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I will demand of thee, and answer thou Me, Job 38:3b
Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God. Job 37:14
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Intro.: The Background to the Book:

(I) The Prologue: Job, God and Satan.
Job chs. 1, 2
(2) The Dialogue with Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar,
Job chs. 3-31
(3) The Monologue of Elihu: O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God.
Job chs. 32-37 (37:14)
(4) God’s Dialogue with Job: I will demand of thee, and answer thou Me
Job chs. 38:1(3)-41:34

(A) His Wondrous Works in Creation
Job ch. 38:1-38

(B) His Wondrous Works in Caring for His Creatures.
Job 38:39-39:30

(C) His Wondrous Works in His Couple of Special Creatures.
Job 40:1-41:34
(5) The Epilogue: Job’s Confession; Yahweh’s Command; the Lord [turning] the Captivity of Job. Job 42:1-6, 7-17
I. Prologue or The Trial of Job
Job chs. 1, 2
A. The Person of Job – 
Job 1:1-5
1. His Perfection – that man was perfect/ blameless
Job 1:1b/NIV
a. Personally – upright

b. Spiritually – one that feared God
c. Socially – and eschewed/shunned evil
2. His Prosperity – this man was the greatest of all the men of the east.
Job 1:3

3. His Progeny – there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters.
Job 1:2, 4, 5


The Children’s Kinship and the Father’s Headship.
B. The Predicament of Job

1. The Course of “Tragic” happenings...



a. To Job’s Possessions.
1:13-19; 2:7, 8

b. To Job’s Person: Job was afflicted with Sore boils from Sole to crown.
2:7, 8

2. The Cause for the “Tragic” happenings to Job:

The Consequences of two Confrontations between God and Satan:
1:6-19
a. The 1st Confrontation:

Outcome: Job lost his Possessions and his Progeny and was afflicted in his Person.
See #B1a. above
b. The 2nd Confrontation:
2:1-7

Outcome: Job’ Person was afflicted with Sore boils from Sole to crown.
See #B1b above
3. The Character of Job that stood out:
1:20-22
He Acknowledged God’s Sovereignty in All things leading Him to Accept and Adore God.
a. Job…fell down upon the ground, and worshipped,
1:20b
b. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.
1:22
c. In all this did not Job sin with his lips.
2:10 ct. 2:9
4. The Curse of Job that came out of his mouth.
2:11-3:26

a. The Sharing of Silence for Seven days and Seven nights.
2:11-13
b. The Shattering of Silence with a Self-curse.
3:1-26

i. He cursed the Day he was born.
3:1, 3-10

ii. If only he had Died at childbirth.
3:11-19

iii. For now Death would be better than life.
3:20, 21-26
II. Job’s Dialogue with his three Friends
Job chs. 3-31
Three Cycles of Dialogues.

A. 1st Cycle of Charges:
Job chs. 3-14
1. Eliphaz: the Innocent do not suffer; only the Iniquitous get Inflicted.

4:7, 8
Job Replies: He Pleads for Pity - To him that is afflicted pity should be showed from his friend. 
6:14

2. Bildad: God does not Pervert justice; He does not Punish the Perfect; the Patriarchs agree. 
8:3, 8, 20

Job Replies: How to answer God? – if I say, I am Perfect, it shall also Prove me Perverse.

9:20

3. Zophar: How dare Job Incriminate God with Injustice? Job is not that Innocent!

11:6, 7

Know then that God exacts of you less than your guilt deserves.


Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the limits of the Almighty?

NIV

Job Replies: But the Wicked are not immediately punished.



But I would speak to the Almighty, and I desire to argue my case with God.
13:3


Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him: but I will maintain mine own ways before Him. 13:15
B. 2nd Cycle of Charges:
Job chs. 15-21
C. 3rd Cycle of Charges: (Zophar silent)
Job chs. 22-31
1. The Gems in Job’s “Faith” Rebuttals:

Job chs. 6-24

7:17-19;  9:2, 3; 13:15;16:1, 21;19:25-27; 23:3-5
2. The Great Statements in Job’s Final Reply:

Job chs. 26-31

26:7; 27:6; 28:28; 29:2; 30:9, NIV; 31:37, 40a; 31:4

III. Elihu’s Monologue
Job chs. 32-37

A. Elihu’s Observations:

1. His Conclusion: Job had been righteous in his own eyes.
32:1 
2. His Condemnation: The three friends had found no answer, and yet had condemned Job.
32:3
3. His Confession: I am young, and ye are very old…Great men are not always wise:
32:6-9

4. His Comments: Therefore I said, Hearken to me; I also will show mine opinion.

32:10, 17

B. Elihu’s Opinions in four speeches: Therefore I said, Hearken to me; I also will show mine opinion.
32:10, 17

1. 1st Speech: He will Participate but he will not be Partial, he claims to speak God’s Part.
32:21, 22; 33:6

2. 2nd Speech: He invites the “wise men” to evaluate once again Job’s words and actions.
34:2, 34-37

3. 3rd Speech: Job Cries out, but God has not taken up his Cause. God does not Change, Job must wait.35:2, 12-16

4. 4th Speech: God is Sovereign and in Control. Job must Stand Still and Consider His Works.  
36:22-33; 37:14
Who hath enjoined him His way? or who can say, Thou hast wrought iniquity?
36:23, 24
Remember that thou magnify His work, which men behold.
37:14

Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God.
Conclusion and Confession - I understood not…I knew not
Job 42:1-6

1. Job Acknowledged God’s All-Invincibility (in His Wondrous Works he had considered)
42:1, 2, NRSV
a. God’s Omnipotence: I know that You can do all things,

b. God’s Omniscience: and that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.

2. He Admitted his Inadequacy.
42:3
a. He Echoed God’s question:  Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge? Cf. 38:2

b. He Eschewed himself for questioning God.
c. He was Experiencing God afresh:
42:4, 5
i. He Repeated God’s challenge to Him – 
42:4 cf. 38:3; 40:7b
It was most Humbling; it was most Humiliating. He had to be Honest…
ii. Then he Related himself to God in a new way:
42:5
3. Therefore, he Abhorred his Iniquity and repented.
42:6 Cf. 2:8
THE EPILOGUE:

Job 42:7-17

From verse 7 onwards, the text reverts to the prose narrative as in chapters 1 and 2; 32:1-5

A. Yahweh’s Rebuke and demanded Retribution
Job 42:7-10

1. Yahweh Singled Eliphaz out with his two friends for not Speaking right about Him.
42:7
2. They had to bring a Sacrifice to Job for him to Supplicate on their behalf.
42:8, 9 cf. 1:5
3. Consider Job’s Status before Yahweh: 
a. He was Yahweh’s Servant.
42:7c, 8c

b. He Spoke that which was right concerning Yahweh.
42:7c, 8c

c. His Standing before Yahweh was restored: the LORD also accepted Job.
42:9c, 10
i. Contrast Satan’s Allegation (1:11; 2:5), Zophar’s and Eliphaz’s Advice re: Job. 11:15; 22:26
ii. Consequently the Lord’s Restoration and Reward.
42:10 (see #B)
B. Job’s Restoration and Reward – A Seven-fold Restoration:
Job 42:11-16

1. Job’s Kith and Kin returned to Sup and Sympathise with him.
42:11a Cf. 19:13-19; 29:8-10, 21-25
2. They even Contributed a Coin of money and a gold ring to him.
42:11b, RSV
3. Job’s Conclusion was more blessed than his Commencement:
42:12 cf. 1:3
4. Yahweh gave Job seven Living sons and three Lovely daughters.
42:13; cf. 1:2 ct. 1:18, 19

5. Job’s three daughters were Fittingly named, and were the Fairest in the land.
42:14, 15a ct. 1:2
Jemimah = lit. warm, i.e. affectionate; hence dove; or derived from “day”, i.e.  fair as the day.

Keziah = fragrance (from cassia, tree with aromatic bark)

Kerenhappuch = horn of antimony.

6. Job Graciously Gave his daughters an inheritance like their brothers.
42:15b cf. Num. 27:1-11

7. Job lived to see Four generations and died Full of age.
42:16 cf. Psa. 90:10

Conclusion: 
 God was Justified; Job was Satisfied.
Cf. Job 1:8


The LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him 
in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?
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