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25 Dec. 2015
Hi! Do You not know…?
The Text:  Unto you is born this day…a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
Lk. 2:10
Intro.: Christmas is round the Corner. 

Lately a group of religionists in our county have advised their followers to abstain from activities, acts, etc. associated with Christmas as they allege that these activities, supposedly connected with Christianity, risk them being Converted to Christianity. 

In the First place are these items or activities “Christian”?  Second, are their Fears justified?

When we answer the second we shall be answering the first. 

The Fears: (1) 
See Appendix 1
“Are the setting up of Christmas trees and parades part of their religious teachings as in the bible? Or is it an effort to promote Christian symbols in the Malay-Muslim land?” Siti Fatimah wrote in an article on Ismaweb.net yesterday titled “Hari Krismas: Adakah penganut Kristian ditindas di Malaysia?” [Christmas Day: Are Christians oppressed in Malaysia?].

She was referring to rumours that 10,000 Christians had joined a 4km Christmas parade at Dataran Bandar Sibu in Sarawak last Saturday.  


(2) Brunei bans Christmas: Islamic nation outlaws celebrating the festivities for fear of leading Muslims stray’ – Jack Crone for MailOnline 11:43 08 Jan 2015.
Hi! Do You Not Know…

I. That Celebrating Christmas cannot Convert you into a Christian?

A. The Commercial Christmas Certainly Cannot.
1. It is X-mas. Xmas is a common abbreviation of the word Christmas.

It is acknowledged that while it is true that “X" comes from the Greek letter Chi, which is the first letter of the Greek word Χριστός (Christ), today’s Christmas Celebration is likely to exclude Christ in the Commercial and Secular world. 

[The "-mas" part is from the Latin-derived Old English word for Mass].

See #III.B.4
a. They Cross out Christ from Christmas – He is out in all their Partnerships.

i. Christ is not in their earthly Transactions.

ii. Christians seek those Things which are above…not…Things on the earth. 

Col. 3:1, 2

iii. They seek to lay not up…Treasures upon earth…but lay up…Treasures in heaven. Mt. 6:19f

· X-mas is not Christian and cannot Convert you into a Christian.

b. They Concentrate on Santa Claus – He is in in all their Promotions.

i. The Origin of Claus: Pre-modern representations of 

· the Gift-Giver from Church history and folklore, 

· Notably St Nicholas (known in Dutch as Sinterklaas), 

merged with the English character Father Christmas to create the character known to Americans and the rest of the English-speaking world as "Santa Claus" (a phonetic derivation of "Sinterklaas").
See Ref. below

ii. The Ordination of Santa Claus:

Saint Nicholas of Myra was a 4th-century Greek Christian bishop of Myra (now Demre) in Lycia, a province of the Byzantine Empire, now in Turkey. Nicholas was famous for his generous gifts to the poor, in particular presenting the three impoverished daughters of a pious Christian with dowries so that they would not have to become prostitutes. He was very religious from an early age and devoted his life entirely to Christianity. In continental Europe (more precisely the Netherlands, Belgium, Austria and Germany) he is usually portrayed as a bearded bishop in canonical robes.

Ref:  http://www1.cbn.com/churchandministry/how-st-nick-became-santa-claus
 
 http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/how-nicholas-became-a-bishop/

 http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/real-saint/
· The Xmas Santa Claus was Saint Nicholas, a man made into a Saint after he died.

A Christian saint is a living person who believes in Christ when he is alive. Cf. I Cor. 1:2

Unto the church of God…them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours.
iii. The Original Christ of Christmas:

· He was not a Legend but a Living Life-giver.
Jn. 10:10

I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 

· He was not merely a Giver of earthly Gifts but a Giver of Eternal Life.
Jn. 10:28; 17:3

And I give unto them eternal life…And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent.

· He was not with Father Christmas, but He was, and with His Father, God. 
Jn. 1:1; 10:28
The Word was with God, and the Word was God…I and My Father are one.

· X-mas without Christ cannot make you a Christian: only Christ is God and can Give Life.

2. It is I-mas or My-mas or Me-mas with the greeting Merry Xmas.
a. It is the Season for Self-Pleasure – emphasis is on “I”, “Me” and “My”. 

Consider Christ’s Parable of the Rich Fool: 
Lk. 12:16-21
i. His Possessions and Prosperity: The ground of a…rich man brought forth plentifully

ii. His Problem with his Plenty:  He thought within himself, saying, 

What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 

iii. His Planning and Preparation: This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.

iv. His Present Pleasure: I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 

v. The Prospect he had not Provided for: God said…Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?

b. A Crossed-out Christ-less Christmas Spent with Self and Pleasure Can only end in 
A Merry Xmas of Eat, Drink and Be Merry for tomorrow we die!

· The Commercial Christmas is nothing Christian!
· The People of the World do not want CHRIST or even the Cross in Christmas, 
so that they remove Christ and the Cross. It then becomes ME-MAS or I-MAS. 
Its Celebration Centres on, and it is all about, Me or I.

Me - eat, drink and be merry; tomorrow I die. Such a person was the Rich Fool. Lk. 12:16-20

I, My - And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; 



take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

Lk. 16:19

B. The “Church” Christmas. 
In many Churches today, Christmas is not much different!
1. It is a Celebration with Carols – Many Modern Carols dominate the services today. 
But, they have little to do with the Christ of Christmas. An instance:
[Visit: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carol_(music)]


Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer Had a very shiny nose

And if you ever saw it You would even say it glows

All of the other reindeer Used to laugh and call him names

They never let poor Rudolph Join in any reindeer games

Then one foggy Christmas Eve, Santa came to say,

Rudolph with your nose so bright, Won't you guide my sleigh tonight

Then how all the reindeer loved him, As they shouted out with glee,

Rudolph the red-nose Reindeer You'll go down in history.

-----------------------------------
I'm dreaming of a white Christmas Just like the ones I used to know

Where the treetops glisten And children listen To hear sleigh bells in the snow.

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas With every Christmas card I write

May your days be merry and bright And may all your Christmases be white.

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas With every Christmas card I write

May your days be merry and bright And may all your Christmases be white. 
Irving Berlin
http://www.lyricsmode.com/lyrics/c/christmas_carols/
http://www.links2love.com/list_christmas_songs_contemporary.htm
2. It is a Celebration with a Cradle without the Claims of Christ – 

Mary-s, Mangers and Cradles dominate the nativity scene but Christ is not born in such churches!

a. It is the Story of a Child Jesus Who never grew up.

b. But the Cradle (His Birth) must of necessity lead to the Cross (His Death).

· God commendeth His love toward us…while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Rom. 5:8

· The Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me. 
Gal.2:20

· The Son of man came…to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many. 
Mk. 10:45 

· I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep. 
Jn. 10:11
· As a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Phil. 2:8
· It is a Christ-less, Cross-less Christmas Celebration 


Costing little for the Christian in life’s Challenges to bear his Cross! 
Cf. Lk. 14:27

And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after Me, cannot be My disciple.
3. The Commemoration (Memorial) of Christmas – emphasis here is not on the Mass but Christ.

It is CHRISTmas and NOT ChristMAS!

a. We are not Celebrating Mass but Remembering Christ Who was born 

to die that we might live:
Mk. 10:45

For even the Son of man came…to give His life a ransom for many.

b. We are to Remember to Remember Him in His Death, Resurrection and Return.

…this do in remembrance of Me…For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come
I Cor. 11:24, 26
When to the cross I turn mine eyes, And rest on Calvary,


O Lamb of God, my sacrifice, I must remember Thee; J. Montgomery
II. That the Symbol of the Cross Cannot Convert You into a Christian?
A. The Fear: April 19, 2015.About 50 residents gathered outside a new church in Taman Medan, Petaling Jaya today to demand that the cross affixed to the house of worship be removed as it was “challenging Islam”, The Star Online reported today. - See more at: http://pamelageller.com/2015/04/muslims-protest-outside-church-building-say-cross-challenging-islam.html/#sthash.OexB1Zmr.dpuf
B. The Fallacies: these aspects Concerning the Cross cannot Convert you into A Christian:

1. The Crucifix as a Symbol in the Church.

2. The Cross as part of the Structure of a church building.

3. The Cross as a Sign of that a Home is “Christian”.

4. The Cross as a Style in Fashion.

5. Even the Christmas Tree Standing in the Home.

· All these cannot Convert you into a Christian – they can become idolatry.

· Consider the Serpent on the pole (Num. 21:8, 9) – there is no trace of it.

·    Consider its Significance without the Symbol –
Jn. 3:14

As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up.

C. The Faith

1. To be a  Christian you need to Stake your Faith in the Concept of the Cross which points to Christ’s Substitutionary death for you;
I Pet. 2:24

His own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 

should live unto righteousness.

2. Thus, Paul States: 
I Cor. 2:2

I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 

who loved me, and gave himself for me.
Gal. 2:2

III. That only the Message of the Christian Christmas can Convert you into a Christian?
Now what is the Biblical and Christian Christmas?
Lk. 2:9-14 
A. The Messengers of the Christmas Good news: Lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them… suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God.
B. The Message of Christmas: 

1. Fear not…behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

2. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

i. It is the Announcement of the Good News of the Birth of the Saviour and Lord.

ii. It is the Acclamation: Glory to God in the highest.

iii. It is the Attestation to the Gospel of on earth peace, good will toward men.
3. “Formula A-B-C” to Convert to be a Christian:

Accept the Good News of Christmas – Christ’s Coming into the world to Save Sinners

Fear not, God so loved you that He Sent His Son to bear your sins on Himself.

Fear not, because Jesus Finished what He came to do to the point of death; 


      God can now Forgive your Sins.

Believe Jesus Christ for what He had done on your Behalf.

Confess Him as your Saviour from Sin and Lord of your Life and you will be saved –

· You are a Christian!
When Christ was born in Bethlehem,

Uncrowned with royal diadem,

The child within the manger lay,

No room within the inn that day;

No room for Christ, the Holy Child,

No room for Christ, the meek and mild

Though ages since have come and gone,

So many crowd out God’s dear Son.

No room for Christ has wayward youth,

And heedless hearts turn from His truth;

By business, pleasure crowded out,

And life is spent in darkness, doubt;

If for Him here there is no room,

How dread at last will be the doom;

Forever banished from Him there,

In deep, unspeakable despair.

Wishing all Present and their Families

A BLESSED CHRIST-CENTRED CHRISTMAS
APPENDIX 1

Christmas trees at malls prove Christians in Malaysia not oppressed, Isma portal says

Published: December 15, 2015 07:30 PM GMT+8

- See more at: http://m.themalaymailonline.com/malaysia/article/christmas-trees-at-malls-prove-christians-in-malaysia-not-oppressed-isma-po#sthash.kwOtl9wq.dpuf

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 15 — Lavish Christmas trees at shopping centres show that Christians have freedom of religion in Malaysia, according to the website for conservative Muslim group Isma.

Siti Fatimah Ishak, assistant editor with Ismaweb.net, pointed out that there is a 23m-tall Christmas tree at the Pavilion mall in the city centre decorated with Swarovski crystals, and that Christmas trees are also abundant at other shopping centres and hotels here.

“Are the setting up of Christmas trees and parades part of their religious teachings as in the bible? Or is it an effort to promote Christian symbols in the Malay-Muslim land?” Siti Fatimah wrote in an article on Ismaweb.net yesterday titled “Hari Krismas: Adakah penganut Kristian ditindas di Malaysia?” [Christmas Day: Are Christians oppressed in Malaysia?].

She was referring to rumours that 10,000 Christians had joined a 4km Christmas parade at Dataran Bandar Sibu in Sarawak last Saturday.  

“This reality once and for all refutes allegations of irresponsible parties that claim that the Christian minority’s right to freedom of religion has been oppressed by the Malay-Muslim majority,” said Siti Fatimah.

She also pointed out that shopping centres play Christmas carols, many of which she said have verses from the Christian Bible.

“Don’t memorise them and sing along without realising that it will destroy your heart and soul in the long run,” Siti Fatimah warned Muslims.

She also said Muslims have been “too tolerant” with the Christians.

“The proof is that Muslims are able to live with other ethnic groups who are free to practise their religion, culture and beliefs without any restrictions. In fact, the rights and privileges of non-Muslims are guaranteed by the Federal Constitution and no party can touch or amend them as they like,” she said.

The Christian minority have complained about not being able to practise their faith freely. The courts have prohibited a Catholic church from using the Arabic word for God “Allah” in its paper, while the authorities have confiscated copies of the Bible on several occasions.

Christianity is also repeatedly demonised, with Universiti Teknologi Mara (UiTM) hosting another anti-Christian seminar last Saturday despite the uproar the public university caused when it featured a seminar criticising Christianity last year.

According to an article on Christian website Christianity Today, the Christmas tree associated with the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ has its roots as an ancient symbol of life in winter that was used to worship pagan gods. 

- See more at: http://m.themalaymailonline.com/malaysia/article/christmas-trees-at-malls-prove-christians-in-malaysia-not-oppressed-isma-po#sthash.kwOtl9wq.dpuf
http://m.themalaymailonline.com/malaysia/article/christmas-trees-at-malls-prove-christians-in-malaysia-not-oppressed-isma-po
