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TABERNACLE STUDIES
10th July, 2011
By KC Ung

20th Mar. 2011 – 1: The Salvation and Sovereignty of Christ.




The Concept, Construction and Court Hangings of the Tabernacle
27th Mar. 2011 – 2: The Sanctification and Separation of the Christian 


The Brazen Altar and the Brazen Laver in the Outer Court
3rd Apr. 2011   – 3: Sharing Salvation Outside the Church.





The External Structure of the Tabernacle 

10th Apr. 2011 – 
4: The Services of the Church.


     The Entrances and the Furniture in the Holy Places






5: The Servants in the Church – The Commissioning of the Priesthood

10 July, 2011
Part 1 - Physical Cleansing and Clothing of the Priests.
Exo. Ch. 29:1-9; Ch. 28 
17 July, 2011
Part 2 – Spiritual Cleansing and Consecration of the Priests.
Exo. Ch. 29:10-46
The Commissioning of the Priesthood
Exo. Chs. 28, 29 cf. Lev. Ch. 8

Note: The Commission after the Command to build, but before the Construction of, the Tabernacle.   Exo. 28, 29


God’s Command To Moses to Commission the Priests.
Exo. 28:1, 2; 29:1 cf. Lev. 8:1-5

Part I. 
The Physical Cleansing and Clothing of the Priests.
Exo. 29:1-9; ch. 28

Part II.
The Spiritual Cleansing and Consecration of the Priests.
Exo. 29: 10-46
A. God’s Commands in the Commission – the Preparation.
Exo. 29:1-4a
1. The Constituents of the Offerings to be brought:
29:1-3 cf. Lev. 8:2
a. For the Sin Offering – one young bullock.
29:1b, 3b

b. For the Burnt Offering – two rams without blemish
29:1b, 3b

c. For the Unleavened Bread Offering – 
29:2, 3

a basket of unleavened bread, cakes tempered with oil and wafers anointed  with oil.


fine wheat flour, without yeast, make bread, and cakes mixed with oil, and wafers spread with oil, NIV
2. The Calling of the Congregation to Witness:
29:4 cf. Lev. 8:3-5
a. The Candidates: Aaron and his sons.
29:4a

b. The Congregation – all (KJV); whole (NRSV); the entire assembly (NIV)


8:3

c. The Coming together unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation (KJV) 
29:4b

at the door of the tabernacle (KJV) = at the entrance of the tent of meeting (NRSV, NIV)
8:3
B. The Cleansing Ceremony of Aaron and his sons.
Exo. 29:4b cf. Lev. 8:6
Thou shalt wash them with water cf. Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and washed them with water.
1. They were not to Wash themselves; Moses did it for them.
Cf. The washing of Regeneration (Loutron = a bath, i.e. (fig.) baptism:--washing) 
Tit. 3:5, Strong

Cf. the washing of water by the word (loutron, as above)
Eph. 5:26
a. The New Birth – born of water and of the Spirit...

Jn. 3:5
b. The New Birth is not of Self- :
Born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
 
Jn. 1:13
2. They were completely Washed in Public Witnessed by the whole congregation.
Cf. Lev. 8:3, 4
Cf. the Believer’s Baptism – the new Birth followed by Baptism.

Mk. 16:16

He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
Note: When Aaron’s washing was a type of cleansing of sin, Jesus was not the antitype.   Cf. Heb. 5: 3; 9:7

When Aaron’s washing was a type of baptism witnessed by all, Jesus was the antitype.
  Cf. Mt. 3:16, 17
3. They were not washed again in this Way – only their hands and feet needed to be washed.  Exo. 40:30-32 Cf. "A person who has had a bath (Gk. louo) needs only to wash (Gk. nipto) his feet; 
his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you."

Jn. 13:10, NIV
Louo = to bathe (the whole person)

Nipto = to cleanse (espec. the hands or the feet or the face); cer. to perform ablution.

​Strong
C. The Clothing of the Priests.
Exo. 29:5-9 cf. Lev. 8:7-9
1. The Clothes of the High Priest – holy garments...for glory and for beauty.

29:5 cf. 28:2, 3-5

a. The coat.

28:39; 29:27 
– an oriental long garment worn next to the person, made of fine linen.


=> The Righteousness of Christ, the High Priest.

Cf. Rev. 19:8

Comments:

i. It was a coat of fine linen (28:39) => Righteousness, cf. Rev. 19:8

ii. It was a coat (Heb. kethoneth). 
Root meaning is “to cover” or “to hide” as in Gen. 3:21, coats of skins (lit. skin, NIV) => one skin sufficed to cover both who sinned, and who tried to hide their sin and shame of nakedness by covering themselves with fig leaves. (Gen. 3:7 ct. 2:25).

iii. It was the one uniform coat of the High Priest and Priests. All wore this white coat; but for the Hih Priest, it was his undergarment, while for the priests it was their only garment with its girdle, bonnet and breeches. (Exo. 29:8; Lev. 8:13) => Isa. 61:10; Rev. 19:8.
iv. Girdle (Lev. 8:13) – a symbol of service => Isa. 61:4, 5, not the curious girdle of Exo. 28:8. This was attached to the undergarment and therefore not visible except on the Day of Atonement => the spiritual service of our Lord on our behalf (Heb. 7:25).

b. The robe of the ephod (28:31-35; 39:22-26) – a long seamless garment of blue linen with an opening for the head, worn over the coat. Pomegranates…were embroidered on the skirt of the robe in blue, purple and scarlet, alternated with golden bells… which gave a sound as the high priest went in and out of the sanctuary. The robe was secured by an embroidered girdle.


Comments:
i. Robe (Heb. me'iyl) – 1st occ. in scripture in 28:4 in contrast to the coat, hence, the High Priest’s own garment used for covering. 
me'iyl = in the sense of covering; a robe (i.e. upper and outer garment). 


Strong

ii. A symbol of office and authority. (I Sam. 24:4; Job 29:14; Eze. 26:16) => Mt. 27:28, 29

iii. Also a symbol of royalty (Jn. 19:2, 3, 5) 
=> Christ of the order of Melchizedek (Heb. 5:10), King (robe) of Righteousness (coat) (Heb. 7:2)

iv. thou shalt make the robe of the ephod all of blue (28:31) => Our High Priest in heaven. Heb. 4:14

v. It was woven in one piece, i.e. seamless (39:23), => thus, no beginning and no ending.
Heb. 7:3

vi. It was not possible to rent it (39:23) 
=> Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be (Jn. 19:24)

vii. Pomegranates on the hem (39:24) => fruitfulness

viii. Golden bells in between the pomegranates (39:25, 26). Thus, while the High Priest lived and moved the bells rang, and while the bells rang the people knew the priest was alive => Heb. 7:24, 25

c. The ephod (28:6-8; 39:1-5; Lev. 8:7), a short outer garment. It was of gold, of blue, and of purple, of scarlet, and fine twined linen (28:6). It consisted of two pieces, front and back, united by two shoulder pieces and by a band about the bottom. Two onyx stones, set in gold and engraved with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel, were on the shoulders (28:7, 12, 27)

Comments

Nothing much is known regarding it except that…

i. It was made of the same material,  of skilful work and colours of some of the tabernacle items.

ii. Its onyx shoulder-stones were set into ouches of gold (28:7)

iii. Its curious (beautifully woven) girdle was one with the ephod. (28:8)

A girdle is always used to strengthen the loins, thus, equipping the man for strenuous walk => Ex. 12:11, or for work => Jn. 13:4 or for warfare => Eph. 6:11-14

iv. The girdle was to bind it to him, as bound it unto him therewith, KJV; tying the ephod to him with it, NRSV; so it was fastened on him, NIV => the character of the robe was bound to the person because it was part of him, being what he was.
d. The breastplate (28:9-30) fastened by golden chains to the shoulder pieces of the ephod. It was composed of a square pouch that held the Urim and Thummin, and an oblong gold setting containing twelve precious stones (four rows, three stones in each row) upon which were engraved the names of the tribes of Israel, one on each stone (28:15-21, 29-30). As the Urim and the Thummin were in certain cases connected in some way with discovering the will of God (see 28:30), so the ephod, with its attachments, was apparently employed for the same purpose (I Sam. 23:9-12; 30:7, 8)

Although they would hardly have been precisely like the high priest’s ephod, it is recorded that linen ephods were worn by Samuel (I Sam. 2:18), the priests at Nob (I Sam. 22:18) and David (II Sam. 6:14).

Our Lord, as our Great High Priest (Heb. 3:1; 5:10; 7:26; 0:11), now represents us before God (Rom. 8:33-34; Heb. 7:25; 9:2; I Jn. 2:1, 2; cp. Isa. 49:16), bearing our names before Him as the high priest of old carried the names of the tribes of Israel upon his shoulders and on the breastplate.

Comments:

i. The colours of the Ephod and Girdle were similar to the Breastplate (28:15) => type of the Lord Jesus Christ in His Deity, Divinity, Humanity, Mediatorialship and Righteousness.

ii. Called the Breastplate of Judgment (lit. the judgment of decisions; a breastpiece for making decisions, NIV; 28:15) because it was a repository for the Urim and Thummin by which God was to give His judgment or His decision in the event of doubt. 

iii. On the outside were the twelve precious stones bearing the names of the twelve tribes of Israel for whom judgment was given. (28:30)

iv. The breastplate was doubled so as to form a pouch for the Urim and Thummin. 

v. Its shape was foursquare cf. the brazen altar, the golden altar => Speaks of universality, uniformity, equality. Cf. Gal. 3:27, 28

vi. Its size was a span (9 inches) foursquare (28:16) thus covering the whole of the priest’s breast 
=> a symbol of love and affection towards His own, cf. Jn. 13:1.

vii. The Six Rings were used as attachments – four on the Breastplate at the four corners; two on the ephod just above the curious girdle as the means of securing on the ephod. 

From the two upper rings wreathen chains of gold linked the Breastplate to the shoulder-stones above; the lower rings were laces of blue fastening the Breastplate to the rings of the ephod.

viii. The Chains and Laces were the same two colours (gold and blue) symbolic of Christ’s Deity and Heavenly character => they linked the Heavenly Christ in Grace and Mercy to man below manifesting the Heart of God’s Love in between.

ix. The precious Stones.
· Twelve stones were set in the Breastplate, each bearing the name and representing one of the twelve tribes of Israel => Jesus, our great High Priest bearing our names on His heart as He intercedes on our behalf. (Also cf. Jn. 10:3)

· They shall be set in gold in their enclosing (28:17-20) => there was Diversity, Harmony and Beauty in the believers in Christ and eternal security in Him. (Cf. Jn. 10:28-30)
· The stones were placed in four rows of three.
· On the breastplate, each stone was engraved the name of a tribe of Israel according to the twelve tribes, viz. Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, Reuben, Simeon, Gad, Ephraim, Manasseh, Benjamin, Dan, Asher and Naphatali => The Church in totality in diversity and harmony. Some have more, some less but all one in Christ and precious unto Him. Levi missing: Levi was a a separated tribe set apart for special ministry in holy things; God was their inheritance. Joseph had a portion above his brethren  (Gen. 48:22); he received a double inheritance, thus, Ephraim and Manasseh.
· There were also 12 names on the shoulder stones according to their birth, viz. Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphatali. On the other stone: Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph and Benjamin = > every believr is seen as “in Christ Jesus”, “chosen in Him” and “accepted in Him.” Here Jesus is the Shepherd Who brought back His straying sheep on His own shoulders and would not suffer any one to be lost. (Lk. 15:4-7)

x. The Urim and Thummim. (Exo. 28:30; Lev. 8:8)
· A mystery of mysteries as to what they were and how they were used.

· Urim = Lights; Thummim = Perfection => Christ is Light and Christ is Perfect, the Alpha and Omega, Beginning and End of all things.

· From eastern customs: Urim (a black stone) and Thummim (a white stone) to indicate a No and a Yes.

Consider the casting of lots in Jonah (1:7); in the choice of Matthias to replace Judas (Acts 1:260, etc.

Consider also the white stone given to the overcomer. (Rev. 2:17)

Consider David seeking the mind of God (I Sam. 30:7, 8) in asking for the ephod. Urim and Thummin must be inside the ephod.

· Where we cannot Trace the Form, let us Trust in Faith the Facts stated in Scripture.

xi. The Mitre and Bonnet (Turban) (Exo. 28:39, 40; 29:28)

· There was a difference between the headdress of the High priest and that of the priests. For the High Priest, it was a mitre; for his sons, bonnets. The bonnet was in the form of a turban for the word “put” (29:9) is “bind” in the original.

· In both cases, both were made of linen => symbol of righteousness and holiness.

· “Bonnet” is derived from a word = “to elevate” or “lift up”, and only the priests wore this => thus, our Great High priest has lifted us to heavenly places and made us kings and priests unto Him.

· Note: It was customary for the Jew to cover his head and uncover his feet when entering the synagogue, or when praying, or reading the law or the prophets. This was a recognition of the majesty of God, His greatness and their unworthiness – the willing subjection of reverence and holy love.

In the N.T., the method is changed. The man uncovers his head and keeps his feet covered (ct. Exo. 3:5). Because the woman covered her head , regulations were laid down to the Corinthian Church (I Cor. 11:3-5, 14)

xii. The Holy Crown (Exo. 28:36-38; 29:30, 31)

· The Hebrew word translated “plate” is “tsits”, elsewhere translated “flower” and “blossoms”. (Psa. 103:15; Isa. 28:1; 40:6-8. => For man is maturity is like a flower in bloom, but it will, like grass, soon fade. Against all this brevity and uncertainty, and fading, there stands in contrast that lasting beauty, the glorious certainty, that permanent quality that belongeth to the man whose life is crowned with the fragrant blossom of holiness. On the Great High Priest we see the unfading flower of pure gold.

· The crown shall be upon Aaron’s forehead.  The forehead is the seat of the will and of the intellect. Cf. Ezek. 3:7-9 - the house of Israel have a hard forehead and a stubborn heart. See, I have made your face hard against their faces, and your forehead hard against their foreheads. Like the hardest stone, harder than flint, I have made your forehead; do not fear them or be dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house. (NRSV); Rev. 17:5 => What have we written on our forehead? The high Priest bore the inscription HOLINESS TO THE LORD. This is the crowning fact, the culmination of everything. (I Pet. 1:15, 160
e. Linen breeches (Exo. 28:42-43; Lev. 6:8-10), from the loins even unto the thighs (28:42). 

The coat and breeches were made for the priests also and were the ordinary garments of high priest and priests as distinguished from other garments, which were for glory and beauty.

Comments:

The last verses of Exo. 28 are just a summary of what remains of the vestments of the ordinary priests (coats, girdles and bonnets) all of the same material as the High Priest but just a little different in detail.

i. This is the last garment common to all and essential to all. They were to wear breeches or drawers made of linen. (Much of idol worship was sensual, sexual, obscene and nakedness was often part of their conduct. For the worshipper of god there must be modesty and decency, for we must worship God in the beauty of holiness.

ii. It was to be worn when coming into the Tabernacle of the congregation or when approaching the altar to minister in the holy place. Matthew Henry: “those who are guilty of omission in duty as well as omission of duty, shall bear their iniquity. If the priests perform the instituted service, and do not do it in the appointed garments, it is (say the Jewish doctors) as if a stranger did it, and the stranger that comes nigh shall be put to death. Nor will God connive at the presumptions and irreverences even of those whom Hecauses to draw most near to Him: if Aaron himself put a slight upon the divine institution, he shall bear iniquity and die.” => Is this the reason why our Christian worship is formal and lifeless? Is this the cause of so much of our Christian service being fruitless and dead? We must not only do the thing that God requires of us but we must also do it in the way He desires.

iii. Conclusion => The subject of holiness, which finds its culmination in the Holy plate secured to the brow of the High priest, has a development of thought as is seen typified in each of the garments made of fine twined linen, giving us an appreciation of the term “Holy Garments”.

· The Coat => Holiness of the heart that beat beneath it.

· The Girdle => Holiness of the service rendered to God/

· The Mitre => the holiness of thought and control.

· The Linen breeches => Holiness of the flesh. Cf. the works of the flesh in Gal. 5:   ;Rom. 6:18; I Jn. 2:15-17; Rom. 8:1-14

2. The “Crowning” of the High Priest.

29:6 cf. Lev. 8:9

a. The High Priest’s Head “Crowned” – 

The crown and the mitre or turban of fine linen (28:38) to cover the head, bearing upon the front a gold plate engraved, Holiness to the Lord (v. 36)

b. The High Priest’s Head Anointed
29:7 cf. Lev. 8:10-12

Then shalt thou take the anointing oil, and pour it upon his head, and anoint him.

i. Sanctification of the Tabernacle.


8:10, 11

· The Sprinkling of the altar Seven times 

· The Sanctification of the  Laver and its Foot.

ii. The Sanctification of Aaron.


8:12

3. The Clothes and Clothing of the other Priests.
29:8, 9a cf. Lev. 8:13
a. Their Clothes – the coat, the girdle, and the turban.

b. Their Clothing by Moses as the Lord Commanded – 

thou shalt bring his sons, and put coats upon them.

And thou shalt gird them with girdles, Aaron and his sons, and put the bonnets on them:
4. The Confirmation of the Priesthood to Aaron and his sons perpetually.

29:9b

a. The Confirmation: the priest's office shall be theirs for a perpetual statute: 
b. The Consecration Ceremony: and thou shalt consecrate Aaron and his sons.
17 July, 2011
Part 2 – Spiritual Cleansing and Consecration of the Priests.
Exo. Ch. 29:10-46
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