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Extra Notes on EZRA, Nehemiah, Esther

Intro. : 

The Name Ezra = “help”: shortened form of Azariah, "Yahweh has helped." 
Neh. 10:2

The Aramaic spelling of the name, as in Ezra 7:1. Greek is Esdras.

Two priests “Ezra” connected with the return of the Jews.

(1) The Distinguished priest in the Book of Ezra and co-worker with Nehemiah.
Ezra 7:1

(2) A Different priest who returned with Zerubbabel from Babylon. 
Neh. 12:1 

(3) A Descendant of Judah and father of Jethro. 
 I Chr. 4:17

A.  Ezra the Priest.
1. His Lineage – through the Levites to Aaron.
Ezra 7:1-6

Some Leaders in the Line:

a. Hilkiah (7:1), he discovered the Law of God. 
II Kgs. 22:1-20

b. Zadok (7:2), Loyal High Priest during the days of David. 
II Sam. 15:24-37; 17:15; I Kgs 1:8, 26 

c. Phinehas (7:5), Pledged loyalty, and Zealous for the Lord during the wilderness journeys.  
He helped Purge the  Land of apostasy and immorality. 
Num. 25:1-15; Psa.106:30
2. His Learning – Described as…

a. A Disciple Learned in the Law – a man Learned in matters of the commandments.
Ezra 7:11, ESV
b. A Dedicated Student of the Scriptures – Ezra the priest, a scribe in the law of the God of heaven . Ezra 7:12

c. A Devoted Scribe Skilled in the law of Moses. 
Ezra 7:6 

The first to be called by the title of "the scribe"  

7:6, 11
d. A Doer of the Word, prepared his heart to Seek the law of the LORD, and to do it. 

7:10

3. His Leadership - a man of exceptional leadership skills.

a. He had an exceptionally Strong will to lead the People back (900 miles and 5000 exiles). 
7:8-9 cf. 8:22a, 31

b. He was a man of Purpose totally committed to Service, serving both the Lord and His people.  

7:10
c. He Supplicated with God through Prayer. (cf. 8:23)

d. He was very Skilled in the art of Persuasion (7:6)  for the hand of the Lord was upon him. 
The Hand of God -  Ezra. 7:6, 9, 28; 8:18, 22, 31

7:6b - and the king granted him all his request, according to the hand of the LORD his God upon him.

7:9b - For upon the first day of the first month began he to go up from Babylon, and on the first day of the fifth month came he to Jerusalem, according to the good hand of his God upon him. 

 7:28b - I was strengthened as the hand of the LORD my God was upon me, and I gathered together out of Israel chief men to go up with me. 

8:18a - And by the good hand of our God upon us they brought us a man of understanding…

8:22 -  For I was ashamed to require of the king a band of soldiers and horsemen to help us against the enemy in the way: because we had spoken unto the king, saying, The hand of our God is upon all them for good that seek Him; but His power and His wrath is against all them that forsake Him. 

8:31 - Then we departed from the river of Ahava on the twelfth day of the first month, to go unto Jerusalem: and the hand of our God was upon us, and He delivered us from the hand of the enemy, and of such as lay in wait by the way. 

B. 
Ezra’s Period

1. The Setting of the Book:

a. Postexilic – the Return to Re-establish temple worship.

b. Ezra, Part of the Exiled Jews in Babylon – Consider…

i. The Three Deportations from Jerusalem to Babylon in 605, 597, and 586 B.C.
ii. The Three Returns   in 
538, 458, and 444 B.C

· 1st - by Zerubbabel in 538 B.C. to Rebuild the temple. 
Ezra 1-6; Hag.; Zech.

· 2nd - by Ezra in 458 B.C. to Reform and meet covenant obligations. 
Ez. 7-10

· 3rd - by Nehemiah in 444 B.C. to Rebuild the walls of Jerusalem 
and to lead the people back to obedience to the Lord.

· [Cf. the Calculation of Daniel’s 70 weeks]

c. Two time Periods covered in the book of Ezra. 
Ch. 1-6  - 23 years from the Edict of Cyrus to the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem (538-515 B.C.). 
Ch. 7-10 - Events after Ezra returned from Babylon (458B.C.)
d. Two Parentheses in the book.

i. 4:6, event in the reign of Ahasuerus (Xerxes) 485-465B.C.

ii. 4:7-23, letter written in the reign of Artaxerxes. 464-424B.C
iii. The End of the book of Ezra – 

· Not Earlier than about 450 B.C. 
Cf. 10:17-44 

· Ezra was a contemporary of Nehemiah. Neh. 8:1-9; 12:36.

· Malachi was probably written in Nehemiah's time. 

· Events in Esther occurred between Ezra 6 and Ezra 7.

e. The Purpose of the Book:

i. A Record of the history of the Return from Captivity.

ii. A Reminder to the Returnees to be involved in true temple worship and fulfil their covenant obligations because of God’s mercy.

iii. A Record of the Response and Resolve to the Remnant to Reform and get their Relationships Right with God and with others.

iv. Chaps. 9, 10 are the highlight of the book.

2. The Supernatural Birth of Cyrus.

a. The Call of Cyrus. 

Ezra 1:1-4

i. 
Cyrus’ Conquest of Babylon in 539B.C.
cf. Visions in Daniel

ii. 
Cyrus’s Charge from God.

Ezra 1:2

Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and He hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.

iii. Cyrus, God’s Anointed Shepherd.

Isa. 44:28; 45:1

Cf.  Nebuchadnezzar, God’s Servant. 

Jer. 27:6f
b. 
The Commission of Cyrus to return to Jerusalem.
 Ezra 1:3, 4

i. The 1st Return under Zerubbabel and Jeshua  (536B.C.) – 
Ezra 1:5-11; Ch. 2

The Remnant who remained behind.
Ezra 1:4

ii. The 2nd Return under Ezra. 
Ezra 7:1, 8, 9

· The Return: with approximately 5000 other Jews

· The Returnees: 

· The People who Returned:
The list amounting to 1,754
 (chap. 8) 

was part of the full list in Nehemiah 
 (Ezra 7), 

and a duplicate.
 (Ezra 2). 

· The Property they took with them.

Contributions by the Jews, the king, and his counselors. 

· The Power bequeathed on Ezra. 

Ezra 7:11-28

· To draw upon the king’s treasures for any further supplies 


7:21-23

· To exempt all priests, Levites, and other Temple ministers from taxation. 


7:24

· To appoint magistrates and judges in Judea, with power of life and death over all offenders.
 7:25




· The Preparations he made:

· He Praised God for His Arrangements for them.

Ascribing this marvellous letter of the king to the lovingkindness of his God, 
and strengthened by this evidence of God's power

· Still, he Petitioned God with the Assembly for a safe Arrival in Jerusalem.
Ezra 8:15-23

· He Appointed replacements for the Absent Levites.

8:15, 20

· He Asked God for the Right way for to do things for them and their children.
8:21

· He was Ashamed to Rely on the Ready Resources offered by the king.

8:22

· Because he had Acclaimed his God’s Greatness to them earlier.

8:22, 23

C.  Ezra’s Problems in Jerusalem.

1. The Power in jurisdiction – Ezra in full judicial control.  
Ezra 7:25, 26

2. The Problems – The People’s compromising marriages with the Pagans.
9:1-4

3. The Prayer – Personal Confession with People Pouring out the soul in Prayer 

  Pleading for Pardon and Ready to Repent and Put things Right.
Ezra 9:5-15

4. The Penitence.
Ezra 10:1-12

a. The Congregation’s  Confession to fully Comply with the law. (cf. Shecaniah)
10:1-12 

b. The Course of Action: 
10:13, 14

i. The People’s Assembly:

ii. Ezra’s Attestation. His sermon was concise and Precise. 
The people had sinned; they needed to confess and to separate from their foreign spouses.  10:10, 11

iii. The People’s Affirmation. All but four Agreed.

10:12, 15
iv. The Prescribed Action taken: 

10:16, 17 

Judges Appointed to handle the divorce proceedings, which took about three months - roughly a fourth of the offenders were religious leaders.

v. All the heathen wives were Put Away including those who had borne children, by the beginning of the new year.  

10:17-44

D.
Ezra’s Post-Return duties.

1. No Record exists of Ezra’s activities for the next 13 years.

2. Ezra’s Role and Responsibilities in Jerusalem.

a. The Reading at the Square.
Neh. 8:1, 2-8

b. The Rejoicing at the Feast of Tabernacles.
Neh. 8:9-12

As Ezra is not mentioned after Nehemiah’s departure for Babylon, and as everything fell into confusion in Nehemiah’s absence, it is not unlikely that Ezra had again returned to Babylon before Nehemiah. Neh. 12:26

c. The Reforms – re: mixed marriages, the Sabbatical Year, Reinstitution of temple tithes and offerings.  Observed the Festivals and Feast of Tabernacles.

Conclusion:  

E. 
Ezra’s Person.

1. Ezra had a Profound love for the Word of God, and set his heart to study the law of the Lord.
 Ezra 7:10

2. He was a man Par excellence in judgment.
Ezra 7:25
3. And had a Pure conscience that led him to deplore sin deeply and strenuously oppose it. 
Ezra 9:3
4. He acknowledged the Power behind Him: every step he took was marked by some devout acknowledgment of the divine help, “according to the hand of the Lord my God”  
Ezra 7:6, 9, 27-28; Ezra 8:22, 31
Lessons to Learn:

God is a Covenant-keeping God.

God is in Control of the world’s affairs.

God is Committed to His Timing to act.

God Can use unbelievers as His tools to Accomplish His plans.

When His people Confess and repent God will forgive.

God requires Commitment to His Word, His Ways and His Walk.

We need not Resort to outside Resources for the Work of God.

Next week: 
Part 2 – Extra Notes on Nehemiah
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