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Series: 
Significant Sites in Scripture 


JERUSALEM

Part 1 - Its Past History.


Part 2 - The Present Controversy.


BABYLON

Part 1– 
I.  Babylon in Secular History.


II. Babylon in Biblical History,

Part 2 –
Babylon in Eschatological Mystery.
Rev. Chaps. 17, 18 

Recapitulation:
1.  Habakkuk’s Complaints – our Confusion.
Hab. 1:1-2:4

a. 
Why would God Choose A Cruel Pagan Nation to Chastise His Corrupted Covenanted People?

b. 
Would this Unrighteous Nation go Unpunished?

2.  Babylon’s Condemnation. 
Isa. 13:19-22

a. Was Babylon’s Destruction by the Medes final? 


b. What role would it play in the Day of the Lord? 

c. Why is her Designated suffering compared to a woman travailing in childbirth pain – a sign of judgment?  13:8

After the Amorite king  Hammurabi created a short-lived empire in the 18th century BC, he built Babylon up into a major city and declared himself its king, and southern Mesopotamia became known as Babylonia and Babylon as its holy city. The empire waned under Hammurabi's son Sansu-iluna and Babylon spent long periods under Assyrian, Kassite and Elamite domination. After being destroyed and then rebuilt by the Assyrians, Babylon became the capital of the short lived Neo-Babylonian Empire from 609 to 539 BC.

Babylon completely destroyed in 689 B.C. by Sennacherib and the Assyrian army but rebuilt by his son in 539 B.C. Darius the Mede captured the city (Dan. 5:31), but he did not destroy it. In the centuries that followed, Babylon had its "shining moments," but after the death of its last great conqueror, Alexander the Great, the city declined and soon was no more. Isaiah's prophecy was fulfilled, for the city was not rebuilt.

BUT  Isaiah saw in the fall of Babylon…"the day of the Lord" (Isa. 13:6, 9, 13), … when God will pour out His wrath on the whole world (v. 11). The…woman in travail is used…to describe a time of judgment (v. 8; 21:3; 26:17; Jer. 6:24; Mic. 4:9-10; Mt. 24:8, where "sorrows" is "birthpains" I Thes. 5:3). Isaiah looked…to the day when the Babylonian world system would be destroyed (Rev. 17-18). Compare Isa. 13:10 and Mt. 24:29; Joel 2:10; and Rev. 6:12-14; and see Jer. 50-51

Introduction:

3. The Complaint of Habakkuk.
1:13-2:1
[Bible Knowledge Commentary]:

a. 
Habakkuk’s Distress. 
1:1-4

i. Why is God Indifferent to Supplication? 
1:1, 2


ii. Why is God Indifferent to Sin and Suffering?  
1:3, 4

b. 
God’s Disclosure.
1:5-11

i. God’s Intention of Discipline. 
1:5

ii. God’s Instrument of Discipline. 
1:6-11

· The Chaldeans (Babylonians) 
1:6

· Their Cruelty.
1:7-11

· Their Status
1:7

· Their Speed
1:8

· Their Success
1:9

· Their Scoffing 
1:10

· Their Sacrilege
1:11

c. Habakkuk’s Dilemma.
1:12-17

d. Habakkuk’s Dilemma Deepened.
Chap. 2

Destruction of Babylon – Was It Final?



Isaiah 13:19-20 (NKJV) 

And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, The beauty of the Chaldeans' pride, will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.  [cf. Gen. 19:24, 25]

It will never be inhabited, Nor will it be settled from generation to generation; Nor will the Arabian pitch tents there, Nor will the shepherds make their sheepfolds there.
Isaiah 13:21-22 (NKJV) 

But wild beasts of the desert will lie there, And their houses will be full of owls; Ostriches will dwell there, And wild goats will caper there. 

The hyenas will howl in their citadels, And jackals in their pleasant palaces. Her time is near to come, And her days will not be prolonged."

Destruction of Babylon: 
Isaiah 13:20 (KJV) 
It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation:
She will not be inhabited for a long time and she will not be lived in for generation after generation.
· by the Assyrians, under King Sennacherib in 689 B.C.

[Rebuilt by his son, Esarhaddon (681-669 B.C.)] 

· Rise of the Neo-Babylonian Empire in 626 

and its fall to Medo-Persia in 539





[Will Babylon be Punished for Chastening Zion?Jer. 51:20-26]

· Ultimately will Babylon again be rebuilt (Rev. 17) [?]

and then be destroyed by God a final time (Rev. 18)?

Babylon completely destroyed in 689 B.C. by Sennacherib and the Assyrian army but rebuilt by his son in 539 B.C.

Darius the Mede captured the city (Dan. 5:31), but he did not destroy it

In the centuries that followed, Babylon had its "shining moments," but after the death of its last great conqueror, Alexander the Great, the city declined and soon was no more.

BUT  Isaiah saw in the fall of Babylon…"the day of the Lord" (Isa. 13:6, 9, 13, 11 ct. 17)…His wrath on the whole world (v. 11). 

The…woman in travail used…to describe a time of judgment -       v. 8; 21:3; 26:17; Jer. 6:24… Would Isaiah be looking for…the day of judgment when the Babylonian world system would be destroyed? (Rev. 17-18)
Cp. Isa. 13:10 and Mt. 24:29; 

[Ct. Fall to Assyria. 689B.C.?      

Ct. Fall to Medo-Persia 539B.C.? 

Ct. Great Tribulation, Rev. 6:12-14]
What is Babylon’s Final End?

Revelation Chapter 17 – Babylon, the Mystery.
Revelation Chapter 18 – Babylon found no More!

Revelation 18:21

I. THE PLAN

II. THE PERSPECTIVE.
A.
Interludes and Introduction

1.
Interludes (Parentheses) in Revelation chapters 17 and 18.  

a. Chap. 17 – 1st half of the Seven Years of Great Tribulation.

b. Chap. 18 – 2nd half of the Seven Years of Great Tribulation. 
c. [image: image1.png]Seals
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A.
Interlude and Introduction.
B.
Background to Babylon and Babel

1. It is the Cradle of Civilisation. Located on the shores of the Euphrates.

2. It was the City of Corruption. 

a.
Begun by Nimrod.
(Gen. 10:8-11), 

b.
Bab-el means "the gate of god" and


Tower of Babel (= Confusion) was an idolatrous attempt to defy God.
  c.      Babylon later became a world empire before it fell to Medo-Persia.

3. It will be the Centre of Condemnation.  

a. As a Satanic religious System opposing the true worship of God, 

b. As a Political Powerful City Bearing the name Babylon as its Capital. 

c. As Both, they will be condemned in God's final judgment on it.
C.  Comments on the Chapters.
1. Commentary on Chapter 17 –

The Ecclesiastical Babylon.

a. Invitation to see the Vision.
Rev. 17:1-2
b. Introduction to the Harlot
Rev. 17:3-6
4 occurrences: 
17:1, 5, 15, 16    
c. Interpretation of what John saw.
Rev. 17:7-13, 15-18
d. Indisputable Victory of the Lamb.
Rev. 17:14
BABYLON IN ESCHATOLOGOCAL MYSTERY.
Rev. Chs. 17, 18

I.
THE  PLAN.  (Based on Wiersbe's "BE Victorious")
A.
Desolation and Destruction.



Rev. 17-18

1.
The Desolation of the Harlot.


Ch. 17

2. 
The Destruction of Babylon.


Ch. 18

B.
The King and His Kingdom.



Rev. 19-20

1.  Heaven Will Rejoice.


19:1-10

2.  Christ Will Return.


19:11-20:3

3.  Saints Will Reign.


20:4-6

4.  Satan Will Revolt.


20:7-10

II.
THE PERSPECTIVE.

A.
Interlude and Introduction:

1.
Interlude No 7 - Revelation chapters 17 and 18.  These two chapters do not fall chronologically with the scheme of the seals, trumpets and bowls of the wrath of God.  In general, chap. 17 seems to fit the first half of the last seven years, while chapter 18 refers to Babylon as a political power which will dominate the second half. 

2.
Introduction to Revelation Chapters 17 - 20.


 A step-by-step description of the Lamb's victory over "the beast" and his kingdom:

a. Rev. 17 
-- Religious system of the world judged.

b. Rev. 18 
-- Retribution on the world's political and economic system.

c. Rev. 19-20 
-- Return of the Lord to judge Satan, "the beast", the false prophet and followers.

d. Rev. 21-22 
-- Reign of the King of kings and Lord of lords.

B.
Background to Babylon and Bethel.

1.
It is the Cradle of  Civilisation.   Located on the shores of the Euphrates River, the ruins of this city have revealed some of the most ancient documents of past generations to archaeologists.

a.
Begun by Nimrod.
(Gen. 10:8-11), 
b.
Bab-el means "the gate of god" and

Tower of Babel (=confusion) was an idolatrous attempt to defy God. 

c.  Babylon later became a world empire before it fell to Medo-Persia.
3.  It will be the Centre of Condemnation.  
a. As a Satanic religious System opposing the true worship of God, 
b. As a Political Powerful City Bearing the name Babylon as its Capital. 
c. As Both, they will be Condemned in God's final judgment on it.
C.
Comments on the Chapters.

1.
Commentary on Chapter 17

a. Invitation to see the Vision.
Rev. 17:1-2

b. Introduction to the "Harlot"
Rev. 17:3--6

c. Interpretation of what John saw.
Rev. 17:7-13, 15-18

d. Indisputable Victory of the Lamb.
Rev. 17:14

	Description,  17:1-6
	Interpretation  17:7-18
	Application

	The great harlot, v. 1


	That great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth,  v.18
	The apostate religious system with HQ in Rome.

	Sitteth upon many waters, v.1
	Peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues, v.15
	Controlling great areas of the Gentile world.

	Kings of the earth have committed fornication with her and earthly inhabitants are drunk, v.2
	She made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication., 14:8
	The nations have become part of her religious system.

	The scarlet-coloured beast, v.3

With 7 heads

and ten horns, v. 3


	Was, is not and yet is. Shall ascend from the pit and go into perdition. The eighth horn,  vv. 8, 11

7 mountains, 7 kings, vv. 9, 10

10 kings, at the time of the beast, giving him support. vv.12, 13
	The Antichrist ruling over the revived  Roman Empire and empowered by Satan.

7 successive Roman rulers with 10 contemporary kings in the Revived R. Empire.

	The harlot's adornment, v. 4

Her abominations and adulteries.
	
	A false religion that prostitutes the truth.

	Mystery, Babylon the Great, etc.  drunk wit the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs, vv. 5, 6
	Babylon, Political Babel, Gen. 10,11

 Babylonian Empire;

 Babylon Religious: Nimrod (Gen. 10:8-12), Semiramis, Tammuz. (Jer.7:18; 44:17-19, 25, etc.)
	Roman Catholic Church System; The Ecumenical Church Unity.

Rome's Persecution of Christians.

	The War with the Lamb.  v.14
	Victory for the King of kings, 14
	Christ's  Second Coming.

	The dramatic destruction of the woman, vv. 16-18
	The kingdoms turning against the woman and surrendering to the beast, vv. 16, 17
	The political ruler establishing control over the church.


2.
Commentary on Chapter 18 – The Political Babylon.
a. The Two Babylons Contrasted:



Rev. 18

	Babylon in Chapter 17
	Babylon in Chapter 18

	Ecclesiastical - the Apostate Church.
	Economic - political and commercial.

	Hated by the kings of the earth, 17:16
	Loved by the kings of the earth, 18:9

	Destroyed by the kings of the earth, 17:16
	Destroyed by the judgment of God, 18:5, 8

	Thus, the two Babylons are not one and the same city: probably Mystery Babylon is destroyed first in the midst of the Great Tribulation; while commercial Babylon, at Christ's 2nd Coming.


b.
The Burning of Babylon Commenced and Completed.

Rev. 18:1-19

	DESCRIPTION
	INTERPRETATION  &  APPLICATION

	Babylon, the great,  v.2
	Rebuilt Babylon? But ct. Isa.13:19-22; Jer. 51:24-26, 61-64

Representative Babylon? - Rome,   I Pet. 5:13 

	18:2,3 - "Is fallen, is fallen", v.2

 
	Dual judgement? Ecclesiastical (17) and Political Babylon (18). Her demonic habitation and evil influence over the nations.

	 18:4-8 - The Call to Separate and be          Spared of her judgment.
	Her sins of demonism, v.2; 

pride and luxurious living, v.16

	18:9-19 – 
Mourning by Monarchs, v.9;  Merchants, v.11;  & Mariners, v.17.   
	The Merchandise (vv.12-14) includes "slaves and the souls of men", v.13. 


c. 
The City of Babylon Cast down and Celebrated over.

Rev. 18:20-24

i.
The Call to Celebrate in Heaven.


18: 20

ii.
The City Compared to a Millstone.


18:21

iii.
The City's Complete Destruction.  -- "no more"

18:.22-24
iv. The Climax of Revelation – the Second Coming of Christ.

Chap. 19

Conclusion:  Revelation 18:4 –


And I heard another voice from heaven, saying,


Come out of her, my people,


That ye be not partakers of her sins,


And that ye receive not her plagues.

