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Consider the wondrous works of God
Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God. Job 37:14
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Study 1 – The Prologue and Job’s Dialogue with his friends.
Job chs. 1-31


– Elihu’s Monologue
Job chs. 32-37



– Yahweh’s Dialogue with Job: His Wondrous Works in Creation
Job ch. 38:1-38
Study 2 
– Yahweh’s Dialogue with Job: His Wondrous Works in Caring for His Creatures.
Job 38:39-39:30
Study 3
– Yahweh’s Dialogue with Job Continued.
Job 40:1-42:17

– Yahweh’s Couple of Special Creatures.  
Job 40:1-41:34

 
– The Epilogue: Job’s Confession and Conclusion with a double blessing.   
Job 42:1-17 (12) 

Study 4 – Job, His Dilemma and Dialogues
Job chs. 1-42
– The Prologue.       
Job chs. 1-2
– Job’s Dilemma and Dialogue with his friends.        
Job chs. 3-31
– Elihu’s Monologue.      
Job chs. 32-37 

– The Epilogue: Job’s Double Blessing.
Job ch. 42
Intro.: The Background to the Book:

(I) The Prologue: Job, God and Satan.
Job chs. 1, 2
(2) The Dialogue with Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar,
Job chs. 3-31
(3) The Monologue of Elihu: O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God.
Job chs. 32-37 (37:14)
(4) God’s Dialogue with Job: I will demand of thee, and answer thou Me
Job chs. 38:1(3)-41:34
(5) The Epilogue: Job’s Confession; God’s Command; the Lord [turning] the Captivity of Job.
42: 1-10-17 

Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and…
Consider the wondrous works of God

Study 1– God’s Dialogue with Job: His Wondrous Works in Creation
Job ch. 38:1-38
Introduction:
 (A)
The Theme of our Text:
Job 37:14


Elihu’s best advice: O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God
(1) Addressed to Job personally – O Job. 

(2) After the Admonition and Advice of Job’s friends.
Chs. 3-31

(3) Advice now for Job to Stand Still – stand still
(4) Attention is focused on the Lord – 

Be still, and know that I am God:


Psa. 46:10
O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God


Chs. 38-42
CALL FORTH THE WITNESSES!
The Accuser’s Distorted Allegation:                
   Job 1:9-11; 2:4, 5
The Pals’ one-Dimensional Perspective:         
   Job chs. 4-37
Job’s Agonised Darkened Words (38:2) without Knowledge: 
Job chs. 3:1-31:40
Yahweh’s Challenging Dual Speeches in Court    (40:1, 2): 
Job chs. 38:1-48:34
GOD IS GOD! GOD IS GREAT!
 (B)
 The Word that came out of the Whirlwind
Job 38:1-3


Yahweh spoke out of the Whirlwind cf. II Kings 2:11 (Yahweh in Job chs. 1, 2, 38-42 cf. 12:9; 28:28) 

1. God spoke out of the Whirlwind – 
38:1 cf. II Kings 2:11

2. God’s  Word came to Job:
Job 38:1-40:2; 40:6-41:34


He spoke Audibly and Appeared to Job visibly through the great wind.
Cf. 42:5 ct. I Kg. 19:11-13

3. Job had been Pestering God for answers to his questions; now God Presented him with more. 38:1-3


He had been Challenging God, but he himself was Confusing the issues.
38:2, NIV

4. Now Job was to Gird up his loins like a man, and answer God.
38:3
I. Yahweh’s  Questions with regard to His Creation.
Job 38:4-38
A. Where was Job…
38:4-15

1. When God Constructed the Cosmos and laid the Cornerstone of the earth?
38:4-7
2. When God swaddled the Birth of the Bursting sea with clouds and shut up its Bounds?
38:8-11
3. When God Commenced the Day and brought in the Dawn to reveal the Clear nature of things 38:12-15
like a piece of Clay stamped by a seal and Coloured everything in its path, 
v. 14, NIV

thus bringing to light men’s evil Dark Deeds and Consigned them to Darkness.
v. 15


App.: 
Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night.
I Thes. 5:4-8

B. Did Job know…
38:16-30

1. The Springs of the Sea or had he Searched its Depths or 
38: 16-18

See the Doors of Deep Darkness of Death? 
v. 17

Could Job Comprehend even the vast expanse of the earth? Declare it if he could!

v. 18

2. The Dwelling places of Light and Darkness and Discern the Direction to their homes? 
38:19-21

Job should because he was born in a Dark womb from which he had come into Light!
v. 21a

Besides his Days had been great in number and he had every opportunity to know!
v. 21b

3. The Treasuries of the snow and the hail which God had stored up 
38:22-24

against the Time of Trouble or against the day of battle and war?
v. 23

The Track of Lightning and the direction where the east wind would blow?
v. 24

4. Who Channelled the waters through a Cleft in the sky in the Company of lightning 
38:25-27

To Cause rain to fall on the Deserted Deserts where no man is?
v. 25, 26

Or on Dry Desolate ground to for tender buds to Develop and spring forth?
v. 27

5. Who “Fathered” the rain and the Drops of Dew?
38:28-30
Who “Mothered” ice and the Hhoarfrost of Heaven?
v. 29, NRSV

The waters that later hardened as stone and the surface of the deep frozen as ice?
v. 30

App.: 
If God could be parents to nature, could not He be Parent to Job too?
Mt. 6:30

C. Could Job…
Job 38:31-39:30

1. Control the Constellations?
38:31-33, NRSV
a. Can you bind the chains (sweet influences, KJV) of the Pleiades?
v. 31a 
“chains” is perhaps “cluster” since the Taurus constellation, the Pleiades,  

is a small cluster of stars formed in the shape of a ring.
b. Loose the cords (bands, KJV) of Orion? 
A constellation, located in the equatorial region of the sky. In wintertime Orion can easily be found 
by the three stars forming a line building the belt of the Hunter. The belt stars point towards Sirius, 

the brightest star in the constellation of the Larger Dog.
From his belt there hangs a well defined dagger, known for one of the most famous nebulas in the sky. 
The Orion lies close enough to the Milky Way to be swept even with low-power telescopes or binoculars.

c. Lead forth the Mazzaroth in their season?  
M A Z Z A R O T H is a Hebrew word which means in general "The Constellations of the Zodiac."
The book of Job, which is thought to be the oldest book in the Bible, goes back to approximately 2,150 B.C., which is 650 years before Moses came upon the scene around 1,500 B.C. to write the Pentateuch.

d. Or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?  (KJV)
Can you guide the Bear with its children? (NRSV)
The Latin for Great Bear is Ursa Major. This is what astronomers call the constellation. (Little Bear is Ursa Minor.) 

In Britain we often call part of the Great Bear the Plough from the shape we see in the seven main stars. 

In North America part of the constellation is called the Big Dipper because it looks like a pan with a handle (and part of the Little Bear is called the Little Dipper.)
Mizar, one of the stars in the bear's tail, was the first star to be recognized as a visual binary (by G. B. Riccioli in 1650). (This is a type of a double star that can be seen without using a telescope.) The two end stars in the bowl shape, Merak and Dubhe, are known as the Pointers, because a line drawn through them points to the extremely important Pole Star or North star, Polaris, in Ursa Minor (Little Bear). 
Scientific Job:
Job 38:31-33
The galaxies of the Universe are extremely orderly.  The systems are held together (“chains and cords”) according to divine laws, including gravity.
Col. 1:15-1 
e. App.: These constellations are just a part of God’s creation, coming under His rule. 

Job cannot determine and move them into their right positions, for only God can do this.
Cf. Psa. 147:3-5

2. Control the Clouds?
38:34-38
a. Could he Call out to the Clouds to Cover him with torrential rain?
v. 34

b. Could he Call the Lightning to go where he Commanded them?
v. 35

c. Could he Cause wisdom to be given to the heart and Comprehension to the mind?
v. 36

d. Could he Count the Clouds and Convert them into rain from heaven…
v. 37

 when the dry ground Cracked and became hard and the Clods Cleaved fast together?
v. 38

App.: Job could not, but God could.

Study 1 – God’s Dialogue with Job:  His Wondrous Works in Creation
Job ch. 38:1-38
Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God.

Be still, and know that I am God:

I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.
Study 2 – His Wondrous Works in Caring for His Creatures
Job 38:39-39:30 
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