15th Dec. 2019

Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall
The Virgin Birth of Jesus

or Joseph and Mary

Intro.: 
What is the Virgin Birth?

Mary was still a virgin when Jesus was born, so his birth is called the Virgin Birth. 
Mary was engaged but not yet married to Joseph when the angel Gabriel appeared to her (see Annunciation) and told her she would give birth to a son. "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God" 
(Luke 1:26-35, niv). The fact that Mary was a virgin fulfilled the prophecy in Isaiah 7:14 (niv):
"The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel."

Why the Necessity for the Virgin Birth of Jesus?
1) To Break the Line of the Passing down of Sin.
Rom. 5:12

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
2) To ByPass the Cursed Lineage of Coniah.
Jer. 22:28-30

3) To Bring out the Link between it and Fulfilled Prophecy.
Isa. 7:14

Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.
Cf. Mt. 1:23

4) The Virgin Birth Precisely related uniquely to Jesus only.
Mt. 13:55; Mk. 6:3
5) To Rebut the Lying teaching of the Perpetual Virginity of Mary 

 The Immaculate Conception of Mary.


“Mary the Mother of God”.
I. The Preparation of Joseph to be the “father” of Jesus.

Intro.: Joseph was…
The Husband of Mary, the Human father of Jesus, of the House and line of David.  Mt. 1:16; Lk. 2:4
A. Joseph’s Pedigree.
1. As an Adult before and after Marriage (very Little is known about him).

a. He was a Righteous (just) man.
Mt.  1:19
i. He Could have Divorced Mary when he Discovered her to be with child.


1:18

ii. But he was Compassionate and he Did not, when the angel spoke to him.


1:24

iii. He did not Consummate the marriage until after Jesus was born.
1:25
b. He was Rightly Related to God’s Word and Ways Relayed to him in his dreams:

i. Dream: An Angel Assured Joseph of…
Mt. 1:20-24

· The Spirit’s Conception – that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  1:20

· The Son’s Calling – And she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call His name JESUS: 


for He shall save His people from their sins.


1:21

· The Scriptural Connection – Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled
1:22, 23

 God’s Dream: Settle down in Nazareth; He would be called a Nazarene.
2:22b cf. Jn. 1:46

And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? 
c. He Resided in Nazareth, though from the tribe of Judah.
Lk. 2:4

d. He later Raised Jesus as a Carpenter being one himself. 
Mt.  13:55; Mk. 6:3

Let us Return to why Joseph was Chosen to be the “father” of Jesus:
2. His Ancestry was traced to King David.
Mt. 1:1, 16

a. Thus, his Son, Jesus would be of the Royal Line of David.
Lk. 2:4
b. He had the Right to be King. But this was Later marred. 
See #3

3. He Adopted Jesus who became his Legal Son.
a. Jesus was not his Real Child.
Mt. 1:18 cf. Lk. 3:23
b. The last king in the Royal Line was Cursed.

Jer. 22:28-30 
Is this man Coniah a despised broken idol? is he a vessel wherein is no pleasure? 
wherefore are they cast out, he and his seed, and are cast into a land which they know not?...
Thus saith the LORD, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days: 
for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah. 
c. But Jesus avoided the Curse of Coniah in the Royal Line.
i. He was Legally the Son of Joseph being Adopted by him, hence entitled to His Royal Rights.
ii. He did not come under the Curse of Coniah because He was not Joseph’s Real Son!
d. At the same time He qualified to sit on the throne of David as He was the Real Son of Mary who Descended from Nathen who was the Royal son of King David.

Lk. 3:31; I Chr. 3:5
B. Joseph’s Last Days:
1. No More Mention of Joseph after his return to Nazareth.
Lk. 2:51
2. He Married Mary and had children after her virgin birth.
Mt. 1:25, NRSV 

but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a Son; and he named Him Jesus.

3. Thus, see “Joseph”, Joseph’s son and Jesus’ brother,  and his other siblings. Mt. 13:55; Mk. 6:3
Conclusion:

Joseph was not Extraordinary in Character but Exemplary in Conduct

He Rightly Obeyed God in His Will, His Word, His Ways; 
In Family life he was a Compassionate husband and Caring father; 

May it be so with all Fathers this Christmas.

II. The Preparation of Mary to be the “mother” of Jesus.
Intro.:  The Genealogy of Matthew is Generally reckoned to be that of Joseph through Solomon, 

while the one in Luke to be that of Mary through Nathan, one of David’s four  sons.
A. Her Responsibility in Bearing Jesus.
Mt. 1:25
1. It might Hurt her personal reputation.
Mt. 1:18-20, 24, 25

2. However, it was an Honour to her.
Luke 1:48

3. But, in the end, it was going to be a Heart-break for her.
Lk. 2:34, 35

a. Simeon…said to Mary regarding her Son:
This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, 

and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. 
b. Regarding the Mother: A Sword will pierce your own Soul too.
Cf.  Jn. 19:34; 20:25

The above prophecy was fulfilled, when Jesus was Crucified on the Cross.
4. Still, she took all this to Heart and was prepared to bear the reproach of her Son. 
Heb. 11:25,


26; 13:13

B. The Reverence not given to her at Jesus’ Birth.

1. Jesus, the young Child, was given Precedence over His mother, Mary: 

a. The Magi saw the young child with Mary His Mother
Mt. 2:11

b. The Angel said, “Arise, and take the young child and His mother.”
Mt. 2:13, 14


Note: the young child is always mentioned first in the record in 


Matt. Ch. 2:11, 13, 14, 20, 21

2. Only Jesus was given the Reverence in worship – 
Mt. 2:11

a. The Attitude – The Magi fell down (KJV); knelt down (NRSV); bowed down (NIV)

b. The Adoration – …and worshipped Him (KJV); paid Him homage (NRSV).

Note: only Him, not Mary!

c. The Approach – they presented unto Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.



Cp. They shall not appear before the LORD empty. 
Deut. 16:16

C. Her Relationship in Living with Jesus.

1. She would not be Addressed as “Mother” – she was a “Woman” to her Son.


a. The Instances: Woman, what have I to do with thee?  Woman, behold thy son!


Jn. 2:4; 19:26 cf. 20:15
b. The Intention:

i. It was not a term of Reproof or without Respect.

ii. It was a term to show a Right Relationship 


For Mary and for Mary Magdalene
Jn. 2:4; Lk. 2:49 cf. Jn. 20:17

2. She would have to Acknowledge ‘her’ Son as the Son of the Father.
Lk. 2:48, 49, 51

a. Mary got the Relationship wrong: Behold, Thy father and I have sought Thee sorrowing.


b. Jesus put it Right: Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's business? Cf. Mt. 10:37, 38

c. However, ‘her’ Son was still Required to be subject to her as His earthly parent:
Cf. Col. 3:20

3. She would have to Accept and share her “motherhood” with others.
Mt. 12:48-50

a. The Pertinent Enquiry: Who is My mother? and who are My brethren?
b. The Pointed Extension: 

He stretched forth his hand toward His disciples and said, Behold My mother…!”
c. The Precise Explanation: 

For whosoever shall do the will of My Father… the same is My…mother.
i. Jesus in His terrestrial family relationship was subject to His parents.
Lk. 2:51 


He…came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them.

ii. Jesus in His celestial relationship with God was subject unto the Father.
Lk. 2: 49

He said unto them, How is it that ye sought Me? 
Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's business?

iii. Believers in their spiritual relationship with Him are subject to their doing the Father’s will. 



Lk. 2:48-50

Whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in heaven, the same is My brother, and sister, and mother.

D. Her Remaining Hours standing by Jesus.

1. Jesus loved His mother and provided her with a son to care for her.
Jn. 19:26


He assured her of a “home” and a “son” to take care of her.
2. Jesus loved His disciple John and provided him with a mother to care for.
Jn. 19:27 cf. 26


He ensured that his love for Him was continued in loving another.

E. Her Rest with Jesus’ People.


Acts 1:14


Mary’s Continuation in Church – Mary continued in fellowship…
Acts 1:14

1. In Corporate Prayer – These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication
2. In Church Partnership with her Son’s “mother”, “brethren” and “sisters” 
Cf. Mt. 12:49, 50

Summary: Mary stood out as a submissive disciple of the Lord to be a vessel to be used of Him in any way He would for the blessing of others, though she herself might have to bear the hardships and heartaches in a situation where she could not understand much of what was going on yet trusted her Lord to do all things well for her. She was a mother par excellence.
Psalm 1:1-3

BLESSED is the man that walketh not

in the counsel of the ungodly…
 But his delight is in the law of the LORD;

and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 
And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,

that bringeth forth his fruit in his season;

his leaf also shall not wither;

and whatsoever he doeth shall PROSPER
An  Advanced Blessed Christmas 
and A Prosperous New Year to All.
