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9th Jan. 2020      Sungai Ara Gospel Centre


The Year of the Rat, 2020


                               [25 Jan.2020 – 11 Feb. 2021]
Introduction:

What the Zodiac, Horoscope, Astrology says of the Rat.

According to one 2020 Chinese horoscope…        
The Rat is the first sign from the 12 animals’ cycle of the Chinese Astrology, and for this reason, 2020 is considered a year of new beginnings and renewals. https://www.thechinesezodiac.org/horoscope-2020/
The Rat Year is going to be a strong, prosperous, and lucky year for almost all Chinese zodiac signs. Everyone will show determination regarding their goals, aspirations, and even their hobbies. This is a great year for founding and evolving. Those who plan to buy real estate, to start a business or to invest money in a long-term project have great chances of being satisfied in the future.

And What does the Bible Say? – Deuteronomy 18:9-12 (NKJV) 
When you come into the land which the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not learn to follow the abominations of those nations. 
There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. 
For all who do these things are an abomination to the LORD, and because of these abominations the LORD your God drives them out from before you. 
Biblically:
· The word "rat" is not found in the King James Version of the Bible. The closest to it is “mouse” or "mice". "Mouse/mice" itself is always a rather vague term and may include all small or medium rodents (Isa. 66:17, NRSV) of the rat family. 
· The Hebrew word, 'akbar is translated "mouse/mice/rat/rodent" in different English versions. 
It is probably a general term for various rats and mice. 

· In the NIV, it is translated “rat” and it occurs 6 times in the OT - Lev. 11:29; Isa. 66:17; I Sam. 6:4, 5, 11, 18

A. The Regulations Regarding the Rat
Lev. 11:29; Isa. 66:17
1. The Rat is not fit for Consumption.

Lev. 11:29, 42, 43
These also shall be unclean unto you among the creeping things that creep upon the earth; the weasel,
and the mouse, and the tortoise after his kind…
a. The Pronouncement on the "Unclean" Rat.

i. It has legs, but it is Categorised among the "Creeping Creatures".

Lev. 11:42

The rat was unclean because being short-legged it was considered a creeping creature. 

· Beware of those that Creep (Worm, NIV) into house/homes to Captivate. 

II Tim. 3:6
For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women…

KJV

For among them are those who make their way into households and captivate silly women
NRSV

Biblically:
· The word "rat" is not found in the King James Version of the Bible. The closest to it is “mouse” (KJV, NKJV) or "mice” (NASB). "Mouse/mice" itself is always a rather vague term and may include all small or medium rodents (Isa. 66:17, NRSV) of the rat family. 
· The Hebrew word, 'akbar is translated variously in different English versions. It is probably a general term for various rats and mice. 
·   In the NIV, it is translated “rat” and it occurs 6 times in the OT - Lev. 11:29; Isa. 66:17; I Sam. 6:4, 5, 11, 18

Application: Beware of the following that can Creep into a Person’s life and destroy him/her:

· The Computer Rat in the form of:
Spam in Emailing; Sites Surfed on the Internet; time Spent in Chat Rooms, Games, etc.
· The Credit Card Rat – it can Bankrupt a person’s Bank account. 

https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters/2019/02/462125/watch-out-credit-card-debt
Credit cards are becoming more about credit and less about cards. Instead of using plastic cards, consumers are using their smartphones [E-wallets]?
Thousands of card holders have been declared bankrupt because of the increasing number of credit cards made available.
Credit cards have become important as a source of short-term borrowing. The buy-now-pay-later mechanism of credit cards allows users to defer payments. When card users  hold outstanding balance, the outstanding balance becomes credit card debt, which will be carried forward to the next month’s billing cycle
· The Contemporary Lifestyle Rat –
Joining the Jones’; Lowering down to current Lifestyle values; Blurring Biblical Boundaries 
The World 
vs. 
The Word:
· Believe in Yourself 
vs. 
Believe in God.
· Your Life is in Your Hands 
vs. 
Your Life is in God’s Hands

· You Only Live Once 
vs. 
You Only Live Once. Live as God please.

· Speak what you want 
vs. 
Speak with Grace.

· Follow Your Heart 
vs. 
Follow God’s Heart.

· You Complete Me
vs. 
Christ Completes Us.
· Be wary of Crafty men who Creep in unawares or Secretly Slip in into the Church.
Jude 4 (NIV)

For there are certain men crept in unawares…or For certain men …have secretly slipped in among you.

· These Libertines turn the grace of our God into “a License for” Lasciviousness [immorality], NIV
What is a Libertine Lifestyle?

A libertine is one devoid of most moral principles, a sense of responsibility, or sexual restraints, which are seen as unnecessary or undesirable, especially one who ignores or even spurns accepted morals and forms of behaviour sanctified by the larger society. Libertinism is described as an extreme form of hedonism - Wikipedia
· They Deny the Deity of the Lord - denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Application: 

· Be wary of Crafty Confidence tricksters who Captivate gullible and vulnerable “Children” –


Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth
II Tim. 3:7
· The victims’ Immaturity and Immorality make them easy targets.
cf. Eph. 4:14
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

· Consider a Government’s Gradual erosion of the Godly rights of Christians and Churches.

· Be Aware of our Common salvation and earnestly Contend for the Faith.
Jude 3 cf. I Pet. 3:15

· Be Ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you 


A Reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

· 
Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 



Rightly dividing the word of truth.
II Tim. 2:15
ii. It is a Creeping Creature, so it is not Clean – beware of Things that Defile. 
cf. II Cor. 6:14-17
· Beware of “unclean” Communion and Concord with unbelievers – “Be ye separate”

Ways and Walk can be Defiled. Thoughts and Talk can be Degrading.
Ct. Phil. 4:8

· Be aware of God’s Condition for Relationship and Reception –  
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters.
· Be Careful when Comparing what God said to Peter:
Acts 10:11-15

[Peter] saw heaven opened, and… a great sheet…let down to the earth: Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts… and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean. And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. 

This applies to God’s act of making the “clean” Jews and the “unclean” Gentiles one in Christ.
It is not advocating Compromise or Conformity!


b. The Purpose of the "Unclean" Register - 
Lev. 11:47 cf. II Cor. 6:14-7:1

i. To make a Difference in the Food to be eaten – to safeguard Physical Health.
Lev. 11:42, 47

ii. To make a Distinction in Fellowship – to safeguard Spiritual Holiness.
Lev. 11:44, 45



 (To eat is an act of fellowship.)


· I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: 

neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

For I am the LORD that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: 

ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.

· We therefore need to be Sanctified and Separated, and not touch the Unclean thing.  
Cf. II Cor. 6:17, 18 


It is a Separation From the World's system (I Jn. 2:15-17) and a Separation Unto God ct. Isa. 66:17

· We need to be holy as God is holy.

I Pet. 1:15, 16, NRSV
As He who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct;

for it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy."
2. The Rat-eaters are marked for Destruction.
Isa. 66:17

a. Their Gross sacrifices in Graves, Groves and Gardens, and eating swine and mice. Cf. Isa. 65:1-4

b. Their outward Purity and Holiness without inward Piety is Hypocrisy.
66:17a cf. 65:5b (1-7)

Which say, Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier than thou. 

These are a smoke in My nose, a fire that burneth all the day.
Cf. Psa. 18:8
They put up a Smoke-screen to cover their Sin, but they come under the wrath of a fire-breathing God instead!
c. Their Following a popular Figure and Forgetting the Forbidden.
66:17b cf. Eze. 8:7-11, 17

Those who sanctify and purify themselves to go into the gardens, following the one in the centre, NRSV


At the end of it all, both the “Clean” Jews and the “Unclean Gentiles” 


(having been Cleansed by the blood of Christ) will share one Common Faith,


and they shall be one, and God will be Glorified.
Isa. 66:18-21


For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles. 
I Cor. 12:13

B. The Representations by the Rats
I Sam.  6:4, 5.



The Rats Represent...

1. God’s Chastisement on the Philistines.
I Sam. 6:4, 5

a. The Reality of the Chastisement.
I Sam. 5:9; 6: 5

i. Boils on the Body: the hand of the LORD was against the city, causing a very great panic; 

He struck the inhabitants of the city, both young and old, so that tumours broke out on them. 
ii. Mice that Marred the land: or the rats that are destroying the country
I Sam. 6:5, NIV
b. The Reasons for the Chastisement.
I Sam. 5:2

i. They treated God as a god among other gods – took the ark of God… and set it by Dagon, 


Ct. Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.


Exo. 20:3
Cf. Those who worship other gods - Man, Mammon and Materialism.
Rom. 1:23; Matt. 6:24, 33

ii. They treated God as a Graven image.





Ct. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.

Exo. 20:4

Cf.  Christians and idolatry.


I Jn. 5:5; Col. 3:5

iii. They did not Give God His Glory.


I Sam. 6:5


Cf. That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.
Eph. 1:12
2. The Philistines’ Confession to God.
I Sam. 6:6

The casual relationship between the tumours and the rats was clearly recognized by the priests of Dagon 

when they sent gifts of golden mice and tumours with the Ark back to Israel. 

"If you send away the ark of the God of Israel, do not send it empty, but by all means return him a guilt offering. Then you will be healed and will be ransomed; will not his hand then turn from you?"
I Sam. 6:3, NRSV

a. They were to give God a Guilt Offering of Gold Rats.
I Sam. 6:3


in any wise return him a trespass offering: then ye shall be healed.


It would consist of images of five gold tumors and five gold mice.
I Sam. 6:4, 5, NRSV

b. They must give God His Glory – ye shall give glory unto the God of Israel.
I Sam. 6:5

i. The offering must be First Rate
- Five gold tumors and five gold rats.
6:4, NIV
ii. The offering must be First Class
- make a new cart
6:7

iii. The offering must be First Hand
- two milch cows that have never borne a yoke
6:7, NRSV
3. The Philistines’ Confirmation that their Plight was of God’s doing.
I Sam. 6:6

a. The Ark, with the golden rats and tumours, was to be sent Back to Bethshemesh.
I Sam. 6:7, 8

b. They were to be Carried on a new Cart pulled by two Cows that had Calved.
I Sam. 6:7, 11, NIV


The Cows, “Controlled” by God, headed for the City of Bethshemesh, 
I Sam. 6:12


It was not due to Coincidence or Chance – and Confirmed by their lords.
I Sam. 6:9, 16

c. The Golden Rats Represented the Philistine Rulers and their citizens.
I Sam. 6:18


the golden mice, according to the number of all the cities of the Philistines 


belonging to the five lords, both of fenced cities, and of country villages.
d. Thus God was Glorified with the Ark Returned to His people


And the Stone on which the Ark temporarily Rested bore testimony to this.




But was the Ark returned to Israel in Bethshemesh to the people’s Blessing?
Read I Sam. 6:19-7:2

C. The Reminder For this Rat Year


1. Sup not with Rats that are not Clean – 

II Cor. 6:17, 18
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; 

and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters.

Just as He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;

I Pet. 1:16, NIV

2. Stop the Rats that Creep in Unawares – 



Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 


For of this sort are they which creep into houses.

II Tim. 3:5, 6

3. Sacrifice to God – Respect His Presence and Revere His Person in this year of the Rat.
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
Rom. 12:1, 2, NRSV 

Wishing you a Blessed and Belated

*“Prosperous” (Josh. 1:8)

Chinese New Year
* Josh. 1:8 – This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.
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