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The Call of Two Women – Wisdom and Folly

18th April, 2010
A study of Proverbs ch. 9
Intro.: 
Ch. 9 is the Climax and Conclusion of Solomon’s Poems to “my son”
Chs. 1-9



Ch. 10 Commences a Collection of two-lined Proverbs to Chapter 22:16
Chs. 10-22:16



The book Concludes with Wise Sayings from Solomon and other Sources.
Chs. 22:17-31:31

I. The Two Women Compared.

Pro. 9:1-18

A. The One Wise Woman – Lady Wisdom.
Pro. 9:1
1. Wisdom Presented in the previous Chapters:

a. The Prime objective of Proverbs – to know Wisdom, instruction and understanding.
Pro. 1:1, 2-7

b. The Profit of Possessing Wisdom – if thou sleekest her as silver…as for hidden treasures. Pro. 2:1, 4-10

c. The Preciousness of Wisdom – the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver. 3:13, 14-20

d. The Preservation by Wisdom – Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee.
4:1, 6-13

e. Pondering how to get Wisdom – Go to the ant…consider her ways, and be wise.
5:1, 2; 6:6; 7:4

f. In Praise of the Personality of Wisdom [See #2 below]
Pro. Ch. 8 (1-21)

2. Christ Represented in Context

Pro. 8:22- 36
But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who of God is made unto us wisdom…
Cf. I Cor. 1:30

a. The Personification of Wisdom.

Pro. 8:1-21

b. The Person of Wisdom – Christ.

Pro. 8:22-36

c. The Prudence of the Woman named Wisdom.
Pro. 9:1-12

B. The Other, a Foolish Woman – Lady Folly.
Pro. 9:13
1. Folly (or Foolishness) Presented – only occurrence of folly in chs. 1-9.
Pro. 5:22, 23, NRSV
a. The Error of folly leads people astray: because of their great folly they are lost.
5:23b
b. Their Ensnarement with the Wicked – the iniquities of the wicked ensnare them.
5:22a


c. Their Entanglement in sin – they are caught in the toils of their sin.
5:22b

d. Their End in death – They die for lack of discipline. 

5:23a

2. Worldliness Represented as Foolishness
cf. I Cor. 1:18-25

For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. God has made it so!
I Cor. 3:19; 1:20b

a. The People of the world regard the Preaching of the Cross as Foolishness.
1:18a

b. But the Power of God has made foolish the wisdom of this world.
1:18b, 20b

c. And it is only through such “foolish” Proclamation of the Cross that they can be saved.
1:21

d. To the Philosophical Greeks such Preaching of Christ Crucified is foolishness,
1:23

while to the Proud Jews, it is a stumbling block.


C. The Omniscience of God’s Wisdom:
I Cor. 1:18-25

1. God’s “foolishness” is Wiser than men; and the Weakness of God is stronger than men.

1:25

Because the natural man Receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
2. He Regards them as foolishness; he cannot know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
2:14

3. On the Reverse, the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.

3:19

II. The Two Women Contrasted.
Pro. 9:1-18
A. The Wise Woman named Wisdom – 
Pro. 9:1-12 cf. 1:20-33
1. Her Par Excellence

a. The Peculiarity of the Word Wisdom (chokmowth)
i. Its Peculiarity only in Proverbs and Psalms.
Pro. 1:20; 9:1; 14:1; 24:7; Ps 49:3
Wisdom (khochmoth) seems to be an abstract derivation from the ordinary khochmah. 

The form is peculiar to the Proverbs and Psalms.
 

ii. Its Plurality

· It denotes the highest Character or excellence in which wisdom can be Conceived; 

· It is wisdom par excellence as far and as high as it can ever be Comprehended.
· Other Comparisons of this pluralis excellentiae met in Scripture, e.g. Elohim, God,  
“the Holy (God),” - knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.
Pro. 9:10, NIV; 30:3

b. Is Wisdom here just the Personification of Wisdom?
Wisdom presented as simply a Poetic and abstract Personification?

or a distinct hypostatizing of the Word? Cf. ch. 8

See (c) below
c. Or the Person of Christ made Wisdom?

I Cor. 1:30 cf. Pr. 8
But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom.

2. Her Rich Resources.

9:1-2
a. The Structure of her House is Huge, with wide Portals for People to Pass through. 
9:1a cf. 8:34
Blessed is the man that heareth me

i. Watching daily at my gates.

ii. Waiting at the posts of my doors.
b. It is Supported by Seven pillars - she hath hewn out her seven pillars:
9:1b
Seven depicts completion and wholeness. Cf. The Four other Sevens in Proverbs:
i. Six things God hates and the Seventh is an abomination.
6:17-19


A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,

A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.
ii. The Wise and Righteous may Stumble Seven times, but they will Rise again.
24:16, NIV

The Wicked are brought down by calamity.
iii. The Suggard is wiser in his own conceit than Seven men that can render a reason.
26:16
iv. A Malicious Man disguises himself with his lips, but in his heart he harbours deceit.
26:24, 25, NIV
Though his speech is charming, do not believe him, for seven abominations fill his heart.
“His heart is filled with a host of evil thoughts, as if seven devils 
had entered in and dwelt there.” 

Mt 12:45; Mk 16:9
c. She Sends out her Servants to reach out to those who are Simple.
9:2-6

i. First, she makes her preparations to Serve. 

· She Slaughters her beasts – She hath killed her beasts;
9:2a
· She Spices her wine – she hath mingled her wine; 
9:2b

· She Sets the table – she hath also furnished her table.
9:2c cf. Psa. 23:5

ii. She Sends out her Servants – She hath sent forth her maidens:
9:3 cf. Mt. 22:3

· They Call out their invitation to all and Sundry.
9:3a cf. 8:1-4 
· She standeth in the top of high places/ she takes her stand…on the heights.
8:2a
/(NIV)
· by the way in the places of the paths/ along the way where the paths meet,
8:2b
· She crieth at the gates/ she cries aloud…beside the gates,
8:3a
· at the entry of the city,/ leading into the city
8:3b
· at the coming in at the door/ at the entrances.
8:3c
· Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons of man/
8:4
"To you, O men, I call out; I raise my voice to all mankind.”
· Their Call includes the Simple: Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither:
9:4a, NRSV
· "You that are Simple, turn in here!" – The Impudent and the Inexperienced. 
Cf. 7:7ff; Mt. 18:14
· To those without Sense. [him that wanteth understanding, KJV]
Cf. I Cor. 1:21, 26
· The Call to be Satisfied:

· Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled.
9:5 
Cf. 
Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh

 of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you. 
Jn. 6:53

Cf. 
Jesus said…, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to Me 

shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst.
Jn. 6:35

· Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding.
9:6
Quit the Class, give up being of the Category of fools,
B. The Worldly Woman named Folly
Pro. 9:13-18
1. Contrast Lady Folly with Lady Wisdom.

Pro. 9

	
	The Foolish Woman/Folly
	
	The Wisdom
	See #A2a above

	a. 
	Folly has a house.

but has nothing to offer; 

She does nothing but she is  clamorous/loud and she is simple and knoweth nothing.
	v. 14a
v. 13a

v. 13b
	Wisdom hath builded her house,
 she hath hewn out her seven pillars:

She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her table.
	vv. 1, 2

	b. 
	She sitteth at the door of her house,
	v. 14a
	She hath sent forth her maidens:
	v. 3a

	c. 
	on a seat in the high places of the city,
	v. 14b
	she crieth upon the highest places of the city,

 
	v. 3b

	d. 
	To call those who pass by,  who go right on their ways:
	v. 15a, NIV
	
	

	e. 
	Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither
	v. 15b
	Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: 
	v. 4a

	f. 
	and as for him that wanteth understanding, 
	v. 16
	as for him that wanteth understanding, 
	v. 4b

	g. 
	She saith to him, Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.
	v. 17 
cf. 2:16, 5:3; ct. 5:15-20
	She saith to him, Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled.
	v. 5 cf. Jn. 6:53, 35

	h. 
	Her ways lead to Death.
But he knoweth not that the dead are there;
	v. 18a
	Her ways lead to Life.
Forsake the foolish, and live; 
	v. 6a

	i. 
	and that her guests are in the depths of hell [sheol]
	v. 18b
	and go in the way of understanding. [insight]
	v. 6b, NRSV


2. Consequences Relating to Folly and Wisdom.
Pro. 9:7-12
a. Reproving a Scoffer or the Foolish.

9:7

i. Reprove a Scorner/Scoffer, and he may Shame (abuse/insult) you in Return.
9:7a

ii. Rebuke a wicked Sinner, and he may Scorn (abuse, NIV) you as a Result.
9:7b
iii. Therefore, Reproof not a Scorner, he will just hate you.
9:8a

b. Rebuking a Sage or a Wise Man
i. Rebuke a wise man and he will Respond lovingly to you.
9:8b
ii. Instruct a wise man and he will Increase in wisdom.
9:9a
iii. Educate the righteous, and he will Expand in learning.
9:9b

c. Revering the Sovereign Lord.

9:10

i. To Have Wisdom, Honour the Lord – The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom

ii. To Comprehend the Holy One, Conceive Him well – the knowledge of the holy is understanding
3. Conclusion by Lady Wisdom: [A resumption from v. 6]

Pro. 9:11, 12
a. He/She who Receives her advice will live long.

9:11
For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of thy life shall be increased.

b. He/She who Rejects her will bear his/her sin – if thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it.
9:12
c. He/she alone is Responsible for his/her choice/decision – you alone will suffer.
NIV
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