (king).


v. 11 cf. Pro. 30:27


iv.
Its Possibilities:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
Life span of a locust: a literal 5 months, from May to September. 
vv. 5, 10

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
Likeness of demons: the horrible images.


vv. 7-10

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
Locusts used by God as Divine judgment upon the wicked world.
Joel. 1:4-7

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
Literal death - people who want to cannot die.


v. 6

v.
Their Purpose:  to torment men, except those sealed.

vs. 4, 5, 10

vi.
Thus, Possession and domination of wicked men by demons.


2.
The 6th Trumpet (2nd Woe):
The Army from the East.

Rev. 9:13-21

a.
The Angels Freed.


9:14

i.
Different from the angels in 8:1




ii.
Disobedient angels.

Cf. Jude 6; II Pet. 2:4 (Tartarus); 9:15

b.
Their Appointed Function.


9:15


Bound until the hour, day, month and year to carry out God's plan. 
9:15

c.
The Awesome Fatalities.


9:15

1/3 of men killed;   ii.  1/4  killed in 4th seal. (6:8);    iii.  Total: 7/12 killed - over 1/2  of  world's population. 

d.
The Armed Forces.

i.
Their Number:  200 million, lit. = twice ten thousand times ten thousand.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
Its Problem:  the overwhelming number.
Cf. Rev. 16:12, "the kings of the east").

ii.
The Nuclear (Modern) Warfare.


9:17-19 cf. Gen. 19:24, 25

iii. 
The Number Killed:  1/3 men.


19:18

e.
The Astounding Foolhardiness.


9:20, 21-  ye repented not


Their unrepentant involvement with demon worship, idolatry, murder, sorcery (Gk. pharmakia - use of a drugs), sexual immoralities, thefts, etc.

3.
The 7th Trumpet:  See The Vial Judgments.



Rev. 11:15-19; 16:1ff
The Seven Bowl Judgments.

c.  The Seven Bowl Judgments.


Rev. Ch. 16 (The GREAT Ch. of the Bible.)
Intro.  The GREAT Tribulation is the GREAT Wrath of God.

Rev. 16:1


GREAT Things are going to happen towards the End of the Great Tribulation and just before the Second Coming of Christ in Chap. 19 - Just before:  "It is done."
Rev. 16:17

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
The great, great Voice of God crying out of the Temple.
16:1, 11

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
Great heat from the sun scorching men with fire.
16:9

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
The great River Euphrates dried up.
16:12

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
That great day of God Almighty reserved for the Battle of kings.16:14

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
A Great, great and mighty unprecedented earthquake.
16:18

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
The great city divided and the fall of nations.
16:19

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
The great Babylon under the fierceness of God's wrath.
16:19

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
Great, great plague of hailstones falling down from the sky.
16:21

A.
The Similarities of the Trumpet and Vial Judgments.




Are the two Judgments of the Trumpets and the Vials the same.  Both touch on similar areas (see table below), but similarities do not necessary prove identities.  The Vial judgments are more expensive and intensive, but they are not necessarily the same as the trumpet judgments.

	THE  TRUMPETS
	JUDGMENT AREA
	THE VIALS

	1.
	1/3 Vegetation destroyed .
	8:1-7
	The earth
	16:1-2
	Sores upon followers 

of Antichrist.

	2
	1/3 Ocean life & ships 

destroyed.   Mountain?
	8:8-9
	The sea.
	16:3
	Water became like blood. 

Poisoning of all salt water.     

	3.
	1/3 Fresh water poisoned

Star Wormwood?
	8:10-11
	The rivers.
	16:4-7
	Water became like blood.

Poisoning of all fresh water.

	4.
	1/3 sun, moon, stars 

darkened.
	8:12-13
	The heavens.
	16:8-9
	Blistering heat 

from the sun.

	5.
	Hellish invasion of demons

upon earth. Sun darkened.

locusts?
	9:1-12
	Mankind - torment.
	16:10-11
	Darkness upon 

kingdom of antichrist.

Agonising sores on men.

	6.
	1/3 population killed.

Euphrates?

 200 000 000 men?
	9:13-21
	River Euphrates.

An army.
	16:12-16
	Euphrates dried up. 

Preparation for 

Armageddon.

	7.
	The end is near:  Thy wrath is

come. The Lord soon shall 

reign in His Kingdom.
	11:15-19
	Angry nations.
	16:17-21
	It is done: The fierceness 

of His wrath (is come.) 

Greatest earthquake  and 

hailstorm.


There are Differences between the Trumpet and Vial Judgments.  Generally, one-third of heaven and earth are affected in the Trumpet Judgments, while in the Vial Judgments, the entire earth is affected with the judgements more severe and final. Thus, the Seven Vials are an expression of the 7th Trumpet, just as the Seven Trumpets are an expression of the breaking of the 7th Seal.

B.
The Pouring Out of the Seven Vial Judgments.

1.
The 1st Vial:  Judgment upon the Followers of Antichrist on Earth.
Rev. 16:1, 2 ct. 8:7
a.
The People Judged:  
i.
The Workers         of the Beast 
- they bear his Mark.    



ii.
The Worshippers of the Beast
- they worship his Image.


b.
The Plague.
Cf.  Exo. 9:8-11; Cf. Deut. 28:27, 35

i.
The Physical affliction: a bad (kakos), evil/ malignant (poneros) sore ulcer. (helkos, as Exo. 9:9-11, LXX)

ii.
The Period: late in the Great Tribulation.
Cf. after Rev. 13:14-17

2.
The 2nd Vial:  Judgment upon the Sea.



Rev. 16:3 cf. 8:8, 9

	
	The Trumpet Judgment  -  8:8, 9
	The  Vial Judgment  - 16:3

	a.
	1/3 of sea turned into blood.
	Sea became like blood.(lit. it became blood as of a dead man.) in appearance and loathsomeness?

	b
	1/3 of living creatures killed.
	} Every living thing in the sea (Mediterranean?) died.

	c.
	1/3 of the ships destroyed.
	} Cf. Exo. 7:20-25


3.
The 3rd Vial:  Judgment upon the Rivers and Springs.

Rev. 16:4-7 cf. 8:11

a.
The Judgment: Rivers and springs became blood; cf. rivers made bitter in the Trumpets.

b.
The Justification: God, the Righteous Judge Exclaimed.

16:5, 6


i.
Men shed Blood of saints and prophets; men would have to drink blood.

ii.
Multitudes of martyrs (cf. 7:9ff) were worthy to receive their rest and reward, so their

"Murderers" would be counted worthy (!) to receive God's righteous judgment.

c.
The "Just Lord God Almighty, the Righteous Judge" Echoed.

16:7

4.
The 4th Vial:  Judgment upon the Sun.



Rev. 16:8, 9  cf. 8:12

a.
Scorching heat of the Sun.

Differences between this and the Trumpet Judgment: In Trumpets, 1/3 part of sun, moon and stars were involved resulting in the darkening of 1/3 part of day and night; in Vials, only the sun involved and it increases rather than decreases the sun's intensity resulting in men being scorched with fire.

b.
Sore and Sun-burnt with fire.  "And it was given unto him (sun) to scorch the men with fire." Best MSS.  

c.
Stubbornness of the Sinners - the men (lit. the men, 16:8, 9, same class as in vs. 2, 6 (?)) still blasphemed God and repented not to give God glory  (cf. 9:21; 16:11)

5.
The 5th Vial: on the Beast's Throne and his subjects.

Rev. 16:10, 11 cf. 9:1, 2

a.
Descent of Darkness upon the kingdom of the beast.  


cf.  9:2; Exo. 10:21-23

b.
Additional Agony of pain and torment - gnawing of the tongues.

c.
Aggravation and Accumulated effect of sores from the 1st vial. 
cf. 16:2

d.
Renouncing (blaspheming) God, and last "non-Repentance".

Last occ. cf. 2:21; 9:20, 21; 16:9 cf. 21

6.
The 6th Vial: Judgment upon River Euphrates.


Rev. 16: 12-16cf. 9:14ff

a.
The "Punishment” : Great River Euphrates dried up.

b.
The   Purpose 
  : to prepare the way of the kings of the east (lit. = sunrising)

c:
The   Powers
  : from the East,  i.e. East of  Israel and River Euphrates.

d.
The   Preparation
  :  an additional vision, "and I saw"


Rev. 16:13-16

i.
The Influence of the Unholy Trinity with their spirits of demons.
16:13, 14  cf. 13:12-15

ii.
The Incitement of the nations to do battle with God Almighty.
cf. Dan. 11:40-45

iii.
The Imminence of Christ's Coming "as a thief".


cf. 3:3; II Pet. 3:10; I Thes. 5:2,4


To the Tribulation saints: Watch and Wear (Keep) your Righteousness. cf. 19:8

iv.
The Invasion at Armageddon.  (Heb. Megiddo)


cf. 9:14ff

7.
The 7th Vial:  Judgment on the Nations.



Rev. 16:17-21

a.
The Attack in the Air.



16:17 - Vial poured into the air. cf. Eph. 2:2

b.
The Action Accomplished.  "It is done"

(Gk. gegonen, perfect tense = action accomplished)


Rev. 16:17-21 (Note:  7 occ. of "Great" in  16:17-21)

i.
The Great Cry:  "It is done".  




ii.
The Great Chaos on earth: 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
Topographical Changes.

#
a great, great earthquake.

#
Islands and mountains disappeared.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 11 \h
Climatic Changes:  Great, great 100-lb hailstones from the sky.
Cf. Gen .19:24, 25

iii.
The Great City of Babylon fallen and destroyed.



Jerusalem (11:8 but ct. Zech. 14:4)/ Rome/Rebuilt Babylon (?)

c.
In Agony, still Anti-God (!)




26:21 

