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I. Its Past History.
II. The Present Controversy.


BABYLON

I.  Babylon in Secular History:


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylon


https://www.ancient.eu/babylon/
I. History of Babylon
Ref. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylon

Bābil, Hebrew…a key kingdom in ancient Mesopotamia from the 18th to 6th centuries BC. 

The city was built on the Euphrates river and divided in equal parts along its left and right banks, with steep embankments to contain the river's seasonal floods. Babylon was originally a small Akkadian town dating from the period of the Akkadian Empire c. 2300 BC.

Babylon's history:

After the fall of the Assyrian Empire, a Chaldean Nabopolassar took the throne of Babylon and…created the Neo-Babylonian Empire (626-539BCE). His son, Nebuchadnezzar II (604-561 BCE), renovated the city (with) some the most beautiful and impressive structures in all of Mesopotamia. 

Following Hammurabi’s death,…Babylonia dwindled in size … 

(It) was sacked by the Hittites in 1595 BCE…

The Assyrians then followed…  Under the reign of… Sennacherib (705-681 BCE), Babylon revolted. (He) had the city sacked, razed, and the ruins scattered. (For this) he was considered impious by the people …and…soon after assassinated by his sons.
 
His successor, Esarhaddon, re-built Babylon and returned it to its former glory. 

The Neo-Babylonian Empire continued after the death of Nebuchadnezzar II and Babylon continued to play an important role in the region under the rule of Nabonidus and his successor Belshazzar (featured in the biblical Book of Daniel – chap. 5).

This period…was also the time of the Babylonian Exile of the Jews and the period in which the Babylonian Talmud was written. 

In 539 BCE the empire fell to the Persians under Cyrus the Great at the Battle of Opis. Babylon’s walls were impregnable and so the Persians cleverly devised a plan whereby they diverted the course of the Euphrates River so that it fell to a manageable depth. While the residents of the city were distracted by one of their great religious feast days, the Persian army waded the river and marched under the walls of Babylon unnoticed. It was claimed the city was taken without a fight.

Daniel 4:30 – The king [Nebuchadnezzar, 4:1) spake, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built 


for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? 
· The Ishtar Gate with rows of bulls and dragons in coloured enamelled brick. 
· Nebuchadnezzar’s throne room…with enamelled bricks. 
· The tall ziggurat rebuilt to a height of eight stages. 
· Esagila (“whose housetop is lofty”), the temple of Marduk or Bel, which the king restored. 
· The “hanging gardens,” one of the seven wonders of the world. 

The city of Babylon did not reach the height of its glory until the reign of Nebuchadnezzar II (605-562 B.C.). Nebuchadnezzar made the city splendid, and the king’s own inscriptions are concerned largely with his vast building operations
Modern Day “Babylon”

It has been estimated that Babylon was the largest city in the world from c. 1770 – c. 1670 BC, and again between c. 612 – c. 320 BC. It was perhaps the first city to reach a population above 200,000. 

The remains of the city are in present-day Hillah, Babil Governorate, Iraq, about 85 kilometres (53 mi) south of Baghdad, comprising a large tell of broken mud-brick buildings and debris.
Summary: 





After the Amorite king  Hammurabi created a short-lived empire in the 18th century BC, he built Babylon up into a major city and declared himself its king, and southern Mesopotamia became known as Babylonia and Babylon as its holy city. The empire waned under Hammurabi's son Sansu-iluna and Babylon spent long periods under Assyrian, Kassite and Elamite domination. After being destroyed and then rebuilt by the Assyrians, Babylon became the capital of the short lived Neo-Babylonian Empire from 609 to 539 BC. 
I. Babylon in Secular History
II. Babylon in Scripture Prophecy
A. Its Origin.
1. Hebrew, from balal = confusion;
2. Babylon from Babel, Gen. 11:9
3. Greek, bab-ili  (in Semitic) =   "the gate of god." 
B. Its Occurrences.
1. Total occurrence in O. T.  
262
Babylon 257; 
Babel 2; 
Babylonian 3
a. 1st. Occurrence in O.T.
- II Kgs. 17:24 

And the king of Assyria brought men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava, and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of Israel: and they possessed Samaria, and dwelt in the cities thereof.
 Cf. II Kgs. 17:23-41
Captives in Assyria, 
II Kgs. 17:18-23.

God tore Israel away from Judah (the house or dynasty of David) in Rehoboam's day because of the sins of Solomon         (I Kings 11:9-13). 

The Israelites then made Jeroboam... their king. He enticed the nation away from God and caused them to worship two golden calves (cf. II Kings 17:16). 

The Israelites followed this form of worship consistently until they were removed... from His presence (i.e., from the land) through captivity in spite of the persistent warnings of the prophets, God's servants (cf. v. 13). 

For these reasons—flagrant idolatry, obstinate disobedience, star-worship, child sacrifices, and occult practices—the Israelites were removed from the land God had given them as their home into exile in Assyria. 

b. Last Occurrence in O.T. 
– Zech. 6:10 
Take of them of the captivity, even of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, which are come from Babylon, and come thou the same day, and go into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah;
i. The Selected Returned Captives from Babylon to make the Crowns (Crown) for Joshua, 
the high priest (6:10, 11). 
ii. A Type of the Coronation of Christ, the Branch (Zech. 3) in the Temple that He will build in the Millennium – He will be the Priest-King. (See 6:11-13)
2.  Total occ. in N.T.


Babylon 12 
a. 1st. Occurrence in N.T.

-  Matt. 1:11 
And Josias begat Jechonias  and his brethren, about the time they were carried away to Babylon:
b. Last Occurrence


– Rev. 18:21 -  

And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all.
C. Its Occasions: 
1. Prophets who warned Judah of Coming Babylonian Captivity.
a. Micah 
(8thC) – 
4:10
b. Habakkuk 
(7thC) – 
1:5, 6-11
c. Isaiah
 (8th C) prophesied:
         
i. All that Hezekiah so proudly boasted to messengers from Babylon would be taken away there. 

Isa. 39:2, 5, 6-8 

ii. About Cyrus the Persian [My shepherd, 44:28; His anointed, 45:1] in Isa. 44:28-45:4 more than 150 years before he was born.

iii. The fall of Babylon by Assyria (?)  – Isa. 13:1-14, 17-22

d. Jeremiah 
(7th C) – 

Chs. 20, 25, 27

See 25:8-14; 29:10-14:  
the three deportations: 
Cf. 52:28-30
2. The Test of Prophecy:
Jeremiah, chapters fifty and fifty-one revealing Babylon’s impending fall and ultimate desolation:-

Babylon’s fall announced unequivocally.
The Details Declared:

Arrogant Babylon would fall 
The invading Bands (forces) specified.
The Lord would make use of 

the Medo-Persians to do so. 51:11
The time of the Beginning of her end declared (cf. 29:10).
The immediate fall, and ultimate 
Details of the Chaldean Destruction Chronicled 
deterioration.,.would come after the 
Final result—Babylon’s utter Dissipation Declared 
Hebrews
had languished seventy
graphically.
years in Babylonian captivity

3. The Colossal Image in Prophecy.
Destruction of Babylon – was it Final?

Isaiah 13:19-20 (NKJV) 

And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, The beauty of the Chaldeans' pride, will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.  [cf. Gen. 19:24, 25]

It will never be inhabited, Nor will it be settled from generation to generation; Nor will the Arabian pitch tents there, Nor will the shepherds make their sheepfolds there. 

Isaiah 13:21-22 (NKJV) 

But wild beasts of the desert will lie there, And their houses will be full of owls; 
Ostriches will dwell there, And wild goats will caper there. The hyenas will howl in their citadels, And jackals in their pleasant palaces. Her time is near to come, 
And her days will not be prolonged." 
Where is Ancient Babylon today?
The remains of the city are in present-day Hillah, Babil Governorate, Iraq, about 85 kilometres (53 mi) south of Baghdad, comprising a large tell of broken mud-brick buildings and debris.
In the distance is Sadam Hussein’s Palace, who saw in him King Nebuchadnear.
Extracted from Bible Exposition Commentary- Be Comforted (Isa.)
Babylon completely destroyed in 689 B.C. by Sennacherib and the Assyrian army but rebuilt by his son in 539 B.C. Darius the Mede captured the city (Dan. 5:31), but he did not destroy it. In the centuries that followed, Babylon had its "shining moments," but after the death of its last great conqueror, Alexander the Great, the city declined and soon was no more. Isaiah's prophecy was fulfilled, for the city was not rebuilt.
BUT Isaiah saw in the fall of Babylon…"the day of the Lord" (Isa. 13:6, 9, 13), … when God will pour out His wrath on the whole world (v. 11). The…woman in travail is used…to describe a time of judgment (v. 8; 21:3; 26:17; Jer. 6:24; Mic. 4:9-10; Mt. 24:8, where "sorrows" is "birthpains" I Thes. 5:3). Isaiah looked…to the day when the Babylonian world system would be destroyed (Rev. 17-18). 
Compare Isa. 13:10 and Mt. 24:29; Joel 2:10; and Rev. 6:12-14; and see Jer. 50-51.
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Part 2: III. Babylon in Future Eschatology.

Will Babylon be Rebuilt in the future?
