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Study 2
The Battle of the Two Beasts  
Dan. Ch. 8

By KC Ung

Introduction: The Place of Chapter 8 – Its Chronology -before Chap. 5, as with ch.7

                                      Its Connection with Chap. 7 (see 8:1)

                                      Its Comparison with Chap. 7 (see below)

Note: Chapters 8-12 (and 1:1-2:4a) are written in Hebrew, whereas 2:4b - 7:28 are in Aramaic. 

A. 
The Kingdoms Compared.  

Dan.  8:1-8

· The Futuristic Perspective of Dan. 8

· The Fulfilled Parts of 8:1-22 in History (see below)

· The Factual Provocation: The rest of the chapter to be fulfilled with exactitude, as the first part?

The Historically fulfilled events in Chapter 8 may be detailed as follows: 

	No
	Chapter 7
	Chapter 8
	History

	1.
	The 2nd Beast  (5)
	The Ram (3, 4)


	Assumption of the Medo-Persian Empire. (3, 20)

Ram's head on Persian king; Ram on Persian coin;

Persia under Aires (Ram)



	a.
	Bear with side raised.
	Ram with one horn higher (3)
	Ascendancy of Persia over Media (3, 20). 

Though Persia was the younger kingdom, under Cyrus it became the dominant one in 550 b.c.



	b.
	Three ribs in the mouth
	Pushing westward, northward, southward (4)
	Aggression of the Persians and Medes. (4)  

W - Babylon, Mesopotamia, Syria, and Asia Minor; N  - Around Caspian Sea (Colchis, Armenia, Iberia) S   - Judea, Egypt, Ethiopia, and Libya


	c.
	Devour much flesh


	Did according to his will (4)
	Attack of the surrounding nations. (‘beasts’, 8:4)

	2.
	The 3rd Beast (6)
	The He-goat (5-8)
	Achievements of the Grecian (Goat) Armies. (5, 8) 

Caranus, 1st king of Macedonia, was reportedly led by goats to Edessa, which later he made the center of his kingdom, changing its name to Aege, or “goat-city.” Goat on Macedonian coin; Greece under Capri- (=goat) corn (=horn). Alexander the Great and his army swept through Asia Minor, Syria, Egypt, and Mesopotamia from 334-331 b.c. 



	a.
	Leopard with four wings of a fowl
	 *He-goat from the west 


touched not the ground (5)

*A notable horn (5)

*Came to the ram...before the river (6)

*There was none that could deliver the ram (7)

*Strong ... horn broken (8)
	Activities and Death of Alexander the Great. 

(8-21) Grecian Empire (21) Swift conquest in 12 years: Egypt, Babylon, Persia, N.W. India 

In 331 b.c. Alexander defeated Darius Codomanus, and in 330 b.c. he conquered Persia
Alexander, the Great, cp. 8:21

Battle at Granicus River, 334BC

[Battle at Issus, 333BC]

[Battle at Gaugemela, 331BC (final)

Alexander died at 33 years in BC323



	b.
	Had four heads.
	Came up four notable ones (horns) (8)
	Appropriation of Alexander’s Empire by his Four Generals (8, 22) Four kingdoms (22): -

Cassander: Macedonia, Greece; Lysimachus: Asia Minor, Thrace; Seleucus: Syria, Babylon; Ptolemy: Egypt.




Study 2b



The Beastly Two Kings.
8:9-27

B.
The First King that Came forth. 



Dan. 8: 9-14

1. Compared with History.

	
	The Little Horn

Dan. 8
	Abhorrent Actions of Antiochus (176-165 BC) Epiphanes (8:9-14)



	a.
	Out of one of them (the 4 horns)  (9)
	From the line of Seleucus, 8th Syrian king.



	b.
	Grew toward the south, the east, and the pleasant land. (9)

	Egypt, Armenia, (41) Jerusalem (Holy Land) (cp. Jer. 3:19; Dan. 11:16)



	c.
	Cast down…the host...the stars. (11, 12)
	Blasphemed against God; Persecuted the Jews;

Historical, Typical, Eschatological (?)



	d.
	Magnified himself. (11)
	{Issued coins with title, "Epiphanes", etc

	e.
	Daily sacrifice taken away. (11)
	{Plundered temple of treasure; forbade keeping

	f.
	Sanctuary...cast down. (11)
	{of the law, observance of the burnt sacrifice,

	g.
	Host given him...by reason of transgression.  (12)
	{sabbaths and feast days; polluted the sanctuary on {Dec.25th 167BC



	h.
	Unto 2300 days (14) = 6 yrs. 110 days

7 months short of 7 years (?)

days, Heb. lit. = evenings, mornings, NIV, NEB, NASB. Thus, 

1,150 days, i.e. 3 years and 55 days) (?)
	Onias III, the high priest murdered in 171BC Antiochus died in 164BC

Josephus:  Antiochus enforced his ban against the temple sacrifices for about three and a half years



	i.
	Sanctuary cleansed. (14)
	Temple cleansed by Judas Maccabees in 165BC




2. 
Contrasted with the little Horn  
(ch. 7)

	
	The Antichrist in Chapter 7
	Antiochus Epiphanes in Chapter 8

	a.
	Its origin - 

From the 4th beast (The Roman Empire) (7, 8)
	From the 3rd beast (The Grecian Empire) (8, 9)

	b.
	Number of horns: From out of 10 horns (7, 8),     the eleventh horn.
	From out of 4 horns (8, 9), the fifth horn.



	c.
	In power for 3 ½ years.

End result: Messianic kingdom. (13, 14)


	In power for 2300 days.

Roman Empire (after the Grecian Empire)




C. 
The Second King of fierce Countenance    

8:20-27

1. 
The Introduction re: the time Interval. 
8:15-27 - a futuristic element: cf. 12:1, 4, 9

a. 
“The time of the end shall be the vision"
(17)

b. 
"At the time appointed the end shall be" 
(19)

c.
"At the latter time"

(23)

d. 
"It shall be for many days" 

(26) “it concerns the distant future” (NIV, cf. NEB, NRSV, NASB).

2. 
The Indignation


8:19 cf. 11:36

    
"The last end of the indignation" i.e. God's anger against Israel

         "At the time appointed the end shall be."

(19)

    
cf. "the time appointed of the end shall be the vision.”
(17)

          Historical? Eschatological? Dual? Typical?

3. 
The Interpretation  


8:20-27

a. 
The Ram Kingdom
- Medo-Persia 
(20)
2 horns    - Darius and Cyrus

b. 
The Goat Kingdom
- Greece

(21, 22)

c.
The Great horn
- First king

(21)
Alexander the Great

	 d.
	The “Beastly”  King,  8:23-27

(The Prophecy)
	Antiochus Epiphanes (?)

175-153B.C. (The Type)
	Future World Ruler (?)

(The Antitype)

	Three views of the King of Fierce Countenance: (1) the “king of the north” in 11:40; (2) type of the Roman beast at the end time (7:23-27) (3) the final Roman beast, thus identifying his geographical region.



	i.
	He will appear in the latter time of their kingdom (23)
	100 years before end of Grecian Empire (?)


	4-fold kingdom again.

Rev. 13:1,2

	ii.
	When the transgressors come to the full (23)

“when their sin is at its height” (NEB)
	Antiochus usurped the Seleucid throne from his nephew (175 b.c.) and then proceeded to profane the Jerusalem temple (169/68 b.c.)
	His appearance at the time of Israel's guilt.



	iii.
	A king of fierce countenance and understanding dark sentences (23)

Cp. I Kings 10:1

Rendered “a master of intrigue” (NIV, cf. NASB, NRSV) or “a master of stratagem” (NEB),
	His choleric personality, use of witchcraft (1 Mac. 1:30; 2 Mac. 5:24) to fulfill his evil plans and intellectual and strategic skill, as used against his nephew in usurping the Seleucid throne.

.
	Power was given him over all kindreds and tongues and nations. (Rev. 13:7)   

                 

	iv.
	His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power (24)


	Alexander the Great (?)

[Grecian root ct. Roman =>
	The dragon who gave power unto the beast (Rev. 13:4)

cp. II Thes. 2:9



	v. 
	He shall destroy wonderfully... the mighty and the holy people. (24)

“he will destroy to an extraordinary degree” (NASB).
	Persecuted surrounding countries and Israel.

Cf. 11:41, 42


	Make war with the saints. 

(Rev. 13:7)

	vi.
	Through his policy... cause craft to prosper (25) or “cause deceit to prosper” (NIV, NASB)


	Busy hatching plots. 

(I Mac. 1:16-51)
	Deceiveth them that dwell on the earth. (13:13,14)



	vii.
	Magnify himself  (25)


	Name of Epiphanes on coins
	Mouth speaking great things. (Rev. 13:5)



	viii.
	By peace, destroy many (25)
	False peace.
	All that dwell upon the earth shall worship him (8)



	ix.
	Stand up against the Prince of Peace (25)
	Against the Messianic Hope?

 (cf. 8:11; 11:36). 
	Make war with the Lamb   (Rev. 17:14)



	x.
	Shall be broken without hand. (25)

“destroyed, but not by human power” (NIV).
	He died a horrible death from worms and ulcers. His death was sudden and decisive, brought about by the hand of God, not man.


	Cast alive into a lake of fire. (Rev. 19:20)




Conclusion:  
"Seeing then that all these things shall be....
             
What manner of persons ought ye to be...   
II Pet. 3:11

1. 
in our Attitude towards the ‘Prosperous World’?
ct. vs. 6, 7; cp. I John 2:15-17

2. 
in our Attempt to Win the ‘Perishing World’?   
vv. 9, 15

3. 
in our Attending to the Prophetic Word?         
v. 11

