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The Problems of the Church in Corinth 

Recapitulation:
(Chs. 1-6) as reported by Chloe (1:11):
1. The Problem of Disunity – Paul’s Appeal for Unity in the Church. 
I Cor. 1:10-30 

2. The Problem of Immaturity – Paul could not Advance with them. 
         



They were Childish and Carnal: they still needed Milk and not Meat.  
I Cor. 3:1-3, 4

3. The Problem of Immorality –  

Paul was Appalled by their Tolerance of Incest in their midst.
I Cor. Ch. 5

4. The Problem of Litigation (Legality) – They Accused one Another in Court.  
I Cor. Ch. 6
5. Paul Answered their Problems on Personal Liberty, Rights & Relationships 


(Chs. 7-10) Letter from the Church “Concerning”... (7:1) 

a. 
Relationship between Male and Female. 


A Person Surrenders his Right to Marry…to Minister to the Lord.

 7:32-34

b. 
Relationship between Strong and Weak brethren – do not Stumble.
Ch. 8 (8:1)


A brother in Love Surrenders his Right to Self…to Consider the Conscience of another.  
8:13

c. 
Re: Relationship between the Missionary the Church Members. 
Ch. 9 


A Missionary surrenders his God-Given Right to support that the Gospel may be free.
9:12, 18f 

i. The Rationalisation of Paul’s Reasons. 
9:1-14

ii. The Renunciation of Paul’s Rights.
9:15-18

iii. The Seriousness of Paul’s Surrender
9:19-23

iv. The Severity of Paul’s Self-discipline.
9:24-27
i. The Rationalisation of Paul’s Reasons. 9:1-14
· Paul’s 4 Personal Questions to the Assembly. 
9:1, 2

(1) 
His Position:  Am I not an apostle?  
(cp. 1:1) 
(2) 
His Privileges: Am I not free?
(ct. 8:13 cp. 9:4-6)

(3) 
His Proofs: Have I not seen Jesus [Christ] our Lord?


Acts 9:3-6; 22:6-10; 26:12-18; 23:11; I Cor. 15:8

(4) 
His Progeny: Are not ye my work in the Lord?
Acts 18:1-11



"Mine answer to them that do examine me is this"  
9:3
· Paul’s Pertinent Answers to his questions with 3 more questions re: his Rights. 9:4-6

(1) Re: Meals – Have we not power to eat and to drink?
9:4 cp. Lk. 10:
(2) Re: Marriage –  
9:5

         Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, 

and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas?
(3) Re: His Ministry – Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working? 
9:6


· Paul’s Public and Logical Questions that require their Answers. 
9:7-14 

Q. 1 - Do I speak these things as a man.... 9:8a (JND)




Who goeth to Fight any time at his own charges?  
9:7a

 

Warriors: Missionaries, Evangelists, Preachers.

    

Who Farms a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit? 
9:7b



Planters: Ministers, church planters.

  

Who Feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock? 
9:7c

 

Shepherds: Elders, pastors, teachers. 
cf. I Tim.5:17, 18


If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing 

if we shall reap your carnal things? 
 9:11 cf. 12
Q. 2 – Or saith not the law the same also? 
9:8b, 9:9, 10 


For it is written in the law of Moses,  



      
Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. 


Doth God take care for oxen? Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? 





For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: 





that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope 


should be partaker of his hope.

Q. 3 - Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? 

and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? 
9:13


If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing 

if we shall reap your carnal things?


If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? 

Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, 

lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ. 
(9:12)
ii. 
The Renunciation of Paul’s Rights.
9:15-18
· He Countered that he was not Soliciting Support for Self – he would rather die!
9:15

· He was Constrained to preach the Gospel – he had nothing to Glory!

9:16

· He was Committed to preach the Gospel without Charge!

9:17


If by Consent - If I do this thing willingly, I have a reward;

But by Divine Call – But if against my will, a dispensation (trust, NIV) 





of the gospel is committed unto me.
Cp. 1:1

iii. 
The Seriousness of Paul’s Surrender.  
9:19-23
· His Surrender and Goal was his personal choice – 

Though I am free and belong to no man, 


I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.
9:19
· His Submission, to Gain for the Gospel…

The Jew (under the law) and the Gentile (without law)  
9:20, 21

The Weak, i.e. those not Strong in their Stand to Stablish them.
9:22a cf. ch. 8

· His Stand: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means Save some. 
 9:22


   I do all this for the Sake of the gospel, that I may Share in its blessings.    
 9:23, NIV

iv. 
The Severity of Paul’s Self-Discipline. 
9:24-27

· The Common Knowledge:   
9:24, 25

· Athletes Run in a Race, but only one is Rewarded. So Run!   
9:24

· Athletes Compete but they must exercise and agonise for Self-Control. 
9:25a

· They Contend for a Corruptible Crown; we, an incorruptible.   
9:25b
· Paul’s Certain Determination - I therefore so run, not as uncertainly.  
9:26

· Paul’s Control in self-Discipline as a Boxer he Buffets and Beats the air (his Body?) 




lit. = to Beat Black and Blue.
9:26b
· Paul’s Deep Dread of being Disqualified or Disapproved for Service.
9:27

Lest…when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway [disqualified]

Next Lord’s Day (D.V.)

6. Public Participation in the Local Church 
I Cor. Chs. 11-14

The Headship of Christ and the Headdress of Christians. 
Ch. 11:3-16

  
(4 May, 2014) – The Context of the Text.


(11 May, 2014) – The Challenges to the Text.
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