Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall
September 25, 2016
Series:  JOSHUA 

Topic 1: To Go Back or To Go Forward.

Study 2: 





To follow Or To lead?
Reading: Mt. 4:18-20


Intro. : In the World, people Fight or even kill to be in leadership position.

But in the Church people Fear to be in leadership position.  Why?  

A.
The Character of Joshua in Following - (Or three types of "Following")
1.

What Following Is not as seen in Peter. 
 It led Peter to be a Deny-er.

a. He followed Jesus afar off.




Mt. 26:58

b. He stood at the door outside.  




Jn.18:16


c. He stood with them and warmed himself  

Jn. 18:18


2.

What Following Insists on, as seen in Caleb.  
It led Caleb to be a Follow-er to the end.



Caleb Followed the Lord fully (Num. 14:24) and wholly (Num. 32:12 ct.11)



Summary:  "Following" therefore is not just Passively Following the Flow:

a. It is to Trust the Master, not always the Majority
-   Do not be a Half-past six Christian.

b. It is to Totally Follow and not to Falter

-   Do not be    Half-hearted.

c. It is to Tread forward and not to Turn back

-   Do not         Halt between two opinions..

3.

What Following Involves as seen in Joshua.  
It led Joshua to be a Lead-er.

To be a Potential Leader, Joshua was Prepared. 
Joshua learned to.......


a. Follow Orders.



Exo. 17:9, 10; 24:13; 33:11
b. Faithfully Obey. (i.e. the role of  Faith in God)

Exo. 17:9, 10-16
c. Fully Observe (the endless war with the Amalekites) 
Exo. 17:14-16 Cf. Gal. 5:16, 17
i. He must not Forget: there must always be war with the Amalekites.
Deut. 25:17-19

ii. God rejected Saul because he Spared Agag, king of the Amalekites.
I Sam.15:1-3, 7-9, 23

iii. In the end Saul died at the hand of an Amalekite.
II Sam. 1:8-10 

iv. David did not Spare the Amalekite.
II Sam. 1:13-16



THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  JOSHUA'S  LEADERSHIP

B.
The Call to Joshua in Leading.
People become leaders because of the following reasons:

1. A Crisis in Circumstances.

Josh. 1:1a, 2a

a. The Vacancy Caused.


i. By a Leader leaving.

ii. By a Launching of a new project.

b. The Vacancy Clinched:  

i. 
By a "Born-leader" who might become "Lord of God's heritage" 
cf. I Pet.5:3.

ii. 
By the Best available person who might become Leader of the blind.

iii. 
By Being the most willing who might become a Liability.

c. The Vacancy Commissioned.  (the Biblical way):

i. Moses' Retirement was timed.
Deut. 34:7

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
God told  Moses to Step aside.
Deut. 32:48-50

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
God penalised him for Sinning.
Deut. 32:51-52

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
God rewarded him with Sight of the Promised Land. 
Deut. 32:52; 34:1-4

ii. 
Moses' Replacement was prepared.
(See #2 below.)


2. A Consequence of a Committed Character.

Josh.1:1c  "Moses' minister"

a. He had been Obedient 

- "he did as Moses had said to him"
Exo.17:10

b. He had been Observing

- "his (Moses') servant Joshua"

Exo 24:13

c. He had been Opting into the work 
- "he departed not out of the tent"
    
Exo.33:11

3. A Call to Come out to Take on the Task.

Josh. 1:1-9

a. The Lord's Choice

 Deut.1:37,38;

b. The Lord’s Commission.

Num. 27:15-22

c. The Lord's Charge:


Josh. 1:3

d. The Lord's Commitment:



SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
His Promise.
1:5b,c

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
His Power.
1:5a
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
His Presence.
1:9



SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
His Prerequisites (two):-




· Only be strong and courageous.
1:6, 7, 9


· Observe to do all the law.


1:7,8


Thus ours is not to Choose to Follow or to Lead, but rather to Follow all the way until He Commissions us to Lead, in which case a Faithful Follower must always obey.  

Cf. Paul: "I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision." 
Acts 26:19. 

Remember a Leader begins by being a Follower.

The Lord's Choice (Deut. 1:37, 38); Commission (Lev. 27:15-22); Charge: (Josh. 1:3); Commitment (1:5-9)

THE CONCLUSION OF JOSHUA'S LEADERSHIP

c.
The Commitment To Serve God. 
(At the end of Joshua's life)
Josh.  24:15c

1. The Commitment of Joshua's Person.


"As for me, I..."

2. The Commitment of Joshua's Posterity.

"And my house"

a. The nobleman and his house believed.
Jn.4:53

b. Cornelius and his house believed.
Acts 11:14

c. Lydia and her house were baptised.
Acts 16:15

d. The Philippian gaoler and his house believed.
Acts 16:31,33,34

3. The Challenge to Joshua's People.
"Choose you this day whom you will serve"

a. Their Choice:  "God forbid that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods."  
24:16-18

b. Joshua's Caution and Challenge to test them: "You cannot serve the Lord"
24:19

i. He is a Holy God
- He will not Tolerate Sin.

ii. He is a Jealous God
- He will not Tolerate another Suitor.


    
Cf. Jas. 4:4

iii. He will not forgive…- He will not Tolerate Stubborn unbelief.


Heb. 3:7-19

c. The People's Covenant.






   
 24:21 

i. Their Selves were their Witnesses.


24:22-24

ii. The
Scroll was their Witness.



24:26a

iii. The Stone was their Witness.



24:26b,  27

Conclusion:
At the end of Joshua's life, ALL served the Lord: 

(1)
His Person served the Lord.   The Servant of Moses became The Servant of the Lord.  Josh. 1:1 cf. 24:29

(2)
His Posterity (His House) served the Lord.




-
Josh. 24:15c

(3)
His People (Israel) served the Lord all the days of Joshua.


-
Josh.24:31

Choose you this day whom you and your family will serve - God or other gods?

Will You Lead when Called upon to do so?
