Island Glades Gospel Centre

November 5, 2000

Series:  JOSHUA 

Study 1:
To Go Back Or To Go Forward.

By KC Ung

Reading:

Num. Chs. 13, 14

Intro.:
(1)
The basis for his answer was not the Strength of his Faith but rather the Subject of his Faith, based





on his Past Contacts, Present Conviction and Prospective Consequences.

[The Forty Years of Preparation]
(A)

40 years of Preparation for Moses


1.
Moses was 40 years thinking he was Somebody. Acts 7:23


2.
Moses took 40 years  to learn He was a  Nobody. Acts 7:30 cf. 7


3. For 40 years God made Moses a Nobody into Somebody. 7:36-38

(B)

40 years of Preparation for Joshua in the wilderness to Lead.

(C)

40 years old was Caleb when appointed. 
(Josh. 14:6, 7)

(D)

40 days the 12 Spies Searched the land. 
Num. 13:25

(E)

Cf. 40 days Jesus prepared for His public ministry. 
Mt. 4:2




(2)

Joshua introduced indirectly in Exo. 14:30 -  "saved" = Heb. "yasha", root of "Joshua",






an abbreviation of "Jehoshua" =  Yahweh saves, and "Joshua" is Heb. for "Jesus".

· Joshua Introduced for the first time.
Exo. 17:9. 

· Joshua Initiated to service as a young man. 
Exo. 33:11

· Joshua Instructed to wait in the Tabernacle.
Exo. 33:11 cf. 24:13

A.
Joshua and Israel Resting at Kadesh-Barnea.


Num. 12:16, 13:26

1.

Reminded of their deliverance from Egypt and the Red Sea.
Exo. 14:30, 31 cf. Num. 14:22



Note: The presence of the mixed multitude.


Exo. 12:38 cf. Num. 11:4-6

2. Reflected on what they had witnessed of the Lord's Miracles.  The LORD was Jehovahnissi: (Exo. 17:15)


a.

The Almighty Deliverer in the Past.
- The Ten Plagues in Egypt.


b.

The Almighty Provider in the Present.
- Manna from Heaven (Exo. 16); Water from the Rock.  (Exo. 17:1-7) 









  and quails from the sea. (Num. 11:31ff.)


c.

The Almighty Conqueror in Prospect based on the Past  - Victory over the Amalekites 
Exo. 17:8-16

B.
Joshua and Company Researching the Land.
Num. 13:1-25

1.

Joshua and his Men.




Num. 13:1-16


a.

From Ephraim, Joshua  - 


13:8, 16




His name changed from Hoshea (= Salvation) to Joshua (YAHWEH is my Salvation)


b.

From Judah, Caleb 
from word = a dog (faithfulness?)
13:6 [1st. occ.]


c.

From the other ten tribes, ten others.

13:4-16

2.

Joshua and his Mission.



Num. 13:17-20


a.

To See the Land.



13:18


b.

To Spy on the Inhabitants.

13:18


c.

To Search out the nature of the Land.
13:19, 20

3.

Joshua on the Move.


a.

He Ascended to Hebron – he saw Giants.

13:22


b.

He Descended to Eschol – he saw Giant Grapes.
13:23, 24


c.

He Returned to Kadesh. – with Great and Good news. 
13:25-27

C. Joshua and Company Reporting on the Land  - divided views: -

	1
	By the Timid Ten
	Num
	2.      By  the Trustful Two.
	Num.

	a. 
	"Surely it floweth with milk and honey.. Nevertheless (But) …" 


	13:28,29
	"If the Lord delight in us, then He will bring us into this land."
	14:8

	b.
	People are strong...cities are walled.
	13:28
	Fear ye not the people of the land; defence is departed.
	14:9

	c.
	Saw the children of Anak as giants... and saw ourselves as grasshoppers.
	13:28

13:33
	The Lord is with us.

Fear them not.
	14:9

	d.
	A land that eateth up the inhabitants.
	13:32
	A very good land...flowing with milk and honey...they are bread for us.
	14:7

14:8

14:9

	e.
	We are not able – 

Let us Go Back!


	13:31
	We are well able – 

Let us Go Forward!
	13:31


D.
Joshua and the Responses.

1.

Response from the Congregation. 
They Welcomed the Majority’s Report.
See #4 below.

They Wept and Welcomed the Majority’s Report!
14:1-4, see #4
2.

Response of Moses (and Companion, Aaron).  They Fell on their Faces.

a.

Their Pronounced Protest.


14:5


b.

Moses Personal Pleading.


14:13-19  See #4e
3.

Response from Joshua and Caleb.



They Replied: The Land is an exceeding good land.
14:7


a.

The Lord will bring us into the land.

14:8


b.

Rebel not against the Lord.

14:9


c.

The Lord is with us: fear them not.

14:10

4.  
From Jehovah Lord.
Num. 14:10


a.
 The Lord’s Personal Protection of His Faithful Four.
14:10


But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. 



The glory of the LORD appeared…before all…Israel

   b.   The People’s Provocation.
14:11



The LORD said…How long will this people provoke me? 



…How long will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs which I have shewed among them?
c.
The Punishment with Pestilence.
14:12
 
I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, 

d.
The Promised Prosperity for Moses
14:12

I …will make of thee a greater nation and mightier than they.

e.
Moses’ Powerful Pleading for Pardon.
14:13-19
See #D.2
4.
Two Responses Contrasted: -

	
	The People’s Response

Welcomed the Majority's report
the whole congregation said ….
	Num.

14:2
	The Lord’s Response:

Say unto them….
	Num.

14:28

	1. 1.
	Wished for Death.

Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or…in this wilderness!
	14:2
	Your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness…

Your carcasses, they shall fall in this wilderness.
	14:29

14:32

	2. 
	Waived aside God’s promise.

wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, 
	14:3
	Doubtless ye shall not come into the land
	14:30

	3. 
	Were not prepare to fight:

to fall by the sword
	14:3
	But as for you, your carcasses, they shall fall in this wilderness.
	14:32

	4. 
	Women and children were their concern.

that our wives and our children should be a prey?
	14:3
	But your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, them will I bring in, and they shall know the land.

your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years…until your carcasses be wasted in the wilderness
	14:31

14:33

	5. 
	Would elect their own Leader.

Let us make a captain.
	14:4
	I the LORD have said, I will surely do it unto all this evil congregation, 
	14:35

	6. 
	Wanted to Return to Egypt.

better for us to return into Egypt?…let us return to Egypt.
	14:3

14:4
	To morrow turn you, and get you into the wilderness by the way of the Red sea. [BUT they could not return to Egypt!]
	14:25


The Results of No Faith in God and the Fear of Men –

40 years of Wandering in the Wilderness for those below 20 years old.
Num. 14:26-35

E.
Joshua and Caleb Reserved for the Future.
1. They would enter the Promised Land.

14:30

2. They would receive the Promised Inheritance.
Josh. 14:13, 14; 24:30

3. They would live to a Promising End.

14:38

a. Joshua lived to be a Leader to the end.
Josh. 1: 1-9; 24:29-31

b. Caleb lived to be a Fighter to the end.
Josh. 14:6-15

Conclusion: 


1.

The Results of Going Back:


a.

A Life of Encampment without Fulfilment.
 Num.33:1-49 - "departing,/removing, encamping"


b.

A Life of Existence without Fruit.

A Chapter for the almost 40 years of Wanderings.  14:33

2.

The Results of Going Forward:


a.

A Full and Rich Experience with God.
A Book recorded for all generations. (Joshua)


b.

A Fruitful Enrichment of Others.

Josh. 24:31
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